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To be or Not To be..
FDI in Retail

The Union cabinet on 24 November
2011 approved 51 per cent foreign
direct investment (FDI) in multi-
brand retail. The Cabinet also decided
to raise the cap on foreign investment
in single-brand retailing to 100 per
cent from 51 per cent. An estimated
Rs 30-lakh-crore retail sector was
thus opened to foreign investors by
clearing a bill that allows 51 per cent
investment in multi-brand retail.The
decision being perceived as game-
changer for the estimated USD 590
billion (Rs 29.50 lakh crore) retail
market was taken at the meeting of
the Cabinet presided over by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
India currently allows 51 percent for-
eign investment in single-brand retail-
ers and 100 percent for wholesale op-
erations but no FDI in multi-brand
retail.
The major provisions for FDI invest-
ment include that the minimum in-

vestment will have to be $100 mil-
lion. Retail stores will only be allowed
in cities with more than one million
people. Also it will be mandatory for
retailers to source a minimum 30 per
cent of the value of manufactured
goods, barring food products, from
small and medium enterprises. Invest-
ment up to 50 per cent will have to
be in storage and back-end infrastruc-
ture. India being a signatory to World
Trade Organisation’s General Agree-
ment on Trade in Services, which in-
clude wholesale and retailing ser-
vices, had to open up the retail trade
sector to foreign investment. There
were initial reservations towards
opening up of retail sector arising
from fear of job losses, procurement
from international market, competi-
tion and loss of entrepreneurial op-
portunities. FDI in cash and carry or
wholesale trade, was allowed way
back in 1997 during the United Front

Government. Foreign investment of
up to 51 per cent in single brand re-
tailing came to India in January 2006.
The Union government further as-
serted that 30 per cent sourcing un-
der FDI in multi-brand retail has been
made mandatory from Indian MSEs
only. The government highlighted
that the 30 per cent obligation before
the global players is limited to India.
The government’s explanation came
amidst protests from the opposition
and the micro and small enterprises
(MSEs).According to government’s
previous stand, the overseas players
have to do 30 per cent of their sourc-
ing from MSEs which, however, can
be done from anywhere in the world
and is not India-specific. The only
condition placed was that these
MSEs must not have more than $1
million [Rs.5 crore] investment in
plant and machinery.
In 2004, The High Court of Delhi
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defined the term ‘retail’ as a sale for
final consumption in contrast to a
sale for further sale or processing (i.e.
wholesale), A sale to the ultimate
consumer. Thus, retailing can be said
to be the interface between the pro-
ducer and the individual consumer
buying for personal consumption.
This excludes direct interface be-
tween the manufacturer and institu-
tional buyers such as the government
and other bulk customers Retailing is
the last link that connects the indi-
vidual consumer with the manufac-
turing and distribution chain. A re-
tailer is involved in the act of selling
goods to the individual consumer at
a margin of profit.
The retail industry is mainly divided
into:- 1) Organised &  2) Unorganised
Retailing Organised retailing refers to
trading activities undertaken by li-
censed retailers, that is, those who
are registered for sales tax, income tax,
etc. These include the corporate-
backed hypermarkets and retail
chains, and also the privately owned
large retail businesses. Unorganised
retailing, on the other hand, refers to
the traditional formats of  low-cost
retailing, for example, the local kirana
shops, owner manned general stores,
paan/beedi shops, convenience
stores, hand cart and pavement ven-
dors, etc. The Indian retail sector is
highly fragmented with 97 per cent
of  its business being run by the un-
organized retailers. The organized re-
tail however is at a very nascent stage.
The sector is the largest source of
employment after agriculture, and has
deep penetration into rural India gen-
erating more than 10 per cent of
India’s GDP.
For those brands which adopt the
franchising route as a matter of
policy, the current FDI Policy will not
make any difference. They would

have preferred that the Government
liberalize rules for maximizing their
royalty and franchise fees. They must
still rely on innovative structuring of
franchise arrangements to maximize
their returns. Consumer durable ma-
jors such as LG and Samsung, which
have exclusive franchisee owned
stores, are unlikely to shift from the
preferred route right away. For those
companies which choose to adopt the
route of  51% partnership, they must
tie up with a local partner. The key is
finding a partner which is reliable and
who can also teach a trick or two
about the domestic market and the
Indian consumer.

Positive Aspects
FDI can be a powerful catalyst to spur
competition in the retail industry, due
to the current scenario of low com-
petition and poor productivity. The
policy of single-brand retail was
adopted to allow Indian consumers
access to foreign brands. Since Indi-
ans spend a lot of money shopping
abroad, this policy enables them to
spend the same money on the same
goods in India. FDI in single-brand
retailing was permitted in 2006, up
to 51 per cent of  ownership. Between
then and May 2010, a total of 94 pro-
posals have been received. Of these,
57 proposals have been approved.
An FDI inflow of US$196.46 million
under the category of single brand
retailing was received between April
2006 and September 2010, compris-
ing 0.16 per cent of the total FDI in-
flows during the period. Retail stocks
rose by as much as 5%. Shares of
Pantaloon Retail (India) Ltd ended
4.84% up at Rs 441 on the Bombay
Stock Exchange. Shares of  Shopper’s
Stop Ltd rose 2.02% and Trent Ltd,

3.19%. The exchange’s key index rose
173.04 points, or 0.99%, to
17,614.48. But this is very less as
compared to what it would have been
had FDI upto 100% been allowed in
India for single brand. The policy of
allowing 100% FDI in single brand
retail can benefit both the foreign re-
tailer and the Indian partner – foreign
players get local market knowledge,
while Indian companies can access
global best management practices,
designs and technological knowhow.
By partially opening this sector, the
government was able to reduce the
pressure from its trading partners in
bilateral/ multilateral negotiations
and could demonstrate India’s inten-
tions in liberalising this sector in a
phased manner.
Permitting foreign investment in
food-based retailing is likely to ensure
adequate flow of capital into the
country & its productive use, in a
manner likely to promote the welfare
of  all sections of  society, particularly
farmers and consumers. It would also
help bring about improvements in
farmer income & agricultural growth
and assist in lowering consumer prices
inflation. Apart from this, by allow-
ing FDI in retail trade, India will sig-
nificantly flourish in terms of  quality
standards and consumer expectations,
since the inflow of FDI in retail sec-
tor is bound to pull up the quality
standards and cost-competitiveness
of Indian producers in all the seg-
ments. It is therefore obvious that we
should not only permit but encour-
age FDI in retail trade.Lastly, it is to
be noted that the Indian Council of
Research in International Economic
Relations (ICRIER), a premier eco-
nomic think tank of  the country,
which was appointed to look into the
impact of BIG capital in the retail
sector, has projected the worth of
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Indian retail sector to reach $496 bil-
lion by 2011-12 and ICRIER has also
come to conclusion that investment
of ‘big’ money (large corporates and
FDI) in the retail sector would in the
long run not harm interests of  small,
traditional, retailers. In light of  the
above, it can be safely concluded that
allowing healthy FDI in the retail sec-
tor would not only lead to a substan-
tial surge in the country’s GDP and
overall economic development, but
would inter alia also help in integrat-
ing the Indian retail market with that
of the global retail market in addi-
tion to providing not just employ-
ment but a better paying employment,
which the unorganized sector (kirana
and other small time retailing shops)
have undoubtedly failed to provide
to the masses employed in them.

Concerns

It is feared that, it would lead to un-
fair competition and ultimately result
in large-scale exit of domestic retail-
ers, especially the small family man-
aged outlets, leading to large scale dis-
placement of persons employed in
the retail sector. Further, as the manu-
facturing sector has not been grow-
ing fast enough, the persons displaced
from the retail sector would not be
absorbed there. Another concern is
that the Indian retail sector, particu-
larly organized retail, is still under-
developed and in a nascent stage and
that, therefore, it is important that
the domestic retail sector is allowed
to grow and consolidate first, before
opening this sector to foreign inves-

tors. Antagonists of  FDI in retail sec-
tor oppose the same on various
grounds, like, that the entry of large
global retailers such as Wal-Mart
would kill local shops and millions of
jobs, since the unorganized retail sec-
tor employs an enormous percentage
of Indian population after the agri-
culture sector; secondly that the glo-
bal retailers would conspire and ex-
ercise monopolistic power to raise
prices and monopolistic (big buying)
power to reduce the prices received
by the suppliers; thirdly, it would lead
to asymmetrical growth in cities,
causing discontent and social tension
elsewhere. Hence, both the consum-
ers and the suppliers would lose,
while the profit margins of such re-
tail chains would go up.
Argument that only foreign players
can create the supply chain for farm
produce is bogus. International retail
players have no role in building roads
or generating power. They are only
required to create storage facilities
and cold chains. This could be done
by governments in India. Move will
lead to large-scale job losses. Inter-
national experience shows supermar-
kets invariably displace small retail-
ers. Small retail has virtually been
wiped out in developed countries like
the US and in Europe. South East
Asian countries had to impose strin-
gent zoning and licensing regulations
to restrict growth of  supermarkets
after small retailers were getting dis-
placed. Fragmented markets give
larger options to consumers. Consoli-
dated markets make the consumer
captive. Allowing foreign players with
deep pockets leads to consolidation.
International retail does not create
additional markets, it merely dis-
places existing markets. India has the
highest shopping density in the world
with 11 shops per 1,000 people. It has

1.2 crore shops employing over 4
crore people; 95% of these are small
shops run by self-employed people.
Global retail giants will resort to
predatory pricing to create mo-
nopoly/oligopoly. This can result in
essentials, including food supplies,
being controlled by foreign organiza-
tions. Jobs in the manufacturing sec-
tor will be lost because structured
international retail makes purchases
internationally and not from domes-
tic sources. This has been the experi-
ence of most countries which have
allowed FDI in retail. Comparison
between India and China is mis-
placed. China is predominantly a
manufacturing economy. It's the larg-
est supplier to Wal-Mart and other
international majors. It obviously can-
not say no to these chains opening
stores in China when it is a global
supplier to them. India in contrast will
lose both manufacturing and services
jobs.

Conclusion
Conclusively we can say that FDI in
retail has the both positive as well as
negative aspects of it ,but what we
should consider before jumping on
any conclusion that fears of small
shopkeepers getting displaced are
vastly exaggerated. When domestic
majors were allowed to invest in re-
tail, both supermarket chains and
neighbourhood pop-and-mom stores
coexisted. If anything, the entry of
retail big boys is likely to hot up com-
petition, giving consumers a better
deal, both in prices and choices. Mega
retail chains need to keep price points
low and attractive - that's the USP
of  their business. This is done by
smart procurement and inventory
management: Good practices from
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which Indian retail can also learn. The argument that farmers will suffer once global retail has developed a virtual
monopoly is also weak. To begin with, it's very unlikely that global retail will ever become monopolies. Stores like
Wal-Mart or Tesco are by definition few, on the outskirts of  cities (to keep real estate costs low), and can't intrude
into the territory of  local kiranas. So, they can not eat up their share of  pie. Secondly, it can't be anyone's case that
farmers are getting a good deal right now. The fact is that farmers barely subsist while middlemen take the cream.
Let's not get dreamy about this unequal relationship.
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Danger Bell is Ringing
Occupy Movement

Whatever the original impulse behind
Occupy Wall Street, or the specula-
tion of what the movement might
become, this much is true: The
groups of protesters, now camping or
hanging out in many U.S. cities, and
the police agencies that have respon-
sibility for public safety and order, are
both shifting into new postures of
action and response. Whether that
evolving chemistry will push things
toward more confrontation remains
unclear. But the combination new
participants, new police tactics is
clearly opening an uncertain chapter
in a story that from its inception has
embraced the notion of unplanned,
unscripted civil action.
The Occupy movement is an inter-
national protest movement which is

primarily directed against economic
and social inequality. The first Oc-
cupy protest to be widely covered was
Occupy Wall Street in New York City,
taking place on September 17, 2011.
By October 9, Occupy protests had
taken place or were ongoing in over
95 cities across 82 countries, and over
600 communities in the United States.
As of December 1 the Meetup page
"Occupy Together" listed 2,686 Oc-
cupy communities worldwide. The
movement was initiated by the Ca-
nadian activist group Adbusters, and
partly inspired by the Arab Spring,
especially Cairo's Tahrir Square pro-
tests, and the Spanish Indignants. The
movement commonly uses the slogan
We are the 99%, the Occupy hashtag
for mat, and organizes through

websites such as "Occupy Together".
According to the Washington Post,
the movement, which has been de-
scribed as a "democratic awakening"
by Cornel West, is difficult to distill
to a few demands.
On May 30, 2011, a leader in the
Spanish Indignants movement, in-
spired by the Arab Spring, made a call
for a worldwide protest on October
15. In mid-2011, the Canadian-based
group Adbusters Media Foundation,
best known for its advertisement-free
anti-consumerist magazine
Adbusters, proposed a peaceful oc-
cupation of  Wall Street to protest
corporate influence on democracy,
address a growing disparity in wealth,
and the absence of legal repercussions
behind the recent global financial cri-
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sis. "One of  the inspirations for the
movement was the Democracy Vil-
lage set up in 2010, outside the Brit-
ish Parliament in London. The first
protest was held at Zuccotti Park in
New York City on September 17,
2011. The phrase "The 99%" is a
political slogan used by protesters of
the Occupy movement. It was origi-
nally launched as a Tumblr blog page
in late August of 2011. It refers to
the concentration of wealth among
the top 1% of income earners com-
pared to the other 99 percent; the top
1 percent of income earners nearly
tripled after-tax income over the last
thirty years according to a Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) report.
The report was released just as con-
cerns of  the Occupy Wall Street
movement were beginning to enter
the national political debate. Accord-
ing to the CBO, between 1979 and
2007 the incomes of the top 1% of
Americans grew by an average of
275%. During the same time period,
the 60% of Americans in the middle
of the income scale saw their income
rise by 40%. Since 1979 the average
pre-tax income for the bottom 90%
of households has decreased by
$900, while that of the top 1% in-
creased by over $700,000, as federal
taxation became less progressive.
Thus, the top 20% of Americans
owned 85% of the country's wealth
and the bottom 80% of the popula-
tion owned 15%.
The movement has been described as
having an "overriding commitment"
to Participatory democracy. Much of
the movement's democratic process
occurs in "working groups," where
any protestor is able to have their say.
Important decisions are often taken
at "General assemblies", which can
themselves be informed by the find-
ings of  multiple working groups. Gen-

eral assemblies take place at most
Occupy sites every evening at 7PM.
Decisions are made using the consen-
sus model of  direct democracy, wav-
ing hands in various simple signals
and operating with discussion facili-
tators rather than leaders, a system
that may have originated in the
Quaker movement several centuries
ago.

Impact
In the United States, the protests have
helped shift the national dialogue
from the deficit to economic problems
many ordinary Americans face, such
as unemployment, the large amount
of student and other personal debt
that burdens middle class and work-
ing class Americans, and other major
issues of  social inequality, such as
homelessness. The movement ap-
pears to have generated a national
conversation about income inequal-
ity, as evidenced by the fact that print
and broadcast news mentioned the
term “income inequality” more than
five times more often during the last
week of October 2011 than during
the week before the occupation be-
gan.
The increased public focus on the
growing income gap between eco-
nomic elites and the middle class and
on the importance of the rights of
ordinary workers brought about by the
Occupy Movement gave a significant
boost to organized labor's campaign
to repeal an anti-labor union law
passed in the State of Ohio known
as Ohio Senate Bill 5 (SB5). In the
November 2011 elections, Ohio vot-
ers repealed SB 5. In November 2011,
U.S. Congressman Ted Deutch, mem-
ber of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, introduced the "Outlawing Cor-

porate Cash Undermining the Public
Interest in our Elections and Democ-
racy (OCCUPIED) Constitutional
Amendment," which would overturn
the Citizens United Supreme Court
decision recognizing corporate con-
stitutionally-protected free speech
rights and would ban corporate
money from the electoral process.

Where India
Stands

India has very unequal distribution of
wealth as well. In Bihar and Orissa,
the country's poorest states, at least
half of the population is estimated
to be under the poverty line. (This
should be contrasted with only 10%
in some other states). Although the
rate of poverty has decreased since
Independence, steady population
growth means that the total number
of Indians in poverty have increased.
Wealth is often a crucial factor in
human security. The poorest people
in India are those with extremely lim-
ited resources, in terms of  land, edu-
cation, or social networks. If  the poor
are unable to make enough income
to cover their most basic needs (such
as food, water, fuel, shelter), it is
much more difficult for them to ac-
cess their right to education, health,
and political participation. Likewise,
it is hard for people to demand basic
needs from the government if they
don't have freedom.
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In support, the inequality measure of
Gini coefficient (with values of zero
for no inequality, and one for extreme
inequality) on the basis of NSS con-
sumption data is usually cited. This
Gini coefficient in 2004-05 was
0.325, and is indeed lower than in
many developing countries, including
China, and by constant repetition,
both in national and international
documents and the financial press,
this has become part of the folklore
about Indian inequality. But there are
reasons to believe that the NSS data
under-represent the rich, and in any
case while for other developing coun-
tries the Gini coefficient often refers
to income distribution, India's refers
to distribution of consumption ex-
penditure, which is usually less than
that of income (partly because the

rich tend to save more than the poor).
But ethically and socially one is more
interested in inequality of opportu-
nity rather than that of outcome (like
income). After all, with the same op-
portunity two people can end up with
different incomes, simply because one
is more ambitious and hard-working
than the other, and many of us may
not be too worried about that as long
as the opportunities are equalised. For
Latin America some attempts have
now been made to measure inequal-
ity of  opportunity, but very little as
yet in India. But in a country like In-
dia inequality of opportunity will
surely depend on distribution of land,
of education, and social identity -- a
child born in a rural landless adivasi
family with very little scope for edu-
cation will be severely handicapped

in her life chances for no fault of her
own.
So, it can be said that unequal distri-
bution of wealth is a matter of great
concern worldwide. It should be dealt
with keeping this in mind that every
individual has his humanrights and it
should not be suppressed. However,
inequality of opportunity is rather
damaging as that of unequal distri-
bution of wealth. Ethically and so-
cially one is more interested in in-
equality of opportunity rather than
that of outcome (like income). After
all, with the same opportunity two
people can end up with different in-
comes, simply because one is more
ambitious and hard-working than the
other, and many of us may not be too
worried about that as long as the op-
portunities are equalised.
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Adultery Law
Biased Against

Men
The Supreme Court of India on 1 De-
cember 2011 stated that section497
of the Indian penal Code is biased
against men. The section punishes a
man alone for adultery for having
consensual sex with a married
woman. 
As per the observation of  the court,
the provision of section 497 reduces
a married woman to a property of the
husband and it punishes man only de-
spite the fact that the woman with
whom he had consensual sex was an
equal partner in the alleged crime. The
court added that the provision is un-
der criticism from certain sections for
showing a strong gender bias.  A
bench of the Supreme Court includ-
ing Justices Aftab Alam and R M
Lodha made the  above observation.

Section 497 of IPC: Section 497 of
IPC states that whoever has sexual
intercourse with a person who is and
whom he knows or has reason to be-
lieve to be the wife of another man,
without the consent or connivance of
that man, such sexual intercourse not
amounting to the offence of rape, is
guilty of  the offence of  adultery, and
shall be punished with imprisonment
of  either description for a term which
may extend to five years, or with fine,
or with both. In such case, the wife
shall not be punishable as an abettor.

NATIONAL ISSUES
Economic Blockade Lifted

From Manipur
The United Naga Council (UNC) on
29 November 2011 decided to lift
the economic blockade from Manipur
following assurance from Union
home affairs minister P
Chidambaram. The UNC was spear-
heading the blockade on the two na-
tional highways since 21Aug 2011 to
counter the economic blockade
launched by the Sadar Hills District
Demand Committee (SHDDC) on
Aug 1. SHDDC is demanding con-
version of the Kuki tribal majority
Sadar Hills area into a district. The
SHDDC lifted the blockade on two
highways; Imphal-Dimapur-
Guwahati (NH39) and Imphal-
Jiribam-Silchar (NH53) on the 92nd
day after the Manipur state govern-
ment agreed to their demand of cre-
ating a district. The Nagas are against
this move.

Awards by Lok
Adalat to be
Implemented

The Supreme Court ruled on 28 No-
vember 2011 that awards passed by
the Lok Adalat either in criminal or
civil matters are bound to be imple-

mented through a court decree if par-
ties after reaching a compromise fail
to stick to it. The court added that
any award passed by the Lok Adalat
is deemed to be a decree and will be
executed by a court if either parties
to the dispute retracts on the agree-
ment reached before the Lok adalats.
A bench of justices P Sathasivam and
J Chelameswar passed the judgement
while allowing the appeal filed by a
person named K N Govindan Kutty
Menon challenging an Ernakulam
civil court judgement that awards
passed by the Lok Adalat cannot be
enforced by courts. The Kerala High
Court had upheld the civil courts
judgement, following which Menon
appealed in the apex court.
 

Mullaperiyar
Dam Issues

Tamil Nadu government on 24 No-
vember 2011 banned the screening of
Hollywood film Dam 999 with im-
mediate effect. The movie directed
by Sohan Roy is believed to be based
on disputed Mullaperiyar Dam be-
tween Tamilnadu and Kerala.
Tamilnadu Film Exhibitors' Associa-
tion general secretary R.
Panneerselvam mentioned that the
ban was imposed following the de-
mand for it by parties including
DMK, MDMK and PMK.

Tamil Nadu government imposed a
ban citing that it may cause animos-
ity between Kerala and TN people as
the film was dealing with the subject
of the 116-year-old Mullaperiyar dam
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on the Kerala-TN border. Director
Sohan Roy however mentioned that
the ban was illegal as there is a Su-
preme Court ruling against banning
of a film after it had been certified
by Censor Board.
The film centres on a dam and how it
collapses and ravages the surround-
ing areas. The English film, released
by Warner Bros was scheduled for
release on 25 November. It has been
dubbed in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam
and Hindi.

The Dispute: The Mullaperiyar dam
was constructed in 1895 and a lease
agreement for 999 years signed be-
tween the Dewan of  Travancore and
the state secretary of Madras Presi-
dency. Travancore is currently a part
of Kerala and Madras Presidency has
metamorphosed into Tamil Nadu.
The dam is in Iddukki district of
Kerala but is operated by the Tamil
Nadu government by way of a lease
agreement. While the government of
Tamil Nadu wants to increase the
storage level of the dam, the Kerala
government opposes it citing safety
concern.
Kerala wants a new dam built to re-
place the 116-year old dam but Tamil
Nadu is not open to the idea and
terms concerns about the safety of
the dam as unfounded. The
Mullaperiyar dam is important for
Tamil Nadu as it meets the irrigation
needs of  farmers in southern districts.

Tripartite Peace
Agreement

The Indian government inked a path-
breaking tripartite peace agreement
with a prominent insurgent group of
Assam, United People’s Democratic
Solidarity (UPDS) on 25 November
2011 after two-year-long peace nego-
tiations. The tripartite peace agree-
ment was signed in the presence of
Union Home Minister P
Chidambaram and Assam Chief Min-
ister Tarun Gogoi.As per the terms
of the Memorandum of Settlement
(MoS), the Karbi Anglong hill will get
more power and a Rs 350-crore spe-
cial financial package spread over five
years.
The signing of the pact was described
as historic by Chidambaram who
went to highlight that the govern-
ment was ready for dialogue with any
group that shuns violence and puts
its demands within the framework of
the Indian Constitution. After the
signing, the governemnt urged all
groups engaged in violence to give it
up and come forward to find a peace-
ful solutions to all perceived
problems.The UPDS had spear-
headed a violent insurgent movement
in Assam’s Karbi Anglong district
since its formation in 1999 till 23
May 2002 when it entered into a
ceasefire agreement with the govern-
ment.

No Compromise
Deals in Serious

Offences
Supreme Court of  India ruled that
serious offences like attempt to mur-
der cannot be settled through com-

promise deals and the accused must
suffer conviction and imprisonment.
A bench including Just ice BS
Chauhan and Justice TS Thakur gave
the judgment. The accused were
awarded three years imprisonment
under section 307 IPC (attempt to
murder) in a property dispute case
with their uncle Veeraji’s family.The
accused are the sons of Gulab Das,
brother of  Veeraji. The convicts had
appealed in the Madhya Pradesh High
Court which dismissed their petition,
upon which they moved the apex
court.

Divorced Woman
to Remain in

Home
The Supreme Court of  India ruled
that a Hindu Woman cannot be
evicted from the matrimonial home
after divorce except through proce-
dure sanctioned by law. The law does
not have provision for the automatic
eviction of a woman after divorce.
Although a woman does not have a
legal right to continue in the house
of the ex-husband, the latter cannot
use force to evict her.

A Supreme Court bench including
Justice GS Singhvi and Justice SD
Mukhopadhyay gave the judgment.
The court gave the ruling while up-
holding an appeal filed by Ranjit
Kaur. Kaur in her appeal had chal-
lenged the decisions of the Punjab
and Haryana HC, which had upheld
her eviction from the house of her
husband after divorce.
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Prohibition of
Unfair Practices

in Universities
Approved

The Union Cabinet of India on 16
November 2011 approved the offi-
cial amendment to the Prohibition of
Unfair Practices in Technical Educa-
tional Institutions, Medical Educa-
tional Institutions and Universities
Bill, 2010 based on the recommen-
dations of the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on HRD for consid-
eration of the Parliament. The Bill
aims to provide an institutional
mechanism for preventing, prohibit-
ing and punishing unfair practices in
technical and medical educational
institutions and universities. The ob-
ject is to curtail the element of profi-
teering in some institutions, which are
presently beyond the scope of any
such regulation. The institutions are
also expected to mandatorily disclose
information related to admission pro-
cess by publication of  its prospectus.
This would bring about public ac-
countability of such institutions and
act as a check on use of unfair prac-
tices being adopted vis-a-vis students.

The provisions of mandatory disclo-
sure of  information related to the
admission process and holding the
institution accountable in respect of
compliance with such information is
an innovation over the inspection
based regulatory processes normally
adopted. The student or any other
stakeholder can move the tribunal as
well as the competent criminal court
of law in case the institutions at-
tempts to adopt unfair practices and
the burden of proof would be upon

the institution.
The students would stand to benefit
by enactment of a legislation to curb
unfair practices in admission and
other areas of higher educational in-
stitutions, who are exposed to the
prevalence of distortions in the ad-
mission process leading to harass-
ment and extortion of students for
admission.  Prompt and effective de-
terrent action is constrained in the
absence of any Central law prohibit-
ing capitation fee and other unfair
practices. While the current policy in
higher education is to promote au-
tonomy of institutions, adoption of
unfair practices by misusing au-
tonomy would be detrimental for the
credibility of the higher education
sector. It would be in public interest
to balance autonomy of higher edu-
cation institutions with measures to
protect the interests of students and
others accessing higher education.

Background

(i) There has been an unprecedented
growth in higher education in recent
years, of which the growth of higher
professional education, especially
technical and medical education has
been mainly through private partici-
pation. The current national policy
supported by several judicial pro-
nouncements is against commercial-
ization of higher education, though
the policy encourages private “note
for profit” participation with surplus
revenues to be ploughed back for
growth and development of institu-
tions.

(ii) There is public concern that tech-
nical and medical educational insti-
tutions, and universities should not
resort to unfair practices, Such as
charging of capitation fee and de-

manding donations for admitting stu-
dents, not issuing receipts in respect
of payments made by or on behalf
of students, admission to profes-
sional programmes of study through
non-transparent and questionable
admission processes, low quality de-
livery of  education services and false
claims of  quality of  such service
through misleading advertisements,
engagement of unqualified or ineli-
gible teaching faculty, forcible with-
holding of certificates and other
documents of  students.

National Child
Rights Index

A report on child rights, India's Child
Rights Index, a first-of-its-kind report
was released on 9 November 2011 by
the HAQ-Centre for Child Rights.
Kerala topped the national child
rights index, followed by Karnataka.
Arunachal Pradesh was found to be
the worst performer in protecting the
rights of children.

The rankings of few other states are
as follows: Maharashtra (3), Tamil
Nadu (4) and Andhra Pradesh (5),
Gujarat (6), Rajasthan (7). Madhya
Pradesh ranked 11, Bihar (16), Uttar
Pradesh (18) and Chhattisgarh (19).
child rights issues such as sex ratio,
early childhood care, child marriage,
child labour, education, health, crime
against and by children were taken
into consideration while preparing the
report.
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Details of State
Performance

Though Kerala topped the list, its
child marriage indicator is the low-
est, and the State's performance is far
from satisfactory in early childhood
care and crimes against children. The
report pointed out that economic
growth did not necessarily improve
the wellbeing of children. Kerala,
which ranked first in the national
child rights, stands ninth in its Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) status,
whereas Maharashtra, which ranks
first in the GDP, stands third in child
rights. Maharashtra does badly in sex
ratio and child marriage. Arunachal
Pradesh performed fairly well in sex
ratio, child marriage and early child-
hood care.
                                                           
With the second highest GDP in the
country, Uttar Pradesh ranked 18th
in child rights and 27th in the provi-
sion of health care, next only to
Jharkhand. Mizoram performed badly
in controlling child labour, while
crimes against children were found to
be the highest in Nagaland (in pro-
portion to the number of children),
and Manipur is the worst performer
in crimes by children and Bihar is the
best. Jharkhand was found to be the
only State whose economic status
matched its child rights rank — both
standing at 17. Four of  the five best
perfor ming States — Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh are from the southern region.
Maharashtra alone is from the west.
On the other hand, all the worst per-
forming States are in the Northeast-
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. In
fact, of the five States falling in the
not-so-well performing States cat-

egory, Tripura, Assam and Mizoram
are also from the Northeast.
The Child Rights Index stated that
although in absolute numbers, most
of the child victims of select crimes
are in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, the ratio of child vic-
tims to overall child population is
higher in the northeastern states of
Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim. The
worst performers - Nagaland, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and
Manipur - also have the lowest Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in the
country. The index revealed that the
states that have higher incidences of
crimes being committed by children
also are among the worst performers
when it comes to child labour.
Mizoram, Sikkim, Meghalaya,
Nagaland - all have very high percent-
ages of  children working as labourers.
Mizoram is the worst performer be-
ing at the bottom of the list at 29.

Performance of  the
National Capital

                                                                                  
New Delhi ranked 12 in the country
when it comes to ensuring well-be-
ing of children. Delhi's lead in pro-
viding education to children is offset
by its poor pupil-teacher ratio of
1:100. As far as the incidence of crime
against children and crimes by chil-
dren is concerned, Delhi again ranked
19th. It ranked 17 on the index which
takes into account the victims of
crimes. Delhi ranks second in the in-
dex on child labour. While the index
showed Delhi on the top of the list
in two indicators, namely education
and birth registrations, it tumbles to
the bottom of the list with a rank of
27 when it comes to early childhood
care. The city fares poorly ranking 24
in the index for sex ratio.

About India's
Child Rights Index

In the Child Rights Index, the states
have been ranked on 10 major indi-
cators- birth registration, sex ratio,
early childhood care, child marriage,
child labour, education, health, inci-
dence of crime against children, vic-
tims of crime against children and
crimes by children. The index looked
into all aspects of child wellbeing in
all sectors and indicators for
realisation of child r ights as a
whole.The ranking of states was not
done on the basis of absolute num-
bers, but in proportion to the num-
ber of  children in the states. So,
though a state may perform well in
absolute numbers, it figured low on
the index.
The index showed that the so-called
world-class city needed to do much
more to secure the rights of its chil-
dren.

Anti-measles
Vaccination

Drive
The Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare launched anti-measles
vaccination drive, Measles Catch-up
Campaign. The vaccination
programme was launched in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (HRD) to
target children aged up to 10 years,
particularly in 14 States where the
routine immunisation coverage is less
than 80 per cent. More than 13 crore
children are expected to be covered
under the Measles Catch-up Cam-
paign, irrespective of their previous
measles vaccination status. The State
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Education Departments in the states
are to set up a State Steering Com-
mittee for implementing the cam-
paign. A nodal officer will collabo-
rate with the principals and guardians
of private and government schools
for implementing the campaign. They
will provide a list of the schools and
of  students enrolled in these schools.
                                                         
For each school, the vaccination
programme will be completed in one
day with the least disruption to aca-
demic routine. However, unlike the
Pulse Polio campaign, there will be
no door-to-door visits, and children
will have to be mobilised from out-
reach areas to the session site.
Mobilisation and actual vaccination
will be done by accredited social
health activists, auxiliary nurse mid-
wives, male health works and other
paramedical staff. The first round will
be conducted in the education insti-
tutions and subsequently at the
health centres. The States that will
benefit  from the campaign are
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Gujarat, Haryana, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Rajasthan, Tripura, and Uttar
Pradesh.

Draft Bill on
Citizens’ Right to

Grievance
Redress

The government prepared a draft  of
Citizens Right to Grievance Redress
Bill 2011 in the first week of Novem-
ber 2011. The bill aims at creating
institutionalize mechanism to ensure
delivery of  public services in a time

bound manner and redressal of pub-
lic grievances.
 
Key recommendations in the
Draft Bill are: 
» There will be a Citizens Charter,
and a protocol will be put in place.
» Bill can be enacted as a central leg-
islation under the concurrent list Item
8 (actionable wrongs) and can cover
Central Schemes and Central Gov-
ernment Departments.
» Provide a Platform to States to
make this a Grievance Redressal
Mechanism for State Schemes and
Departments
» Bill will incorporate the institution
of  Information and Facilitation Cen-
tre in all public authorities to ensure
that Citizens can be facilitated and
grievances are systematically re-
corded and tracked using telephone,
sms, web etc.
» First level Redress should be within
concerned department as proposed.
This should be done through a Griev-
ance Redress Officer in each depart-
ment
» The second level redress/ appeal
will be at the level of Head of the
Department of  the public authority.
» State Grievance Commissions
should be set up as second level ap-
pellate authorities.
 

Subsidised
Education Loans
For Scheduled
Tribe Students

Tribal Affairs Ministry launched a
scheme, Adivasi Shiksha Rinn Yojana
(ASRY) on 2 November 2011 to of-

fer subsidised education loans to
Scheduled Tribe students at
concessional rate for higher, profes-
sional and technical education in gov-
ernment-approved institutions. The
scheme will provide concessional
loan at six per cent interest which is
payable only after completion of the
course or after getting a job.
Audit of all Schemes under the RDM
Union Rural Development Ministry
announced on 4 November 2011 that
Comptroller and Auditor-General of
India (CAG) will audit performance
of all schemes under the Ministries
of Rural Development and Drinking
Water and Sanitation. CAG is to con-
duct an audit on expenditure incurred
over a period spanning the past five
years in 12 States. The CAG audit that
is to cover the outgo of an estimated
Rs.3.5 crore during the past five years
is expected to plug the loopholes and
ensure proper execution of develop-
ment and welfare schemes. In the first
phase, the CAG will audit the expen-
ditures under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS).
                                                                           
In the first phase, CAG will conduct
financial as well as performance au-
dits in 12 states that get the most
money from the programmes—
Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Orissa and Uttar Pradesh. These
States were selected for the first phase
of audit as they accounted for the
major share of the expenditure in-
curred during the past five years. The
audit, apart from MGNREGA will
also include other major programmes
like the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana and drinking water supply and
sanitation schemes.
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Kudankulam
Plant Being

Maintained in
Safe Mode

 

All measures have been taken to
maintain the safe mode of critical sys-
tems with skeletal staff at the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in
spite of work coming to a halt at the
project site following protests, S.S.
Bajaj, Chairman, Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB), said. In-
teracting with the media on the side-
lines of the 43rd  annual conference
of the Society of Nuclear Medicine
(India), Dr. Bajaj said that the AERB
was also reviewing safety measures
at the Kudankulam plant and getting
status reports on a periodic basis as a
large contingent of Russian and
Ukranian engineers working on the
project have been denied access to
the site for several weeks in the wake
of  the protests.
The plant, which was given various
clearances after applying stringent
parameters, had reached an advanced
stage of commissioning before work
was halted, Dr. Bajaj said.
The AERB was following a “wait and
watch” policy and expected the plant
to seek the next set of clearances
sooner than later for the next stage
when the dummy fuel is removed and
replaced with active fuel before go-
ing critical, he said.

Adequate Compensation for  Victims
The Supreme Court of India directed
Motor Accident Claims Tribunals to
award just and adequate compensa-
tion to the victims. The bench ruled
that in cases involving partial or to-
tal disablement, the term compensa-
tion used in Section 166 of the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act will cover not only
the expenses for immediate treatment
but also for future medical treatment.
The Supreme Court bench including
Justice GS Singhvi and Justice SS
Nijjar gave the ruling. The bench ob-
served that the majority of  accident
victims can’t engage lawyers for prov-
ing negligence on the part of the
wrongdoer.

Centre to Decide
T & C For Telecom

Operators
The Supreme Court of  India ruled
that the Centre has absolute powers
to decide the terms and conditions
for telecom operators as neither the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of  In-
dia, TRAI, nor the Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal,
TDSAT, can overrule it. The apex
court ruled, though TRAI was con-
ferred with the statutory power to
recommend the terms and conditions
of the license and the Central Gov-
ernment was bound to seek its rec-
ommendations, yet, the same was not
binding on it. A Bench of Justices R
V Raveendran and A K Patanaik
passed the ruling while upholding an
appeal filed by the Union Govern-
ment challenging a TDSAT direction
of 2007 to the Government to pre-
pare a revised term and conditions for
the licensees vis-a-vis adjusted gross
revenue.

Blueprint for Naxal Affected Districts
The Union government of India pre-
pared a blueprint to provide jobs to
three-lakh youths in 60 naxal affected
districts in India. The government will
start a programme for placement-
linked jobs for unemployed youth in
these districts by the end of 2016.
They will be trained and provided
jobs. The government also decided to
start major developmental initiatives
in these districts in a bid to tackle the
Naxal menace. These initiatives in-
clude Indira Awas Yojana housing for
people whose homes were destroyed
and construction of  concrete roads.
The Rural Development Ministry also
planned a Public Private Partnership
initiative for value addition in non-
timber forest produce in six districts
of Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh as
a pilot project.
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM16

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
Dear Candidates,
As Civil Services aspirants, all of you are facing a number of problems, from choosing optional Subjects to
what to read in General Studies and many more. These are the main hurdles between you and your
Success. To tackle these problems, some of you are taking the help of Coaching institutions, but most of
you who don’t have this access are in a very difficult Situation. More over the Coaching institutions are
Charging very high amounts from the candidates. However their guidance does not yield any result in the
real examination. So this creates a very dim and confusing situation. To Sought out these problems, we are
launching a free guidance Programme. Where you can avail the guidance of our experts.

They will help you prepare in these following areas:-
Guidance and Study Materials for CSAT Paper I and CSAT Paper II
How to choose your optional subjects?
What to read and how to read?
What should be the right approach for this examination?
Overall strategy and individual specific strategy.
Suggested readings and many more.
Along with these guidance programmes we are also providing.
Important news and Articles from The Hindu, Times of India and Indian Express on a daily basis.

Important Articles from Press Information Bureau and from various websites of Government Minis-
tries on a weekly basis.

Our main concern at the moment, is to create equality among the aspirants because the candidate who are
staying in far flung areas or who are doing self study according to the popular notions are in a very
disadvantageous position as compared with the candidates who are taking Coaching from reputed institu-
tions. So by launching this programme, we believe in injecting some ray of hope among the Candidates who
are suffering from this injustice. We hope you all appreciate this small effort of ours.

CLICK BELOW LINK FOR DETAILS:
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/study-kit-for-ias-pre-gs-paper-1-2012

CLICK BELOW LINK FOR DETAILS:
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/study-kit-for-ias-pre-gs-paper-2-2012

Thank You
Course Director
S.A. Majid
+919911626661, +918800966252 WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM
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UNHRC
Condemned

The U.N. General Assembly's human
rights committee on 22 November
2011 voted to strongly condemn
Syria's crackdown on dissent. 122
countries voted for a resolution and
only 13 countries voted against and
41 abstained. Arab states that voted
for it included Kuwait, Morocco,
Bahrain, Jordan,Qatar and Saudi
Arabia as well as Egypt. A previous
attempt to pass a resolution in the
Security Council was vetoed by Rus-
sia and China. The twonations ab-
stained in the latest vote. The reso-

lution strongly condemned the con-
tinued human rights violations by
Syria.

EU Increased
Sanctions
on Syria

The European Union slapped in-
creased sanctions on Syria over con-
tinuing violence. International pres-
sure is mounting on Syria to comply
with the measures as per the Arab
League's peace plan. European Union
banned the purchase of Syrian bonds
and the sale of  surveillance software
to the Syrian government. It also
stopped EU companies from partici-
pating in oil or power projects in
Syria.
Arab League identified a list of 17
powerful people from Syria against
whom the travel bans have been is-
sued. These include the Syrian de-
fence and the interior ministers.
Meanwhile, the report released by the
United Nations High Commissioner

for Human Rights stated that more
than 4000 people were killed in the
crackdown on anti-government pro-
testers in Syria.

UK Shut Down the
Iranian Embassy

The United Kingdom shut down the
Iranian embassy in London and ex-
pelled all its staff in retaliation to the
storming of  the British diplomatic
compound by an angry mob. They
were asked to leave the UK within
48 hours. The British government
also shut its embassy in Iran and
evacuated the staff.  France and Ger-
many have both recalled their ambas-
sadors to Iran for consultations fol-
lowing the attack on the U.K. em-
bassy in Tehran.

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
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Hindu Property
Restoration Act

Approved in
Bangladesh

The Bangladeshi Parliament on 29
November 2011 passed a landmark
bill, the Vested Properties Return
(Amendment) Bill 2011 that will en-
able Hindus to reclaim their property
taken over by the government and
individuals. The land was taken un-
der a controversial law enacted in the
1960s. It was implemented by the
East Pakistan administration before
Bangladesh became independent in
1971.The law was known as the En-
emy Property Act initially and it al-
lowed the authorities to confiscate
land and buildings of Hindus who
migrated to India. The act was re-
named as the Vested Properties Act
after independence. As per the law,
property belonging to millions of Hin-
dus who fled to India was taken over.
The law came into effect in 1965
during Indo-Pak war.

Kuwait’s PM
& Cabinet
Resigned

Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh
Nasser Mohammad al-Ahmad al-
Sabah and the Cabinet resigned on 28
November 2011 amid accusations of
corruption. Kuwait’s emir, Sheikh

Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah, accepted
the resignation. Opposition groups,
liberals, Islamists, student associa-
tions and rival chiefs organised a
mass rally in the Erada Square press-
ing for their demands. The opposition
accused Sheikh Nasser of transfer-
ring public funds into his overseas
bank accounts. 

The Kuwaiti Government denied
these charges.  Kuwait is a sovereign
Arab state situated in the north-east
of  the Arabian Peninsula in Western
Asia. It is bordered by Saudi Arabia
to the south at Khafji, and Iraq to the
north at Basra.

PJD Won in
Morocco

The Justice and Development Party
(PJD) won the parliamentary elec-
tions in Morocco according to the poll
results announced on 27 November
2011. PJD won 107 seats out of the
395 seats, almost twice as many as
the second place finisher. The Polls
were held on 25 November 2011 and
there was only a 45 percent turnout.
The PJD party follows the moral dic-
tates of the religion. The party is the
second Islamist party to win an elec-
tion after the Arab Spring. Tunisia’s
moderate Islamist party, Ennahda,
recently won the election in that coun-
try. Arab uprising had some effect

also on Morocco.  The king re-
sponded by modifying the constitu-
tion to give the next parliament and
prime minister more powers and held
early elections.
Elections in Morocco are held on a
national level for the legislature. Par-
liament has two chambers. The As-
sembly of Representatives of Mo-
rocco has 325 members elected for a
five-year term, 295 elected in multi-
seat constituencies and 30 in national
lists consisting only of women. The
Assembly of Councillors has 270
members, elected for a nine-year
term, elected by professional cham-
bers (91 seats), local councils (162
seats), and wage-earners (27 seats).
Morocco has had a multi-party sys-
tem since independence in 1956.
Morocco is the North African King-
dom. King Mohammed VI is the head
of the state.

Saleh Agreed to
Step down

Yemen's embattled President Ali
Abdullah Saleh finally agreed to step
down amidst massive public protests.
Saleh signed a Gulf co-operation
council (GCC) brokered peace Initia-
tive in Riyadh on 22 November 2011
to transfer his power within 30 days
to his Vice President, Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi. The activists and pro-

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM 19

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

testers rejected the GCC mediated
deal to grant immunity to President
Saleh and his relatives in lieu of the
transfer of power to the Vice Presi-
dent Hadi.
 After a long and agonizing wait and
backtracking three times on his prom-
ises, a beleagured Yemen's President
Ali Abdullah Saleh signed the agree-
ment in Riyad. Under the deal, he and
his relatives get immunity from pros-
ecution on handing over power to the
Vice president, Abed Rabbo Mansour
Hadi in 30 days. It will be followed
by early presidential elections within
90 days. Yemen has been besieged
with violence and protests by the
powerful tribals, army dissidents, the
opposition and the people who called
for the ouster of Saleh on charges of
nepotism and corruption.

India in UN’s JIU

India was elected to the United Na-
tions' Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) and
returned to this oversight body after
a gap of  35 years. India’s five-year
term with the body will start from 1
January 2013. India defeated China
to get a place on the JIU. India won
with a clear majority of 106 votes out
of the 183 cast, while China got 77
votes. India had served only once on
the JIU, 35 years ago from 1968 to
1977. Countries are elected to the JIU
for five years and extend their term
for another five years. China had held
its seat for 10 years and its term was
to expire in December 2012. The JIU
is an independent external oversight
body of the United Nations system,

mandated to conduct evaluations,
inspections and investigations. It is
composed of not more than 11 In-
spectors serving for a term of  five
years.

New Labour
Laws in Oman 

In Oman, many changes were intro-
duced in the new labour laws for the
welfare of  workers. Two weekly offs
have been made mandatory for work-
ers in all private firms. The holidays
can be on any day mutually decided
by the firms and workers. The maxi-
mum number of work hours a day has
been fixed at nine hours a day. An
employee can be asked to work extra
hours, provided the total does not
exceed 12 hours a day. The employer
should give the employee the basic
salary for the hour plus 25 per cent
for the extra hours during day shifts
and 50 per cent for the extra hours
during night shifts.  The new Omani
Law provides for 30 days of paid
leave annually and an emergency
leave of  six days. It has also brought
labour friendly amendments regard-
ing dismissal or termination of  ser-
vice of an employee. The companies
that do not comply with the pre-
scribed Oman rules, would be penal-
ized.

China Signed a
Contract with ISA

China on 18 November 2011 signed
a contract with ISA (International

Seabed Authority) to gain rights to
explore polymetallic sulphide ore de-
posits in Indian Ocean over the next
15 years.
The exploration contract was signed
between China Ocean Mineral Re-
sources Research and Development
Association and International Seabed
Authority (ISA). ISA is an inter-gov-
ernmental body with observer status
in the United Nations. Through this
contract, the Chinese association won
exclusive rights to explore a 10000
square kilometres of international
seabed in the southwest Indian
Ocean.  The Chinese association will
have to give up 75 per cent of the
ore deposit region within 10 years
before it exercises pre-emptive rights
of commercially mining the remain-
ing 2500 square kilometres as per the
contract.

Moreover, the Chinese association
will also have to conduct environ-
mental monitoring, environmental
baseline research and to train scien-
tific workers for other developing
countries. This is the second time
China has gained the right to explore
an international seabed ore deposit.
In 2001, China got the rights to mine
a 75000 square kilometres area of
international seabed for polymetallic
nodule ore in the northeast Pacific
Ocean.  The Directorate of Naval
Intelligence (DNI) expressed its res-
ervations to the Indian government
about the contract. It could provide
an excuse for China to operate its
warships and compile data on the vast
mineral resources in India's backyard.
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IAEA & Iran’s
Nuclear

Programme
World powers on 17 November 2011
put forward a resolution at IAEA (In-
ternational Atomic Energy Associa-
tion), expressing deep and increasing
concern about Iran's nuclear
programme following a hard-hitting
IAEA report. The resolution from
the five permanent members of  the
UN Security Council and Germany
(P5+1) expressed deep and increas-
ing concern about the unresolved is-
sues regarding the Iranian nuclear
programme, including those, which
need to be clarified to exclude the
existence of possible military dimen-
sions. The resolution will be discussed
by the International Atomic Energy
Agency's board of  governors.

A New Defence
Pact for Australia

and USA

A new defence pact was signed be-
tween the USA and Australia on 16
November 2011. The security pact
was signed during US President Barak
Obama’s Australia visit. This agree-
ment updated a 60-year-old security
alliance between the USA and Aus-
tralia. The pact will allow up to 250
US marines to be stationed in Dar-

win in northern Australia in the first
phase which will begin in 2012. There
will be a rotation every six months,
which will bring more than 2,500
marines stationed in Australia by
2014. The two nations also agreed to
enhance air force cooperation and
visits by US carriers to northern Aus-
tralia.

Syria Suspended
From the Arab

League
The Arab League on 16 November
2011 confirmed the suspension of
Syria from the organisation and de-
cided to impose economic sanctions
on the nation in case it refuses to ac-
cept an observer mission sent by the
former. The league also asked Syria
to stop the violence within three days.
The suspension of Syria was first an-
nounced by the Arab League on 12
November 2011. The U.N. estimated
that more than 3500 people were
killed in Syria’s 8-month-old uprising.
The Arab League officially called the
League of Arab States is a regional
organisation of Arab states in North
and Northeast Africa, and Southwest
Asia (Middle East). It was formed in
Cairo on 22 March 1945 with six
members: Egypt, Iraq,  Jordan , Leba-
non, Saudi Arabia, and Syria. Yemen
joined as a member on 5 May 1945.

Sanctions against
Syria by Arab

League
The Arab League on 27 November
2011 imposed a set of sanctions
against Syria for its failure to comply

with the League mediated peace plan
to end violence in the country. These
include freezing of financial assets, a
halt on dealing with Syria’s central
bank and stopping investments and
a travel ban on high- ranking officials.
The sanctions go into effect immedi-
ately.  The League also banned finan-
cial transactions and trade with the
Syrian government. Syrian govern-
ment is under economic and political
pressure to end an eight-month crack-
down against demonstrators.

APEC’s Honolulu
Declaration

APEC summit 2011 was held in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii from 8 November to
13 November 2011. Under the chair-
manship of US President Barak
Obama, leaders of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) fo-
rum agreed a comprehensive set of
measures to increase economic
growth and job creation by expand-
ing trade and investment in the Asia-
Pacific region.  Leaders agreed to
adopt market-driven innovation poli-
cies, reduce tariffs and eliminate
other barriers to trade in environmen-
tal goods and services, and improve
regulatory environments to reduce
unnecessary burdens on businesses.
 The APEC leaders vowed to set a
model for innovation that is market-
driven and non-discriminatory, not
government-directed and protection-
ist, in recognition of the key role en-
trepreneurship plays in increasing pro-
ductivity and ensuring economic
growth. US supported the need to
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show leadership to launch negotia-
tions to expand the product scope and
membership of  the WTO Informa-
tion Technology Agreement. This
could create significant market-en-
hancing opportunities for U.S. high-
tech companies.
APEC nations encouraged small and
medium-sized businesses to trade in
the region by exempting more low-
value shipments from customs duties
and simplifying customs requirements
and documentation. They planned to
launch an APEC Travel Facilitation
Initiative to make travel in the region
easier, faster, and more secure. US
supported promotion of domestic
structural reforms in APEC econo-
mies to minimize barriers to market-
based incentives and to facilitate com-
petition and opportunities for U.S.
exporters. The leaders agreed to im-
prove food security by extending an
APEC-wide standstill on agricultural
export restrictions. They vowed pro-
motion of growth by taking concrete
actions to expand economic oppor-
tunities for women in the Asia-Pacific
region.
As part of the larger commitment to
promoting a green economy, APEC
leaders agreed to support sustainable
growth and create green jobs. They
agreed to develop a list in 2012 of
environmental goods on which APEC
economies would reduce applied tar-
iffs to 5% or less by 2015, and elimi-
nate non-tariff barriers to environ-
mental goods and services. APEC
member nations committed to imple-
ment a set of good regulatory prac-
tices, including ensuring internal co-
ordination of  rulemaking, assessing
impacts of regulations, and conduct-
ing public consultation, in order to
reduce unnecessary burdens on busi-
nesses, costing time and money. They
also planned to improve the quality

of regulations and standards for
emerging green technologies like
smart grid, green buildings, and solar
technologies to reduce technical bar-
riers to trade in those products.

SAARC’s  Addu
Declaration

The 17th SAARC (South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Cooperation)
Summit (the heads of states) held in
Hithadhoo, Addu, Maldives on 10
November and 11 November 2011.
A 20-point Addu Declaration was
adopted on 11 November 2011 to
forge effective cooperation among
the member states in a host of areas
including economy, connectivity, cli-
mate change and food security. The
theme of the 17th SAARC Summit
was ‘Building Bridges’. The Summit
recognized the importance of bridg-
ing differences, creating better under-
standing and promoting amity and
mutually beneficial and comprehen-
sive cooperation in order to promote
effective linkages and connectivity
for greater movement of people, en-
hanced investment and trade in the
SAARC members region.

20-Point
Addu Declaration

1. To direct the SAFTA Ministerial
Council to intensify efforts to fully
and effectively implement SAFTA
and the work on reduction in Sensi-
tive Lists as well as early resolution
of non-tariff barriers and expediting
the process of  harmonizing standards
and customs procedures.
2. To direct the SAARC Finance Min-
isters to chart a proposal that would
allow for greater flow of financial

capital and intra-regional long-term
investment.
3. To hold the Twelfth SAARC Trade
Fair along with SAARC Travel and
Tourism Fair in Kulhudhuffushi,
Maldives in 2012; and to develop
modalities, by involving the relevant
private sector, in promoting the re-
gion globally as ‘Destination South
Asia.
4. To conclude the Regional Railways
Agreement and to convene the Ex-
pert Group Meeting on the Motor
Vehicles Agreement before the next
Session of the Council of Ministers;
and to direct the early conducting of
a demonstration run of  a Bangladesh-
India-Nepal container train.
5. To direct the Secretary General to
ensure completion of the preparatory
work on the Indian Ocean Cargo and
Passenger Ferry Service, including the
Feasibility Study, by the end of  2011,
in order to launch the Service.
6. To ensure timely implementation
of the Thimphu Statement on Cli-
mate Change.
7. To direct the conclusion of  the In-
ter-governmental Framework Agree-
ment for Energy Cooperation and the
Study on the Regional Power Ex-
change Concept as also the work re-
lated to SAARC Market for Electric-
ity.
8. To make available an appropriate
percentage of national income to-
wards the respective countries’ re-
newable energy investments, subject
to the approval of national arrange-
ments.
9. To resolve the operational issues
related to the SAARC Food Bank by
the next Session of the Council of
Ministers with a view to ensuring its
effective functioning.
10. To root out terrorism, taking into
account its linkages with illegal traf-
ficking in narcotic drugs, psychotro-
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pic substances and small arms and to
make coordinated and concerted ef-
forts to combat terrorism; and call for
an early conclusion of the proposed
UN Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism and comple-
tion of the ratification of the SAARC
Convention on Mutual Assistance in
Criminal Matters.
11. To initiate work towards combat-
ing maritime piracy in the region.
12. To direct the convening of  an In-
ter-governmental Expert Group
Meeting to discuss the establishment
of a regional mechanism to ensure
empowerment of  women and gender
equality in the region, with focus on
national legislations, including timely
realization of  the MDGs and SDGs.
13. To direct the finalization of  the
work on the elaboration of the
SAARC Regional Convention on Pre-
venting and Combating Trafficking in
Women and Children for Prostitution
with a view to its adoption by the next
Summit.
14. To formulate an actionable frame-
work to address the common chal-
lenge of sanitation and access to safe
drinking water in the region.
15. To expedite the work on mutual
recognition of academic and profes-
sional degrees and harmonization of
academic standards; and establish-
ment of  long-term linkages among
universities, research institutions and
think-tanks in the region.
16. To direct the South Asia Forum
to continue to work towards the de-
velopment of the ‘Vision Statement’
for South Asia and its future devel-
opment, including on the goal and
elements of a South Asian Economic
Union, as may emerge from its sub-
sequent meetings.
17. To strengthen SAARC mecha-
nisms, including the Secretariat and

Regional Centres, through an inter-
governmental process.
18. To direct SAARC mechanisms
and institutions to develop and imple-
ment regional and sub-regional
projects, as appropriate, in agreed ar-
eas.
19. To undertake a comprehensive
review of all matters relating to
SAARC’s engagement with Observ-
ers, including the question of dia-
logue partnership, before the next
Session of the Council of Ministers
in 2012.
20. To mark a SAARC Media Day
and, in that context, decide to con-
vene a Regional Conference on Me-
dia to consider deepening collabora-
tion in the region.

IAEA Report
On Iran

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in its report stated that it has
credible information about Iran’s clan-
destine nuclear activities. IAEA re-
port was released on 8 November
2011 in Vienna. The IAEA report
says Iran appears to have carried out
nuclear weapons-related activities as
part of  a structured program prior to
2003.

The IAEA report is based on intelli-
gence forwarded by some member
states and material collected by the
agency itself. Iran insists that its
nuclear prgramme is aimed at the
peaceful generation of  energy. The
U.N. Security Council has imposed
four rounds of sanctions on Iran for
failing to suspend sensitive nuclear
activities that have both peaceful and
military uses.

Alfanso Cano
Killed

The leader of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of  Colombia (FARC), 
Guillermo Leon Saenz alias Alfanso
Cano was killed in a government
bombing raid in the Cauca depart-
ment, southwest Colombia in the first
week of November 2011. The guer-
rilla leader's body was found in the
municipality of Suarez.

Alfanso Cano was a rebel leader with
both political experience and military
credibility. Cano went from being a
middle-class youth in the capital
Bogota to the top FARC leader after
taking part  in peace talks in
neighbouring Venezuela and Mexico
during the 1990s. He took over the
leadership of the rebel group after
founder Pedro Antonio Marin Marin,
alias Manuel Marulanda died of
natural causes in May 2008. Cano
had been the country's top target since
September 2010, when the group's
military chief was killed. The govern-
ment offered up to $3.7m (£2.3m) for
information that would lead to his
capture.
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About FARC

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, FARC is a Marxist–
Leninist revolutionary guerrilla orga-
nization based in Colombia which is
involved in the Colombian armed
conflict. FARC is a peasant army
which claims to represent the rural
poor in a struggle against Colombia's
wealthier classes, and opposes United
States influence in Colombia. It funds
itself principally through ransom
kidnappings, gold miningand produc-
tion and distribution of  illegal drugs.
The group is on a US list of terrorist

organisations and the Colombian
government’s military campaign,
which began in 2002, has been
backed by the American administra-
tion.

Current Position
of  FARC

The FARC rebels lost four member
of  the ruling Secretariat since 2008,
thereby suffering major blows to the
leadership of  the guerrilla army. Af-
ter Cano, there is no one with the pro-
file to keep the FARC together and
fragmentation and criminalization is
expected to follow. As a result any
further peace process with the gov-

ernment would deliver only a fraction
of  the rebel ranks.
Cano’s killing is the latest in a series
of blows delivered to Latin America's
last remaining leftist rebel army that
began in March 2008, when the
FARC's foreign minister, Raul Reyes,
was killed in a bombing across the
border in Ecuador. FARC's revered
co-founder, Manuel Marulanda, died
in a mountain hideout of a heart at-
tack. Later, Mono Jojoy was killed in
late 2010. Cano's death is a strategic
victory for President Juan Manuel
Santos who came to office in 2010
with a promise to keep up a hard-line
stance against the guerrillas.
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ECONOMY  ISSUES
A Meagre

growth in Exports
Registered

According to the data released by the
Commerce Ministry, exports regis-
tered a meagre 10.8 per cent growth
at $19.8 billion in October2011. De-
mand contraction in traditional mar-
kets such as Europe and the US
coupled with Indian government’s
policies resulted in the dip in export.
The growth rate was the lowest since
October 2009 when it contracted by
6.6 per cent. Imports soared in Oc-
tober 2011 rising by 21.7 per cent at
$39.5 billion, leaving a trade deficit
of $19.6 billion. The trade deficit was
the highest ever in any month in the
last four years. The trade imbalance
was attributed to expensive crude oil
and vegetable oils. Export growth
slipped to 44.25 per cent in August,
36.36 per cent in September and 10.8
per cent in October from a peak of
82 per cent in July 2011.
In October, oil imports grew 20.73
per cent at $10 billion, whereas non-
oil imports rose by 22 per cent to
$29.4 billion. Exports aggregated to
$179.7 billion, showing a handsome
growth of 45.9 per cent in the April-
October period. However, a steady
rise of 30.9 per cent in imports for
the seven-month period to $273.4
billion left the trade gap widening to
$93.7 billion. During April-October,

oil imports stood at $81.9 billion
thereby marking an increase of 40 per
cent. Non-oil imports rose by 27.1 per
cent to $191.5 billion. Federation of
Indian Export Organisations Presi-
dent Ramu S. Deora commented that
exports would suffer in the third and
fourth quarters of 2011-12. He also
expressed serious concern over drop
in exports in value terms for products
such as engineering.

SEBI Issued
Regulations KYC

Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) put forth the regulations
for uniform Know Your Client KYC
Registration Agency (KRA) on 2 De-
cember 2011. The move is expected
to benefit investors as it would save
them the trouble of repeating the
KYC process while investing in vari-
ous financial products. The regulator
allowed stock exchanges, depositories
or any other Self Regulatory
Organisation (SRO) to form wholly-
owned subsidiaries that could be reg-
istered as a KRA. SEBI will consider

applications to grant certificates of
initial registration to a wholly owned
subsidiary of a recognised stock ex-
change that have a nation-wide net-
work of  trading terminals, a wholly
owned subsidiary of a depository or
any other intermediary registered
with the Board.
The certificates of initial registration
of KRA granted under sub-regula-
tion would be valid for a period of
five years from the date of its issue
to the applicant.

What is KRA?
A KRA will make life simpler for in-
vestors who have to go through the
entire KYC procedures each time
they want to register with a new bro-
ker or a fund house. The role of a
KRA will involve completion of the
KYC procedures for a client and
make it available to all capital mar-
ket intermediaries that avail of  its
services. If  there is more than one
KRA, inter-operability will have to
be put in place to avoid duplicacy.
The KRA will be required to main-
tain a net worth of at least R25 crore
on a continuous basis.
SEBI mentioned that the KRA will
be responsible for storing, safeguard-
ing and retrieving the KYC docu-
ments and it will also have to retain
the original KYC documents of the
client, in both physical and electronic
form. KRAs have the responsibility
to appoint a compliance officer who
shall be responsible for monitoring
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the compliance of  the Act, rules and
regulations, notifications, guidelines
and instructions issued by the board
or the central government and for
redressal of  client’s grievances. The
compliance officer will immediately
and independently report to the Sebi
board any non-compliance observed
by him.

Separate Cat-
egory of NBFC’s

for MFI Sector

The Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) on
2 December 2011 approved the cre-
ation of a separate category of non-
banking financial companies for the
microfinance institution (MFI) sector.
The central bank also specified that
such institutions need to have a mini-
mum net owned fund of Rs 5 crore.
An RBI-appointed panel headed by
YH Malegam had earlier recom-
mended setting up of a special cat-
egory of NBFCs operating in the mi-
cro finance sector. The panel had sug-
gested a minimum net worth of 15
crore for an entity to qualify as an
NBFC-MFI. The RBI highlighted that
the NBFC-MFIs should have a mini-
mum net worth of Rs 5 crore. How-
ever, for those operating in the North-
Eastern states, the slab was kept at
Rs 2 crore. The RBI had in its second
quarter policy review in October
2011 approved of setting up of this
category of specialised financial com-

panies which would cater to low-in-
come groups.

Two Significant
Oil Discoveries

for ONGC
State-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corp (ONGC) on 1 December 2011
announced two significant oil discov-
eries. ONGC discovered oil in North
Kadi area of  Gujarat’s Mehsana dis-
trict, which is the company’s major
production centre. The discovery is
a new layer, called play in industry
parlance, and will add to the
company’s output.   ONGC also
made another strike in the Panna
area, 40 km from its Mumbai offshore
field. This discovery will make incre-
mental addition to the output from a
cluster that the company is develop-
ing. ONGC is to invest Rs 25000
crore in bringing to production nearly
a dozen marginal oil and gas fields by
2014.

Projects in Pipeline
The 14 projects of ONGC entailed
an investment of Rs 27305 crore.
The Rs 506.22-crore development of
D-1 field, Rs 219.77 crore SB-11 de-
velopment and Rs 1,688.38 crore in-
vestment in development of  Vasai
East in western offshore have already
been completed.  Another 11 projects
entailing an investment of Rs 24890
crore are under various stages of
implementation.The biggest among
the projects is B-193 Cluster devel-
opment at the cost of Rs 5633.44
crore which would yield 5.57 million
tonnes of oil and 5.12 billion cubic
metres of  gas in 15 years. The project
is scheduled to be completed by June
2012. 
Another Rs 3,241.03 crore is being

spent on Cluster-7 development by
March 2013 to produced 9.73 million
tonnes of oil and 4.52 billion cubic
metres of gas over a period of 16
years. ONGC is also investing Rs
3,195.16 crore in producing 6.13 mil-
lion cubic metres of condensate and
15.14 bcm of gas from C-Series field
by 2022-23. Rs 2218.01 crore is be-
ing investment in integrated develop-
ment of G-1 and GS-15 fields in for
producing 0.982 million tons of oil
and 5.92 bcm of gas over 15 years
period beginning May 2012.

Additional Funds
under the Interest
Subsidy Scheme

approved
The Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA) approved a
proposal for additional funds under
the interest subsidy scheme to the
tune of  over 2000 crore rupees. This
scheme has been extended for the
small and medium enterprises until
March 2012. It also covers handi-
crafts, handloom and carpet
sector.Approximately, 1654 crore ru-
pees were released by the Reserve
Bank of India as the interest subsidy
claims so far. In another decision, the
CCEA approved 1645 crore rupees
proposal by Japan International Co-
operation Agency, assisted Yamuna
Action Plan Phase III project at
Delhi.

Two Online Initia-
tives  by IRDA

The Insurance Regulatory and Devel-
opment Authority (IRDA) announced
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two online initiatives to safeguard the
interest of  insurance-seekers. The
first of the two online initiatives is
the extensive guidelines pertainining
to web aggregators and the second
one relates to the launch of a mobile
application to compare unitlinked
insurance policies (ULIPS) from vari-
ous companies and their premium
rates.

Guidelines to Web
Aggregators

Web aggregators are sites like
policybazaar.com, i-save.com,
medimanage.com and click2insure.in
that provide information on insur-
ance products from various compa-
nies. The information so collated can
help insurance-seekers compare pre-
mium rates for life, health, travel and
motor insurance. Most portals just
generate leads and not all offer the
option to purchase a product
online.However, some do facilitate an
online buying process to the extent
possible, usually by directing the in-
surance-seekers to the companies’
website. However, aggregators often
sell visitors’ personal information to
several insurers, resulting in custom-
ers being bombarded with sales calls
from the companies or their agents.
IRDA therefore directed the
aggregators not to pass visitor’s in-
formation on to companies on the
site’s home page.

To ensure that aggregators do no in-
dulge in promoting products, the in-
surance regulator has decreed that
they cannot display ratings, rankings,
endorsements or bestsellers of insur-
ance products on their websites. Simi-
larly, they have been barred from com-
menting on insurers or their products.

Launch of the Mobile
Application

The launch of the mobile application,
is intended to help insurance-seekers
compare ULIPs launched after 1 Sep-
tember 2010. The tool, which works
on Android, iPhone, Nokia and
Blackberry platforms, has been
termed a mobile application and can
be accessed even via a personal
computer.Users can search products
for comparison through three options
– By company, Policy type and Key-
words. Up to three products can be
selected at a time for comparison,
with the criteria listed being benefits
offered, premium-paying term, ten-
ure, charges and so on.

World Health
Organisation’s

update on
HIV/AIDS

According to the UNAIDS report,
drafted jointly with the UNICEF and
the World Health Organisat ion
(WHO) and released on 30 Novem-
ber 2011,  India houses half of Asia's
HIV patients and is way ahead of
China in disease burden. India also
featured in the list of 22 countries
prioritised for preventing mother to
child transmission infection.The re-
port was titled- Global HIV/AIDS

response – Epidemic update and
health sector progress towards uni-
versal access: progress report
2011.About 48 lakh people were liv-
ing with HIV in Asia in 2010 and
nearly half of them , 49 per cent were
found to be living in India. The per-
centage of pregnant women who
tested positive for HIV infection in
India also rose from 2 per cent in
2005 t0 23 per cent in 2010. A re-
port titled HIV/AIDS surveillance in
Europe 2010 noted a 2.5-fold in-
crease in the total number of HIV
infections reported in Europe since
20011. 500000 cases were diagnosed
in the Russian Federation and almost
180000 AIDS cases were diagnosed
in countries with no HIV surveil-
lance data from before 2002–2004
(France, Italy and Spain). The total
cumulative number of people diag-
nosed with HIV in the Region was 
about 1.4 million. Faced with this
alarming rise, the 53 Member States
in the Region endorsed the new Eu-
ropean Action Plan for HIV/AIDS
2012–2015.The new European Ac-
tion Plan for HIV/AIDS 2012–2015,
adopted in September 2011 by the 53
countries in the WHO European Re-
gion and officially released on 30
November 2011, is an urgent call for
action on this public health
challenge.The European Action Plan
represents an excellent roadmap for
national strategies and responses.

GDP Growth
to 7.3%

As per the data released by the gov-
ernment on 30 November 2011,
Gross domestic product (GDP)
growth in the first half (April-Septem-
ber) of financial year 2011-12 mod-
erated to 7.3 per cent from 8.6 per
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cent in the first six months of 2010-
11. The economic growth for the July-
September quarter slowed to an
annualised 6.9 per cent, due to two
years of progressive monetary tight-
ening, low domestic business confi-
dence and a retreat of foreign capi-
tal.
Causes that Prompted the

Fall in GDP
The continued debt crisis in the
Eurozone and the economic slow-
down in the U.S. also impacted the
economic parameters of labour-in-
tensive industries as manufacturing
took a big hit. Growth during the July-
September period of 2011-12 fell
mainly due to poor manufacturing
performance and declining output of
the mining industry. There was also a
moderation in agriculture growth as
well. Rising inflation, continued po-
litical and economic uncertainty, ris-
ing interest rates, unstable economic
order and slow pace of  reforms
negetively impacted growth. Tight
monetary policy followed by the Re-
serve Bank of  India to tame inflation
led to a drop in the manufacturing
sector growth rate to 2.7 per cent in
July-September from 7.8 per cent in
the corresponding quarter of 2010-
11.
 The mining and quarrying sector out-
put declined by 2.9 per cent, com-
pared to 8 per cent in the second quar-
ter of 2010-11. Agriculture produc-
tion slipped to 3.2 per cent from 5.4
in the corresponding period last fis-
cal. GDP growth in the second quar-
ter last fiscal stood at 8.4 per cent.
The RBI lowered its growth projec-
tion for the current fiscal to 7.6 per
cent from an estimated 8 per cent.
India Inc blamed the decline on tight
monetary policy, which has increased
the cost of borrowings and thereby

slowed down growth by hindering
fresh investment. Headline inflation
has been above the 9 per cent mark
since December 2010. The govern-
ment and the RBI accepted that high
interest rates would hurt the country's
growth prospects. The central bank
however underlined that bringing in-
flation under control is its major
agenda.
India's economy grew at the slowest
rate for more than two years in the
second quarter July-September quar-
ter of  2011-12, confir ming the
country's shift to lower growth rates
of about 7 per cent. India's
policymakers could not manage to
tame inflation raging at near double-
digit levels. The last time India's gross
domestic product growth fell below
7 per cent was in the quarter to June
2009, when it was struck by the ef-
fects of the global financial crisis in
western economies. The drop in the
July-September quarter  from the 7.7
per cent recorded in April-June quar-
ter is likely to raise questions over
whether India can achieve the
government's official target for eco-
nomic growth in the 2012 fiscal year
of 8.5 per cent.

GDP Forecast to
7.8% by CMIE

Leading research firm, Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)
in November 2011 scaled down
India’s GDP forecast to 7.8% for
2011-12 from the earlier forecast of
7.9%. Downward revision in the fore-
cast for the mining index from 4.4%

to 3.2%, manufacturing sector from
7.5% to 6.9% and electricity from 9
to 8.7% led to a further decline in
GDP forecast for this fiscal. the Re-
serve Bank had also reduced its fore-
cast for real GDP growth sharply
from 8 to 7.6%. The rating agency
Crisil had revised its growth estimate
from 7.7-8% to 7.6%. The index of
industrial production growth slowed
down to 2-4% and the wholesale
price index-based inflation growth
remained riveted to 9.5% despite sus-
tained efforts by the RBI to rein in
inflation by raising interest rates.
The lack of availability of coal in
2011-12 pulled down the mining in-
dex and led to delay of  thermal
projects. As a result the electricity
generation forecast was revised.
The research firm warned that the
economy is headed towards
stagflation due to persistent fall in the
IIP (Index of Industrial Production)
and the high inflation. The growth in
sales of companies, which grew by a
handsome 25% in the first half of
2011 was however robust. Sales of
manufacturing companies adjusted
for inflation indicated that the IIP
under-estimates growth in the manu-
facturing sector by about 33%. CMIE
also noted thatr in the first half, the
real sales of manufacturing compa-
nies grew by about 9%, indicating
robust demand for industrial goods.
Though profit margins of the
corporates later declined because of
an increase in raw material cost and
interest rates, it is still robust and way
above the low margins seen in the
years 1999 to 2002. The net profit
margin of the listed non-finance com-
panies fell to 6.4% in June 2011, but
between March 1999 and December
2002 they never touched 6%. Growth
in corporate sales indicates that con-
sumption demand continues to grow
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well. Kharif sowing this year was
higher than last season. Agricultural
production was estimated to grow by
2.9% after a robust 6.6% growth in
2010. Estimation of growth in agri-
cultural production indicated robust
domestic consumption demand in in
2011-12.

E-commerce
Market to be

$24 billion

According to the study titled Indian
Digital Consumer Industry by finan-
cial services firm Avendus, the num-
ber of people transacting online is
expected to touch 39 million by 2015.
The estimated online transaction will
further boost the Indian e-commerce
market which is estimated to grow to
$24 billion by 2015 from the current
$6.3 billion.Currently 8-10 million
people in India transact online, which
is about 11% of the 80 million
internet users in the country, which
represents a penetration of 7% of the
population and 17% of the urban
population. The study estimated the
number of unique users transacting
on travel sites (only) to be around 6-
7 million and 2-3 million for non-
travel e-commerce sites in the present
day. The online travel market was
estimated at Rs 24900 crore ($5.5
billion) in 2011. In India, online travel
revenues are dominated by ticket
bookings, with air and train bookings

accounting for close to 90% of the
segment’s revenues. India, as per the
study is considered one of the most
lucrative markets for online travel.
While 57% of the online travel rev-
enue came from air travel, train and
hotel packages contributed 37% and
5%, respectively in 2010-11. The re-
maining 1% was from bus bookings.
Online travel is expected to grow at
22% to reach Rs 54800 crore by
2015. The number of transacting us-
ers in the US was 170 million in 2010,
comprising 69% of the overall
internet users in the country.
Thenumber of transacting users in
The US was observed to be growing
at 8% for the last six years.

26 per cent FDI in
Domestic Airlines

Proposed

The Department of  Industrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP) on 22 Novem-
ber 2011 moved a Cabinet note, pro-
posing 26 per cent foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in domestic airlines.
The note is opposed to move by the
Civil Aviation Ministry, which has
stuck to 24 per cent FDI in domestic
carriers.DIPP is of  the opinion that
anything below 26 percent would not
attract strategic investment from for-
eign airlines because in that case they
will not have any powers to block a
special resolution in a board meeting
under the Indian company laws.
                                                  The
move came at a time when several

domestic airlines are in complete fi-
nancial mess and struggling to run
their day-to-day operations. IndiGo is
the only carrier that registered a profit
in 2010-11. According to lobby group
Federation of  Indian Airlines (FIA),
private airlines in India lost Rs3500
crore in the six months ended Sep-
tember 2011 more than the Rs2900
crore they lost in all of 2010-11.
Kingfisher reported a net loss of
Rs.468 crore, Jet Airlines Rs.713 crore
and Spicejet Rs.240 crore for the sec-
ond quarter of 2011-12 under the
impact of rising AFT price and weak-
ening rupee. India allows overseas
investment of up to 49% in Indian
carriers, but foreign airlines are not
allowed to invest directly or indirectly
in domestic ones due to security con-
cerns. Non-resident Indians (NRIs)
can invest 100 per cent.

Exploration of
Shale Gas During

the 12th  Plan
Directorate General of Hydrocar-
bons (DGH) S. K. Srivastava an-
nounced on 22 November 2011, the
Indian government’s decision to
launch its maiden bid round for ex-
ploration of shale gas during the 12th
 Plan (2012-17) with an aim to meet
its rising energy needs. The DGH had
initiated steps to identify the prospec-
tive areas for offering. As per current
available data, six basins — Cambay
(in Gujarat), Assam-Arakan (in the
Northeast), Gondawana (in central
India), KG onshore (in Andhra
Pradesh), Cauvery onshore and Indo
Gangatic basins, hold shale gas po-
tential. Legislative changes would be
needed for shale gas exploration. Si-
multaneous exploitation of different
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sources such as coal bed methane
would also be required. Under the
current policy, exploration and pro-
duction of conventional oil and gas
and coal bed methane (CBM) is al-
lowed. However, shale gas explora-
tion faces several challenges such as
the availability of water and vast
tracts of land. Shale gas or natural gas
trapped in sedimentary rocks (shale
formations) below the earth's surface
is the new focus area in the U.S.,
Canada and China as an alternative
to conventional oil and gas for meet-
ing the growing energy needs.

Mobile Device
Sales to be up

Leading IT research and advisory
company, Gartner predicted mobile
device sales in India to reach 231
million units in 2012, against 213
million units in 2011 marking an in-
crease of 8.5 per cent. The mobile
handset market is expected to show
steady growth through 2015 when
end-user sales will surpass 322 mil-
lion units. The Indian mobile device
market is driven by the lowest call
rates in the world and dominated by
low-cost devices, which account for
75 per cent of overall sales in India
in 2011. According to Gartner, the
Indian mobile device market is com-
petitive with more than 150 manu-
facturers selling devices to consum-
ers. While most of  the local and Chi-
nese manufacturers have remained

focussed on low-cost devices, some
manufacturers have built capabilities
to deliver smartphone devices and
even ventured into other global mar-
kets.

Indian Rupee hit
at Rs. 52 per $

The rupee fell to an all-time low on
22 November 2011 as oil refiners and
other companies rushed to buy dol-
lars in the  midst of swelling current
account deficit and fears over the glo-
bal economy and eurozone. Exposure
to short-term portfolio flows, a ris-
ing oil import bill and worsening gov-
ernment finances heightened the risk
of  the rupee which has been Asia's
worst-performing currency in 2011.

The Indian rupee commenced in the
lower ranges of  Rs. 52 per dollar lev-
els through 23 November 2011 as
well. Rupee was seen plunging to
record lows since 21 November 2011
having breached the so far all time
lows of 52.06, seen on 5 March 2009.
In the spot currency market, the In-
dian unit was trading at around 52.22,
up almost 21 paise or 0.40% as com-
pared to previous close at 52.43.

Revised Concept
Paper on Taxa-
tion of Services

The government’s indirect taxes body
released in November 2011 a revised
concept paper on taxation of  services
on the basis of a negative list, mak-
ing some additions and deletion to the
first paper published in August 2011.
22 services will be under the nega-
tive list, or exempt from tax, as against
27 proposed in the earlier draft. In-
dia currently specifies the services
that will be taxed. The shift to a nega-
tive list will mean that all services
except those mentioned in the list will
be taxed, providing clarity on services
that will be taxed and widening the
service tax base. The major sectors
that remain excluded from services
tax are financial sector, education,
social welfare services, health and
certain notified services provided by
the government.

Modified Tatkal
Scheme

The modified Tatkal scheme for
booking of train tickets came into
effect from 21 November 2011. Un-
der the new scheme announced by
Railway Minister Dinesh Trivedi in
the third week of November 2011,
the reservation period was reduced
to one day from the earlier two days.
The scheme also restricts the agents
from booking the ticket under the
tatkal quota from 8 am to 10 am.
Tatkal tickets will now only be issued
on production of identity proof at the
counter. 
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Investment Limit
for FII increased

The Finance Ministry on 17 Novem-
ber 2011 increased the investment
limit for foreign institutional inves-
tors (FII) in government securities (G-
secs) and corporate bonds by $5 bil-
lion each.  The Ministry’s move will
enhance capital flows and increase
the availability of resources for
corporates. The FIIs can now invest
up to $15 billion in G-secs and $20
billion in corporate bonds. The in-
vestment limit in long-term infra-
structure bonds, however was kept
unchanged at $25 billion. A notifica-
tion informing about the new FII in-
vestment ceilings was issued by the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India.
The enhancement is expected to in-
crease investment in debt securities
and help in further development of
the government securities and corpo-
rate bond markets in the country. The
decision was taken after a review of
the macro—economic situation.
26% FDI in Pension Sector
The Union Cabinet on 16 November
2011 agreed to partially allow foreign
direct investment (FDI) to enter the
pension sector to the extent of 26 per
cent, as is now available in the area
of insurance. The cabinet however
refused to mention any sectoral cap
in the proposed legislation. In its ap-
proval to amendments in the PFRDA

Bill, 2011, the Cabinet turned down
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee's suggestion of  providing
a guarantee on assured returns on
pension fund schemes. The provision
with regard to the FDI cap for the
pension sector was proposed to be
incorporated in the regulations once
the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority Bill, 2011, is
enacted.

Labour Ministry
Survey

A survey of  eight sectors conducted
by the labour ministry released on 16
November 2011 revealed that despite
the slowdown in economic activity,
employment increased marginally in
April-June quarter of 2011-12. Ac-
cording to the survey, employment in
eight sectors grew 2.15% during April-
June 2011, compared to 1.74% in the
january-March quarter  and 1.62% in
2010. The eight sectors added 2.15
lakh jobs during the quarter, with IT-
enabled services (1.64 lakh) and met-
als (53,000) contributing the most.
However two sectors - textiles and
transport saw a fall in employment
numbers during the quarter. The tex-
tiles sector saw a 0.33% reduction in
employment, while there was a
0.02% decrease in case of transport.
Auto companies and component mak-
ers added a mere 18,000 employees
given the slump in sales. Gems &
jewellery, despite the robust export
growth in the January-march quarter
could only add 13000 more workers.
The situation was far worse in leather
and textiles sectors with both seeing
1000 workers each added to the
workforce.

15 Highway Con-
struction Projects

approved
The Cabinet Committee on Infra-
structure on 16 November 2011 ap-
proved 15 projects for highway con-
struction of  about 1814 kilometres
at an estimated cost of Rs 15680
crore. The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) is to under-
take 10  of these projects projects
whereas implementation of the rest
of the projects would rest with the
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh state
agencies. 14 projects would be taken
up on BOT-Toll model, only 1 project
will need government assistance
through annuity payments. Most of
the projects involve 4 laning of the
existing stretches. The government is
currently expediting work in Left
Wing affected areas as well as North-
East region, which is being imple-
mented by the Road ministry. In the
Left Wing areas, bids for 1286 kms
and work for executing 524 kms has
been awarded so far in 2011.

100% Rural
Teledensity Tar-

get Possible only
by 2020

Data published by TRAI revealed
that nearly half a billion Indians,
mostly rural are still to become digi-
tal citizens, even where voice tele-
phony is concerned. As per the data,
500 million Indians do not yet own a
personal mobile device and the slow
pace of growth indicates that a 100%
rural teledensity target may be pos-
sible only eight years later or by 2020.

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM32

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

TRAI pegged India’s mobile
teledensity at 72.12% or 865.71 mil-
lion wireless subscribers as of August
2011. However in reality,  VLR (Visi-
tor Location Register) data showed
that only 70.30% are active, indicat-
ing a real subscriber base of 608.63
million. Of the total 865 million
mobile subscribers, rural subscribers
are pegged at 295.17 million, trans-
lating to an overall rural teledensity
of 35.20%. As per the VLR param-
eters, only 206 million of these are
active (70% of 295 million). Given
that India has 700 million rural in-
habitants, this leaves nearly half a
billion rural Indians outside the mo-
bile network. The challenge for the
government in this respect is enor-
mous and well identified in both draft
NTP 2011. The draft NTP seeks to
increase rural teledensity from the
current level of around 35% to 60%
by the year 2017 and 100% by the
year 2020.

Guaranteed Re-
turns on Pension

Products removed
by IRDA

The insurance regulator, the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Au-
thority (IRDA), on 9 November 2011
relaxed its earlier decision asking in-

surance companies to guarantee a
minimum return of 4.5 per cent on
unit-linked pension policies. IRDA
removed the guarantee clause which
required all insurers to offer a mini-
mum 4.5 per cent return on the in-
vestment made by subscribers.IRDA
mentioned that riders, as a part of
pension products, cannot exceed
15% premium. Assured benefit will
be based on pension premium and not
overall premium. IRDA’s move is ex-
pected to revive the pension products
industry.The move will also encour-
age pension funds to earmark larger
amounts towards equities. Earlier,
pension funds parked their monies
largely in debt since it offered greater
stability and predictability in terms of
returns, unlike the equity markets.

The doing away of the minimum re-
turns is likely to enable fund manag-
ers to innovate and offer new prod-
ucts that would invest in a mix of
debt and equity based on the
investor’s risk. Being a long term in-
vestment, an exposure to equity in-
creases the chances of better returns
on the total accumulated corpus.
IRDA mentioned that pension prod-
ucts, which are currently allowed via
ULIP and non-ULIP platforms, can-
not be provided through variable in-
surance products. Insurers providing
pension can provide annuity on sur-
render. The insurers also need to en-
sure investment in pension products
are only for long-term saving. The
regulator has given an option to com-
mute only up to 33% on surrender
and utilise entire proceeds to buy
single premium deferred pension.

Cash Manage-
ment System for
23 Departments
and Ministries

The Finance Ministry on 9 Novem-
ber 2011 decided to bring 23 more
departments and ministries for grants
under its monthly monitor with an
aim at improving cash management
and controlling expenditure. From
2012-13 onwards, the cash manage-
ment system would apply to 46 min-
istries and departments.The cash
management system has been in op-
eration since 2007-08 with an objec-
tive to ensure evenness in the bud-
geted expenditure and reduce rush of
spending in the last quarter of finan-
cial year. It also monitors the expen-
diture pattern and reduces the ten-
dency of parking funds by depart-
ments. Also, the cash management
system helps the government in plan-
ning its market borrowing calender.

Under the cash management system,
the departments and ministries are re-
quired to submit monthly expenditure
plan (MEP) to the Finance Ministry.
They are not allowed to issue cheques
beyond their quarterly limit. The
maximum expenditure for the last
month of the fiscal has been set at
15 per cent of the budgeted provi-
sion of the department. It is 33 per
cent for the last quarter. It was de-
cided that departments of atomic
energy, home, defence, forest and
environment, railways would be
added to the Finance Ministry's sur-
veillance. The decision was taken in
the wake of government finances
coming under pressure because of
slowdown in the industrial produc-
tion, which affects its tax revenue.
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Indirect tax collections in October
2011 dropped by 2.5 per cent to Rs
30278 crore. Industrial production
growth was only 4.1 per cent in Au-
gust.

Moody down-
graded Indian

Banking System's
Rating

Global ratings firm Moody's on 9
November 2011 downgraded the en-
tire Indian banking system's rating
outlook from stable to negative indi-
cating a deterioration in asset quality
in the months ahead. In September
2011, Standard & Poor's (S&P) down-
graded the country's largest lender,
the State Bank of India, by one notch.
Arguing its case for the outlook
downgrade the Moody's mentioned
that with asset quality was anticipated
to deteriorate over the next 12-18
months, thereby causing an increase
in provisioning needs for the banks
in financial year 2012 and 2013. The
Moody's decision was announced at
a time when the Eurozone financial
system is in turmoil and a large num-
ber of European banks are in dire
straits. The government rejected it
claiming that the country's lending
institutions are much healthier than
their global counterparts. Indian
bankers termed the move unwar-
ranted and premature at this point of
time. The market apprehended that
the downgrade by the Moody's would
render overseas borrowings costlier
for Indian banks. The negative senti-
ment sparked a major sell-off in
banking stocks, resulting in the bank-
ing index on the Bombay Stock Ex-
change tumbling by 2.62 per cent on
9 November.
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INDIA & THE WORLD
India & Nepal

India and Nepal on 27 November
2011 signed a revised Double Taxa-
tion Avoidance Agreement (DTAA). 
This will help prevent tax evasion and
facilitate exchange of  information on
banking between the two countries.
DTAA, will allow Indian traders and
investors to enjoy tax relaxation in
India once they pay taxes in Nepal.
The agreement is also likely to in-
crease confidence of investors and
help Nepal attract more investment
from India.The revised DTAA be-
tween India and Nepal will replace
an earlier agreement signed between
India and Nepal in 1987.

Important Information:
» Indian firms are the biggest inves-
tors in Nepal. They account for about

47.5 per cent of total approved FDIs
(Foreign Direct Investments).
» India is the biggest source of  for-
eign investments in Nepal and its larg-
est trading partner. However, Nepal
accounts for only 0.44 per cent of
India's total trade.
» The bilateral trade between India
and Nepal increased from USD 1.98
billion US dollars in 2009-10 to
around 2.70 billion US dollars in
2010-11, which is an increase of 37
per cent.

India & UAE

India and the United Arab Emirates
on 23 November 2011 signed two
key agreements. The first agreement
will allow each other's convicted pris-
oners to serve the rest of  their jail
terms in their native country. It is
likely to benefit 1000 Indians impris-
oned in different UAE jails for vari-

ous crimes. The agreement has pro-
vision that any Indian sentenced in
the UAE who is to be transferred to
India should have a minimum of six
months of  jail term left and there
should not be any pending case
against him. The second agreement is
related to security cooperation.  The
agreement seeks to increase coopera-
tion on several issues like organized
crime, combating terrorism and drug
trafficking. India and UAE already
have an extradition treaty. The two
key agreements were signed by UAE
deputy Prime Minister and minister
of interior Lt-Gen Sheikh Saif bin
Zayed Al Nahyan and home minister
P Chidambaram when the former vis-
ited India.

India &
Bangladesh

The 12th meeting of the Home Sec-
retaries between India and
Bangladesh was concluded on 21
November 2011 in New Delhi. The
Indian delegation was led by R.K.
Singh, Union Home Secretary while
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the Bangladesh delegation was led by
Monzur Hossain.The two sides issued
a joint statement at the conclusion of
the talks.

Following are the main features of
the joint statement:
» Both  nations reiterated their com-
mitment to further expand and
strengthen mutual cooperation in the
security and border related issues.
» Both sides reaffirmed their com-
mitment not to allow the territory of
either country to use for any activity
inimical to each other’s interests.
» It was agreed that current level of
engagement between the two coun-
tries needs to be further consolidated
for mutual benefits.
» Both sides agreed to operationalise
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
(MLAT), Transfer of  Sentenced Per-
sons (TSP), Agreement on Combat-
ing Organized Crime and Illegal Drug
Trafficking which were signed during
the visit of  Prime Minister of
Bangladesh to India in January 2010
and to implement the Coordinated
Border Management Plan (CBMP)
signed during the visit of  Minister of
Home Affairs of India to Bangladesh
in July 2011.
» Both sides agreed that Extradition
Treaty, under consideration by both
the Governments, may be finalized
at an early date.
» Bangladesh side sought assistance
of Indian side in tracking, apprehend-
ing and handing over of the killers
of the Father of the Nation of
Bangladesh Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
» India and Bangladesh reviewed the
functioning of the nodal points for
sharing of  information on security

related matters and expressed their
satisfaction in this regard.
» Both sides reaffirmed their resolve
to take immediate action on the ba-
sis of real time and actionable infor-
mation through nodal points of the
two countries.
» Both sides agreed to develop
mechanisms to further hasten the pro-
cess of verification of nationality sta-
tus of prisoners lodged in jails of ei-
ther country, particularly of  those
who have completed their sentence,
to enable their early repatriation.
» Both sides agreed to provide con-
sular access for expediting verifica-
tion of nationality of the persons
lodged in jails.
» In order to further intensify people
to people contact, both sides agreed
to discuss visa related issues in the
next meeting of  the Revised Travel
Agreement, which would be held
soon.
» Both sides noted with appreciation
the firing incidence has considerably
reduced along the international bor-
der. Both sides agreed that utmost
restraint would be exercised to avoid
human casualty.
» Indian side appreciated the coop-
eration extended by Bangladesh side
to prevent smuggling of  Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) into India.
» Both sides agreed to further en-
hance level of cooperation and vigi-
lance in this regard.
» Both sides also discussed the ur-
gency of  stopping the smuggling of
narcotics and psychotropic sub-
stances.
» Both sides seriously took into cog-
nizance the menace of human traf-
ficking, particularly women and chil-
dren along Indo-Bangladesh border.

» Both sides agreed that the two
Task Forces under the respective
Ministries need to meet on a regular
basis for better coordination aiming
to combating this social menace.
» Both sides agreed to enhance co-
operation in capacity building of  Po-
lice and other law enforcement agen-
cies.
» Both sides agreed that the next
Home Secretary level Talks would be
held in Dhaka, the date of which
would be decided through diplomatic
channels.

India & Pakistan

India and Pakistan held two-day trade
talks in New Delhi on 14 and 15 No-
vember 2011. These were India-
Pakistan’s Commerce Secretary-level
talks. The agenda of  the trade talks
was laid out in terms of  preparing
timelines for complete normalisation
of trade relationship and implemen-
tation of committed SAFTA obliga-
tions. The Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) issue was among the main
agenda items. The agenda included
India’s seeking clarity on Pakistan’s
Cabinet decision to grant it MFN sta-
tus and Pakistan’s seeking
liberalisation of visa regime for its
businessmen. According to these
trade talks agendas, Islamabad
needed to treat India at par with other
economic partners after the grant of
MFN status. Islamabad demanded a
complete normalisation of  the bilat-
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eral trade. The India-Pakistan trade
is a paltry USD 2.6 billion, though the
third country-routed commerce is es-
timated at USD 10 billion. India had
granted the MFN status to Pakistan
in 1996.

India & China

Chinese Ambassador to India, Zhang
Yan on 17 November 2011 handed
over the cheque of 1 million US dol-
lars for construction of  a library in
Nalanda International University
(NIU) to highlight the Chinese art and
architecture. The fund will be used
for the construction of  a library,
which will help in strengthening the
relations between India and

China.China fulfilled the commit-
ment made by Premier Wen Jiabao
during his Nalanda visit on 21 Janu-
ary 2011. Exchange of culture
through Nalanda International Uni-
versity is a major project for China.

India & Japan

India-Japan Defence Ministers’ Meet-
ing was held in Tokyo on 2 Novem-
ber 2011. The delegation level talks,
led by the Defence Minister AK
Antony and his Japanese counterpart
Yasuo Ichikawa, recognized the im-
portance of sea lanes and decided to
actively pursue consultations and co-
operation in the field of maritime se-
curity both bilaterally and in associa-

tion with all other countries in the
region. India and Japan agreed to hold
their first bilateral naval exercises in
2012. The two nations exchanged
views on regional and international
security and decided to step up de-
fence cooperation and exchanges be-
tween the two countries. India-Japan
defence cooperation is geared to-
wards peace and prosperity of the
region and is transparent. The Indian
delegation included the Defence Sec-
retary Shashi Kant Sharma, the In-
dian Ambassador to Japan, Aloke
Prasad, the Vice Chief of Naval
Staff Vice Admiral RK Dhowan and
GoC-in-C, Central Command, Lt Gen
VK Ahluwalia.Anti-piracy efforts
need to be supplemented by adoption
of better security measures by the
world maritime community. There is
a need to not only have a legal frame-
work for prosecuting the pirates, but
concerted efforts are also necessary
to track the money-trail and to stop
it from being channelized for fund-
ing terrorist activities, worldwide.
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SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

Agni-IV Success-
fully Test Fired

India's most advanced long-range
missile, Agni-IV was test fired suc-
cessfully on 15 November 2011 from
a road-mobile launcher from the In-
tegrated Test Range (ITR) at Wheel-
ers Island, off the coast of Orissa.
The missile covered a range of more
than 3,000 km in 20 minutes of flu-
ent flight. It accurately reached the
targeted area in the Bay of Bengal.
The missile system is equipped with
modern and compact avionics with
redundancy to provide high level re-
liability. The indigenous ring Laser
Gyros based high accuracy INS
(RINS) and Micro Navigation System
(MINGS) was used in the launch for
the first time.So far this was India’s
longest range mission flown by the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). The DRDO
of India used a host of new technolo-
gies for the first time in this mission.
Agni-IV opened a new era for India
in the class of long-range missiles to

carry strategic nuclear warheads for
the armed forces. It is capable of  pro-
viding deterrence; strategically Agni-
IV is capable of covering the whole
area of  India’s border with China.

About Agni-IV

» Agni-IV is a two-stage missile
» It weighs 17 tonnes and is 20
metres long
» Agni-IV is capable of carrying
nuclear warheads
» It can carry a 1,000-kg payload.
However, it carried an 800-kg pay-
load of conventional explosives in
the test flight
» Agni-IV was earlier called Agni-II
Prime. The first flight of Agni-II
Prime in December 2010 was a fail-
ure.

Clutch Operation
The primary function of the clutch is
to disconnect the engine from the re-
maining parts of the power transmis-
sion system at the will of the driver
by the use of a suitable lever thereby
permitting the engine to run without
driving the vehicle. A clutch usually
consists of two members that are
positively driven by the engine and
the third which connects the trans-
mission to the wheel. The first two
members are the clutch and the pres-

sure plates which are present in the
vicinity of the engine to transfer the
power to third component which is
the final drive unit (chain or a
shaft).The clutch plates are friction
surfaces and are designed so that the
driven member (the wheel) is gradu-
ally brought to speed by the driving
member (the engine). These two com-
ponents slip on each other until all
the components come to an equal
speed after which there is a firm con-
tact of  the frictional components.
                                                         
The drive is made possible by the fric-
tion between these components and
is kept maintained by spring pressure
present in the clutch which prevents
slipping during normal running.When
we start the vehicle from a stand-still
position, the force that the engine has
to overcome to get the vehicle mov-
ing is the friction between the tyres
and the road surface and it is propor-
tional to the weight of the vehicle and
the contact surface area of  the tyres.
To get the vehicle moving, the driver
engages the clutch and then shifts to
the primary gear whose gear ratio is
such that when engaged, the final
drive moves at a considerably lesser
speed when compared to the engine.
Once the vehicle is moving, the
clutch is used only to disengage the
engine to shift across the gears based
upon necessity. When in a higher
speed, the gradual release of the
clutch may not be necessary because
of the gear ratios and the type of

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM38

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

clutch used.  In a wet type clutch the
oil along with the spring pressure pro-
vides enough damping to counter the
sudden slip thereby reducing the jerk.
Whereas in a dry type clutch, the sud-
den release creates a jerk at all speeds
till a complete contact is established.
It can be finally said that the opera-
tion of the clutch is governed by the
vehicle class, type of clutch and the
experience of  the driver.

Manned Soyuz
Spacecraft

Russia successfully launched a
manned spacecraft on 14 November
after its several botched launches in
2011. A Soyuz TMA-22 spaceship
with two Russians cosmonauts and a
US astronaut safely blasted off from
Baikonur Cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan.
 This launch was the first manned
flight to the ISS after the NASA shut
down its space shuttle programme,
leaving Russia responsible for the
maintenance and supply of the space
station. 16 nations are investing in the
space station that rely solely on Rus-
sia to ferry crews. Crews rotate every
six months.

Dracula Therapy
in India

Dracula Therapy is the latest tech-
nique in medical science, being used
to fight ageing with your own blood.
The blood extracted from the patient
processed with growth hormones in
the laboratory is re-injected in the
face with micro needles. The blood
with growth hormones then repairs
and heals scars and treats wrinkled

skin without chemical or surgical
procedures.This procedure was first
introduced in Britain and is now avail-
able in India.

New Technology
to convert Plastic

into Petroleum
Products

A team of six scientists at the Indian
Institute of Petroleum (IIP) devel-
oped a new technology to convert
plastic into petroleum products. Af-
ter a decade long experiments, the
scientists led by director Madhukar
Omkarnath Garg managed to de-
velop a combination of catalysts,
which convert the plastic either into
gasoline or diesel or aromatics along
with LPG as a common byproduct.

Gene HTR7
A new study done by the scientists
discovered a gene HTR7, which plays
a major role in making a person prob-
lem- drinker. A Texas institute iden-
tified the serotonin receptor gene
called HTR7, which was common in
the brains of  alcoholics. They also
found that the children of problem
drinkers had the same patterns of
brain activity and therefore, are at the
same risk of becoming
alcoholics.Scientists put more than a

1000 people with generations of
problem-drinking in the family on test
following which they found a strong
link between drinking and the sero-
tonin receptor gene. Serotonin affects
mood and sleep and antidepressant
drugs often work by regulating it.

Magnetised
Moon Rocks May

Explained
The “geodynamo” that generates
Earth's magnetic field is powered by
heat from the inner core, which drives
complex fluid motions in the molten
iron of the outer core. But the Moon
is too small to support that type of
dynamo, according to Christina
Dwyer, a graduate student in Earth
and planetary sciences at the Univer-
sity of  California, Santa Cruz. The
presence of magnetized rocks on the
surface of the Moon, which has no
global magnetic field, has been a mys-
tery since the days of the Apollo pro-
gram. Now a team of scientists has
proposed a novel mechanism that
could have generated a magnetic field
on the Moon early in its history.
The “geodynamo” that generates
Earth's magnetic field is powered by
heat from the inner core, which drives
complex fluid motions in the molten
iron of the outer core. Dwyer and her
coauthors calculated the effects of
differential motion between the
Moon's core and mantle. Early in its
history, the Moon orbited the Earth
at a much closer distance than it does
today, and it continues to gradually
recede from the Earth.
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Smarter Robot by
Honda

Honda's human-shaped robot can
now run faster, balance itself  on un-
even surfaces, hop on one foot, pour
a drink and even almost “think” on
its own. Honda's demonstration of
the revamped “Asimo” on Tuesday
was not only to prove that the
bubble-headed childlike machine was
more limber and a bit smarter.

 It was a way to try to answer some
critics that Asimo, first shown in
2000, had been of little practical use
so far, proving to be nothing more
than a glorified toy and cute show-
case for the Honda Motor Co. brand.
 The mechanical arm can open and
close valves at Fukushima Dai-ichi
nuclear power plant, which went into
meltdown after the March tsunami,
according to Honda. The automaker
is working with the utility behind the
problem plant, Tokyo Electric Power
Co., to try to meet demands to bring
the plant under control.

How Space Flight
Impacts Astro-
nauts' Eyes and

Vision  
The authors reported eye exam find-
ings in seven astronauts as well as an
analysis of post-flight questionnaires
regarding in-flight vision changes in
approximately 300 additional astro-
nauts. The seven astronauts with ocu-
lar anomalies had returned from long-
duration space missions to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) and all
seven subjects went through com-
plete eye examinations. After six
months of space flight, all seven as-
tronauts had eye findings, including
swollen optic nerves, distortion of
the shape of the eyeball, and retinal
changes. Most became more far-
sighted, and had blurred vision, es-
pecially at near. The spinal taps
showed either top normal or slightly
elevated pressures in the spinal fluid
surrounding the brain and optic
nerves.
Many astronauts on short and long-
duration missions, respectively, expe-
rienced a worsening of distance or
near visual acuity. Some of  these vi-
sion changes remain unresolved years
after flight. This could have been
brought about by prolonged exposure
to low gravity. The findings might
represent parts of  a spectrum of  ocu-
lar and brain responses to extended
exposure to low gravity. — Our Bu-
reau
Fossil moths show their true colours
The brightest hues in nature are pro-
duced by tiny patterns in, say, feath-
ers or scales rather than pigments.
These so-called “structural colours”
are widespread, giving people their

blue eyes, and peacocks their brilliant
feathers. Many animals use this type
of colour for communication, nota-
bly butterflies and moths ( Lepi-
doptera ), which display the biggest
range of  structural colours and put
them to uses from advertising their
toxicity to choosing the best
mates.But despite the importance of
structural colours in their lives, little
is known about how lepidopterans
developed these key social signals.
According to a paper in PLoS Biol-
ogy , palaeobiologist  Maria
McNamara of  Yale University and
colleagues bring us closer to the ori-
gins of  structural colours by recon-
structing them in fossil moths that are
47 million years old.This is the first
evidence of  structurally coloured
scales in fossil lepidopterans . The
fossil moths came from the Messel oil
shale in Germany, a site famous for
exquisite fossil preservation.

Cause of Tube
Light Flicker

Flicker start is a very common phe-
nomenon in the conventional tube
lights. However, the modern versions
of tube lights (TL) and the compact
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) do not ex-
hibit this, but they start rather imme-
diately on turning them on. Both the
tube lights and the CFLs work by the
same principle. These lamps consist
of a fluorescent phosphor coated
glass tube filled with a mixture of the
inert gas argon and mercury vapour.
This gas is excited by the energetic
electrons emitted from the cathodes
provided at the ends of the tube.
These excited gas atoms interact with
the phosphor material coated on the
walls and we receive the light from
this glowing phosphor material. Once

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM40

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

this process is started, it sustains it-
self because both the excited gas at-
oms and the accompanying electrons
are capable of repeating the excita-
tion process further. However, the
initiation of the gas excitation is ac-
complished by extracting electrons
from a heated cathode, by using an
instantaneous high voltage pulse gen-
erated by a ballast circuit. The con-
ventional TLs use a magnetic ballast
circuit which makes use of self in-
ductance of an iron core choke coil
along with a discharge lamp type au-
tomatic starter switch to trigger the
ballast. They generate higher voltage
to extract high energy electrons from
the heated cathodes and so the ex-
tracted electrons excite the gas atoms
without fail. Thus, these ballasts are
called “rapid start ballasts” and do not
exhibit delay or flickers of  the lamp.

Bulbophyllum
Nocturnum

An orchid that unfurls its petals at
night and loses its flowers by day has
been found on an island off the coast
of Papua New Guinea. The plant is
the only known night-flowering or-
chid and was collected by botanists
on a field trip to New Britain, an is-
land in the Bismarck archipelago.The
flowers of the species, Bulbophyllum
nocturnum , are thought to be polli-
nated by midges and last for only one
night, according to a description of
the plant published in the Botanical
Journal of  the Linnean Society. Or-
chid specialist Ed de Vogel, from the
Netherlands, discovered the unusual
flowering after he gathered some of
the plants from trees in a logging area

on the island and returned home to
cultivate the orchids at the Hortus
Botanicus in Leiden. Most orchids are
epiphytes, which means they take
root on trees.Flowers that open only
at night are seen in a small number
of plant species, such as the queen
of the night cactus, the midnight hor-
ror tree and night blooming jasmine.
Bulbophyllum nocturnum is the only
orchid among 25,000 species that is
known to do so. Many orchids are
pollinated by moths and other noc-
turnal insects, but have flowers that
remain open during the day.

N-capable
Agni-I Missile

Testfired

India successfully test-fired its nuclear
capable Agni-I strategic ballistic mis-
sile on 1 December 2011 from the test
range at Wheeler Island off Odisha
coast, as part of  the Indian Army's
user trial. It was test-fired from a
mobile launcher, from launch pad-4
of  the Integrated Test Range (ITR).
The Strategic Force Command (SFC)
of  the Army, as part of  their training
exercise, executed the trial with lo-
gistic support provided by Defence
Research Development Organisation
(DRDO) at the ITR. The trajectory
of the missile, which had an opera-
tional strike range of 700 km, was

tracked by sophisticated radars and
electro-optic telemetry stations lo-
cated along the sea coast and ships
positioned near the impact point in
the downrange area. Agni-I missile is
equipped with a specialised naviga-
tion system which ensures it reaches
the target with a high degree of ac-
curacy.
Agni-I was developed by Advanced
Systems Laboratory (ASL), the pre-
mier missile development laboratory
of the DRDO in collaboration with
Defence Research Development
Laboratory (DRDL) and Research
Centre Imarat (RCI) and integrated by
Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL),
Hyderabad. The last trial of the Agni-
I missile was successfully carried out
on 25 November 2010 from the same
base.

About Agni-I
» Agni-I strategic ballistic missile is
an indigenously developed surface-
to-surface missile
» It is a single-stage missile
» It is powered by solid propellants
» Agni-I can carry payloads up to
1000 kg
» It Weighed 12 tonnes
» It was 15-metre-long

Natural killer
T follicular helper

A researcher from Australia National
University discovered a new type of
cell, which boosts the ability of hu-
man body to fight off infections and
life threatening diseases. The cell is
called Natural killer T follicular helper
(NKTfh). It generates antibody re-
sponses in B cells, which are the
body’s natural defence against inva-
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sion by bacteria and viruses. These
Natural Killer T Cells recognize mol-
ecules known as lipids instead of just
recognizing proteins expressed by in-
fectious bacteria. NKTfh cells also
produce specialised structures called
germinal centres, similar to those,
which generated high affinity anti-
body responses to protein antigens.
Both these qualities give a natural
boost to B cells and strengthen the
human immune system and its abil-
ity to fight infection. NKTfh cells
provided this boost over a very short
period of time.

Gene ABCC9
A team of the Scientists at the
Ludwig Maximilians University of
Munich identified the gene, called
ABCC9 that can reduce the length of
time people sleep. The same gene was
linked to heart disease and diabetes.
The scientists based their findings on
a Europe-wide survey. Survey partici-
pants were asked to fill out a ques-
tionnaire assessing their sleep habits.
The survey revealed that people who
had two copies of one common vari-
ant of ABCC9 slept for shorter peri-
ods than people with two copies of
another version.The scientists had
already established that the ABCC9
gene was also present in fruitflies. the
team  was able to modify it in the
animal and decrease the length of
time for which it slept.

Network Proxy
A team at Aalto University in Finland
claimed to have designed a network
proxy, which can cut the power con-
sumption of 3G smart phones up to
74%.The device improves perfor-
mance and significantly reduces

power usage by serving as a middle-
man for mobile devices to connect to
the internet and managing the most
of the data transfer for the smart
phone. This new device is valuable
in developing countries like India
because it provides more effective
internet access to a much larger num-
ber of people.

Key brain-heart
link in disease

identified
Using pioneering techniques to study
how the brain regulates the heart, a
crucial part of  the nervous system
whose malfunction may account for
an increased risk of death from heart
failure has been identified.

NASA Studies Fire
in Space

Since March 2009, NASA's Flame
Extinguishment Experiment has con-
ducted more than 200 tests to better
understand fundamentals of flames,
and how best to suppress fire in space
aboard the International Space Sta-
tion.

Fungi and
Bacteria

Fungal spores can attach themselves
to bacteria, ‘hitching a ride' wherever
the bacteria travel. When faced with
a gap, the bacteria can drop the fun-
gal spores to form a bridge, and con-
tinue across the chasm.

Robotics Shaves
Weeks off
Chemical
Production

Using robotics to perform more than
1,000 chemical reactions a day with
molecules never before combined,
weeks were shaved off the traditional
process in a single day of  trials.

White Matter
Fibre Pathways

Advances in brain imaging have re-
vealed that complex cognitive tasks
such as language processing rely not
only on particular regions of the ce-
rebral cortex, but also on the white
matter fibre pathways that connect
them.
Ravens
Pointing to attract attention has been
observed in humans and great apes.
The first evidence that ravens also use
so called deictic gestures (pointing)
in order to test the interest of a po-
tential partner has been found.
Novel light-absorbing material
NASA engineers have produced a
material that absorbs on average more
than 99 per cent of the ultraviolet,
visible, infrared, and far-infrared.
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Lost Cities of
Libya

Satellite imagery has uncovered new
evidence of a lost civilisation of the
Sahara in Libya's south-western
desert wastes.

Re-program-
mable Cells

The success of a newly started ‘re-
programmable cell' project could
revolutionise synthetic biology and
pave the way for scientists to create
completely new and useful forms of
life using a relatively hassle-free ap-
proach.

Loss of
Biodiversity

 
A new study reveals the unanimity
among conservationists of  expecta-
tions of a major loss of biological
diversity amidst a growing acceptance
of a decision to prioritise resources
& ignoring some highly threatened
species.

1,000 Fungal
Genomes

A 79-year-old collection of fungal
cultures is helping the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice in a project that will sequence
1,000 fungal genomes in the next 5
years to help understand not only what
they do, but how fungi operate.

Polio Still a Threat
Despite successful eradication in
most countries, there are still four
countries where the polio virus is
considered endemic — and many
more in which the virus still lurks,
says an expert from Israel.

Solar Power to Be
Cheaper

Power from solar photovoltaic plants,
that may cost not less than Rs 12 a
unit from plants set up today, is likely
to decline to Rs 5 or less by 2015. Is
it only because of the improvement
in the efficiency of the solar mod-
ules?

Bats Change Ear
Shapes to Hear

Better

Within just one tenth of a second,
certain bats are able to change the
shape of their outer ear from one ex-
treme configuration to another in or-
der to change their hearing, research-
ers have.

Treating
Leukaemia

Research has found a novel route to
fighting cancer. The antibiot ic
tigecycline targets and destroys leu-
kaemia stem cells by cutting off the
cell's energy production. But the drug
does not affect the healthy cells.

Yawning Secret
Yawning occurs not because you are
tired, bored, or even need oxygen.
Instead, scientists have found that
yawning helps to regulate the brain's
temperature. The brain is exquisitely
sensitive to temperature changes.
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Human
Depression

Just as in humans, there are tough and
delicate personality types among
mice. Some mice display a passive
attitude when faced with stress, and
this resembles those attributed to
human depression.

Tarantula Nebula
About 2,400 massive stars in the cen-
tre of 30 Doradus, also known as the
Tarantula Nebula, are producing in-
tense radiation and powerful winds
as they blow off material. 30
Doradus, is located close to the Milky
Way

Rising Air
Pollution

Increase in air pollution can strongly
affect cloud development in ways
that reduce precipitation in dry re-
gions and seasons, while increasing
rain, snowfall, and intensity of stroms
in wet regions or seasons.

Male Fertility
Breakthrough

Researcher has achieved a significant
breakthrough in male fertility, pro-
ducing normal sperm from mouse
cells.

Jaw Size Linked
to Diet

Many orthodontic problems experi-
enced by people in industrialised na-
tions is due to their soft modern diet
causing the jaw to grow too short.

New X-ray
Strategy

X-rays are a crucial component for
studying and understanding mol-
ecules, and a new approach may dra-
matically improve what researchers
can learn.

Bionic Eye
Limited trials of a bionic eye that
could restore sight to the blind have
produced “astonishing” results, says
a new study. The tiny implantable
microchip permitted patients, who
had given up on seeing again, read a
clock and identify daily objects. The
wafer-thin device is to be implanted
for the first time in Oxford and Lon-

don, with surgery scheduled within
weeks, the Daily Mail reported. Most
of the middle-aged patients were to
be treated for retinitis pigmentosa. A
microchip packed with 1,500 light
sensors is implanted to the back of
the eye.The sensors convert light to
electrical signals, which stimulate
nerves in the retina to pass down sig-
nals to optic nerve which would gap
into the brain to form an image.

Algae Biomass
By expressing certain genes in algae
that increased the amount of photo-
synthesis in the plant, 50 to 80 per
cent more biomass can be obtained.
The research was done at Iowa State
University.

Climate Change
will hit Fisheries

Climate change and other human-led
factors will drive many fish species
further towards the poles and into
deeper waters. While fisheries in a few
regions, such as the far north, may
benefit, many other regions will lose
revenues.

Carbon Cycling
A reconstruction of  plants' produc-
tivity and the amount of carbon
stored in the ocean and terrestrial bio-
sphere at the last ice age by scientists
greatly increases our understanding
of  natural carbon cycle dynamics.
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Mars
Reconnaissance

Images from NASA's Mars Recon-
naissance Orbiter show sand dunes
and ripples moving across the surface
of Mars at many locations, revealing
that the planet's sandy surface is more
dynamic than previously thought.

Cassini
Chronicles

New images and animated movies
from NASA's Cassini spacecraft
chronicle the birth and evolution of
the storm on the northern face of
Saturn, for a year, from its emergence
as a tiny spot, to its total encirclement
of the planet.

Bluefin Tuna
A new model based on satellite re-
mote sensing data allows the poten-
tial presence of bluefin tuna to be
tracked through daily updated maps,
thus helping to protect endangered
stocks and fight illegal fishing.
Bone-like material
It looks like bone. It feels like bone.
For the most part, it acts like bone.
And it came off a three- dimensional
inkjet printer.

Transplanted
Cells

Small numbers of properly selected
neurons, transplanted into damaged
brain areas in mice, are capable of
restoring lost functions.
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SPORTS
Football

Women's Football
World Cup

Japan lifted the women's football
World Cup by defeating USA in a dra-
matic final in Frankfurt, Germany.
The victory delivered a boost to the
morale of a country which is still cop-
ing with the earthquake and tsunami
aftermath.

Goalkeeper Ayumi Kaihori made two
saves and the final was settled by a
penalty shoot-out before defender
Saki Kumagai converted the spot-
kick to give Japan its first World Cup
title. Under captain Homare Sawa,
Japan won the hearts of fans with
impressive displays.The dramatic pen-
alty shoot-out victory over the
United States helped Japan beat the
USA for the first time at the 26th at-
tempt.

UEFA European Under-19
Championship

Spain won the tenth edition of the
UEFA European Under-19 Champi-
onship title in Romania beating the
Czech Republic 3-2. Spain become
the first country to hold both u-19 and
u-21 title in the same year. Spain
which is European and World cham-
pion at senior level defeated Switzer-
land 2-0 in the under-21 final on 25
June 2011.Paco Alcácer score twice
in the final 12 minutes and played a
significant role in helping Spain at-
tain the title.Spain was Champion in
European Under-19 Championship in
the years 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2007.
The victory achieved on 1 August
marked the fourth for their coach, the
irrepressible Ginés Meléndez.

Copa América Cup
Uruguay won the Copa América for
a record 15th time on by defeating
Paraguay, 3-0, in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina. With the victory Uruguay
became the competition's most suc-
cessful team. Óscar Tabárez coached
Uruguay. Luis Suarez scored goal for
Uruguay in the 12th minute. Forlán
scored in the 42nd and the final
minute of  the match for Uruguay to
win the tilte.Paraguayans have been
aiming to win their first Copa America
since 1979. Paraguay had recorded
draws against Ecuador, Brazil and

Venezuela in the group stages before
beating Brazil and Venezuela after
penalties in the knock-out rounds.

Most valued team in the
world is Manchester United
The Manchester United has been
named as the world’s most valued
team. The Red Devils have been es-
timated for a total amount of 1.165
billion pounds overshadowing Ameri-
can Franchises like the New York
Yankees and the Dallas Cowboys.
The assessment has been made based
keeping in mind the total income they
get and the various sponsorship deals
they make throughout the year. This
has come as the good news for the
Glazer family who bought the Club
for 790 million pounds in the year
2005, how they are still in debt but
this does not deter them from being
happy for making their club the most
valued in the world.
 

Cricket
ICC’s Peoples’ Dream XI

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) released the list of Alltime
Greatest Test team. The ICC’s list
includes four Indian cricketers
namely- batting maestro Sachin
Tendulkar, 1983 World Cup-winning
captain Kapil Dev, Sunil Gavaskar
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and Virender Sehwag. Sunil Gavaskar
and Virender Sehwag were included
for opening slot while Indian batting
maestro, Sachin Tendulkar found the
place in middle order.Four Austra-
lians, two West Indians and one Pa-
kistani also made it to Peoples'
Dream XI as more than a quarter of
million people voted on ICC's offi-
cial website.

Tendulkar occupied the No. 4 batting
spot, one slot down Australian leg-
end Don Bradman and one above
West Indian Brian Lara, who was cho-
sen at No. 5. Kapil was chosen as the
lone all-rounder beating the likes of
Ian Botham, Richard Hadlee, Jacques
Kallis, Imran Khan, Gary Sobers and
Frank Worrell.

Australian Adam Gilchrist won the
poll for the wicket-keeping slot while
spinner Shane Warne got the nod of
online voters ahead of the likes of
India's Bishan Bedi and Anil Kumble
and Sri Lankan Muttiah Muralitharan.
Wasim Akram, Curtly Ambrose and
Glenn McGrath were named in the
three fast bowlers' slots.Sir Don
Bradman, Adam Gilchrist, Shane
Warne, Glenn McGrath, Brian Lara,
Curtly Ambrose and Wasim Akram
are the other players in the list.

 

Swimming
2011 World Swimming

Championship
200m Butterfly:  America’s Michael
Phelps won gold in the 200m butter-
fly event in the World Swimming
Championship in Shanghai.The vic-
tory helped olympic champion,
Michael Phelps break his gold medal
drought in Shanghai.With the victory
he won his third straight world title
in his favourite 200m butterfly
event.The world record-holder
stormed ahead and fought off  chal-
lenge by Japan's Takeshi Matsuda,
clocking a winning time of 1min
53.34sec.Matsuda timed 1:54.01
came second.
Men’s 10m Synchronised Diving :
China’s Huo Liang clinched his third
successive world title in the men’s
10m synchronised diving. Combining
with new partner Qiu Bo, he gave
China it’s second gold medal of  the
world swimming championships. Huo
and Qiu won the title with 480.03
points. Huo, the first man to win three
world titles in the synchronised plat-
form event, had won his previous two
championships with Lin
Yue.Germany's Patrick Hausding and
Sascha Klein finished second on
443.01.

Solo Free:Russia’s Natalia Ishchenko
won her third gold at the Shanghai
world championships with victory in
the solo free. Ishchenko had already
won the solo technical and then the
duet technical with Svetlana
Romashina in the main pool of the
Oriental Sports Centre. She won 13th
world championships gold in total
when she scored 98.550
points.Spain’s Andrea Fuentes, who

had secured three bronze medals in
the Shanghai world competition so
far, won silver on 96.520, while
China’s Sun Wenyan clinched bronze
on 95.840 points in the solo free
category.Greek swimmer Spyros
Gianniotis dethroned German title-
holder Thomas Lurz to win the 10km
crown. Gianniotis, who has repeat-
edly lost out to Lurz finally topped
the podium after touching in 1hr
54min 24.7sec in baking conditions
at Jinshan City Beach.

50m & 100m  Butterfly: Brazil's
Cesar Cielo and American Dana
Vollmer won gold medals in butter-
fly events at the 2011 World Swim-
ming Championships in Shanghai.

Cielo claimed the men's 50-meter
butterfly in a time of 23.10 seconds
moving past Australians Matthew
Targett and Geoff  Huegill. The vic-
tory came only a few days after Cielo
was cleared of doping charges by the
Court of Arbitration for Sport.Dana
Vollmer on the other hand captured
the women's 100-meter butterfly, edg-
ing Alicia Coutts of Australia by just
7/100ths of a second.Alicia Coutts
finished second in the women's 200-
meter individual medley, behind
China's Ye Shiwen, who went from
fifth to first on the final leg and
touched the wall in a time of two
minutes, 8.90 seconds. Coutts was 1/
10th of a second behind, while 2009
world champ Ariana Kukors of the
United States placed third after lead-
ing on the final leg. Beijing Olympics
gold medal winner Stephanie Rice of
Australia was fourth.Norway's
Alexander Dale Oen won the men's
100-meter breaststroke. He finished
in a time of 58.71 Italy's Fabio
Scozzoli stood second.
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200m Individual Medley: America's
Ryan Lochte broke a 19-month
record drought when he won a thrill-
ing 200m individual medley at the
FINA World championships in
Shanghai.Lochte out-duelled Olym-
pic champion Phelps of America to
win the medley in 1min 54.00sec sur-
passing his 2009 World record.
Phelps stood second and Hungary's
Laszlo Cseh ranked third.In a high-
tempo evening at Oriental Sports
Centre, Australian hotshot James
Magnussen delivered a fifth-to-first
victory in the 100m freestyle.Jiao
Liuyang claimed China's fourth swim-
ming gold in the women's 200m but-
terfly.
 

Hockey
Single Administrative

Body to Control
Hockey in India

A deal was struck in a meeting be-
tween Indian Hockey Federation
(IHF) president RK Shetty and
Hockey India (HI) secretary Narinder
Batra, according to which hockey will
be managed by a single administra-
tive body in India.The deal struck is
expected to This will help thwart an
increasingly aggressive sports minis-
try from taking a decision on the
sport’s future into its hands as well
as streamlining the preparations for
2012 Olympics.As per the new agree-
ment signed, a Joint Executive Board

(JEB) is to be put in place which will
be responsible for India’s representa-
tion in all international and national
events. The JEB will have 39 mem-
bers (20 from HI and 19 from IHF)
while a joint Working Committee of
eight members (4 each) will be
formed simultaneously, and include
joint sub-committees, to look after
other areas. Both HI and IHF will
continue to exist simultaneously in
the country. However the joint work-
ing committee will govern hockey like
selecting, training and fielding teams
in international events and conduct
national tournaments, including the
national championships.
 

Athletics
Folksam Grand Prix Meet

Tintu Luka coached by P. T. Usha
opened her European tour with a vic-
tory in the Folksam Grand Prix meet
at Karlstad, Sweden.The Indian
record holder, Tintu Luka clocked
2:02.58, a shade under her season best
(2:02.55 at Kobe) in the 800 metres
event. Luka remained behind
Lithuanian Egle Balciunate (personal
best 1:59.47) for most of the race
before moving ahead during the final
200 metres. Luka won 5000 Swedish
Kroner (Rs 34,000) for her win.
Baluciante came second in 2:02.72
while Melissa Bishop of Canada was
third in 2:02.80.

The other Indian runner in the fray
in the Karlstad meet, Ghamanda
Ram, came fifth in the men's 800m
race in a time of  1:47.25s. Briton
Mukhtar Mohammed (1:45.90) took
the gold and was followed by Sudan's
Ahmad Ismail, the Beijing Olympics
silver medallist, in 1:46.09 and
Denmark's Andreas Bube, at 1:46.49.
Asian Athletics Championship
India finishes 8th with a total of 11
medals in 19th Asian Athletics Cham-
pionships 2011held in Kobe, Japan
 

Motor Racing
Hungarian Grand Prix

McLaren's Jenson Button won the
Hungarian Grand Prix. His victory
marked the celebration of his 200th
Formula One start. The victory at
Hungarian Grand Prix marked his
second victory of 2011. He had won
his first Grand Prix in 2006 in Hun-
gary. He has 11 Grand Prix races in a
career that started with team Williams
in 2000.Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel
was second despite and increased his
championship lead over teammate
Mark Webber to 85 points. Vettel
moved closer to defending his title
with eight races left after the mid-sea-
son break. Ferrari's Fernando Alonso
was third.Lewis Hamilton (McLaren)
stood fourth while Red Bull’s Mark
Webber finished at number five.
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British Grand Prix
Fernando Alonso won the British
Grand Prix thereby delivering Ferrari's
long-awaited first win of 2011.The
29-year-old Spaniard had in the past
won the British race for Renault in
2006 and woth his victory in the Brit-
ish Grand Prix he secured Ferrari's
first win since 2010 Korean Grand
Prix. The victory marked Alonso’s
27th career victory and it drew him
closer to three-time winner of the
British Grand Prix, Jackie Stewart’s
record.Vettel finished second ahead
of his Red Bull teammate and pole
setter Mark Webber, with McLaren's
home favourite Lewis Hamilton fin-
ished fourth.Vettel, who crossed the
line over 16 seconds behind Alonso,
retained his lead in the drivers' cham-
pionship on 204 points from Webber
on 124 with Alonso moving up into
third on 112.
 

Tennis
Canadian U-18 ITF

Junior World Ranking
Championship

Fourth-seed Ambika Pande became
the first Indian tennis player ever to
win the Canadian U-18 ITF Junior
World Ranking Championship. She
defeated Canada’s third seed Gloria
Liang 6-4 4-6 7-6(5) in the final to
win the ITF juniors U-18 event in
Vancouver.Ambika, who entered the
tournament as a lucky loser, then

pulled off  five straight wins. Fourth
seeded Indian had defeated eighth
seed Tracy Dong of  Canada 7-6 6-4
in the semifinals. This is the first-ever
win by an Indian junior player at this
prestigious tournament.Ambika
trains at DLTA in New Delhi and is
coached by former Indian Davis Cup
player Vishaal Uppal. Ambika is an
active player on the Indian junior cir-
cuit and has won junior national se-
ries and championship series titles.

Archery
Archery World
Championship

The Indian trio of Deepika Kumari,
Laishram Bombayla Devi and
Chekrovolu Swuro settled for a sil-
ver medal in the Archery World
Championship at Turin after losing
the recurve event final to their Ital-
ian opponents. The Indians lost out
207-210 even though they had a one-
point lead at half-way stage.The In-
dians succumbed to the pressure and
even the presence of Deepika, the
reigning world cadet individual cham-
pion, did not inspire the Indians as
they shot a very poor third end for a
score of 50 points out of 60. The Ital-
ians turned the table on their rivals
with a fine round of 55 that eventu-
ally gave them four-point cushion that
stood the team well.Italy won silver
at Beijing 2001 and won the world
title in 1999 in Riom, France. They

had met the Indians seven times be-
fore with 4-3 record on the head to
head clash. Italians had defeated In-
dia at the Porec 2010 and Shanghai
2009 World Cup. The only positive
the Indians carried into the final was
their semifinal victory over World
champions Korea.This was the best
finish by the women in the history of
the Championships. Their previous
best was a fourth place at Madrid in
2005, where they had lost to Russia
in the bronze medal play-off.The sil-
ver is the only medal India won in the
championship as the men failed to get
past the first elimination round and
none of the six archers made it to the
quarterfinals in the individual events.

Ronjan Sodhi Ranked No.1

Double-trap shooter and Asian
Games gold medalist Sodhi ranked
No.1 in the world by the International
Shooting Sport Federation(ISSF).
Sodhi won gold in the World Cup Fi-
nals in Turkey in 2010.He recently
won the silver medal in the Beijing
World Cup to reserve a seat in the
Olympics.
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AWARDS

Basava Award
For 2010

The Karnataka State government on
1 December 2011 announced its de-
cision to confer the prestigious
Basava Sri Award for the year 2010
on noted environment activist Medha
Patkar. Social activist and Narmada
Bachao Andolan leader Medha
Patkar was chosen for the Basava
award for the year 2010 for excellence
in service in the social sector.Basava
Sri Award  was instituted by the
Karnataka government.
Kannada and Culture Minister
Govind Karjol declared the award
carries a purse of Rs 10 lakh and a
citation.It was also declared that the
Jakanachari Award for the year 2009
and 2010 will be conferred on K C
Puttannachar and Venkatachalapati
respect ively. The Amarashilipi
Jakanachari' award is given to tal-
ented sculptors and craftsmen. The
award was previously won by sculp-
tors K C Puttanachar and
Venkatachalapthi for the year 2009
and 2010 respectively. The Santa
Shishunala Sharief  Award for 2009
and 2010 is to be conferred on T V
Raju and B K Sumitra, respectively.
Both Jakanachari Award  and Santa

Shishunala Sharief  Award carry a
prize money of Rs three lakh and a
citation.

20th Saraswati
Samman

Eminent Kannada author S. L.
Bhyrappa was presented with 20th
Saraswati Samman in literature for
2010 for his epic novel Mandra on
16 November 2011. The Saraswati
Samman is awarded by the K. K.
Birla Foundation to a work published
in the last 10 years, selected from
among works published in 25 Indian
languages. The award carries a prize
of  Rs.7.5 lakh.

People's
Parliament

Global Award
A traditional tribal institution of
Meghalaya on 4 November 2011 an-
nounced Former South African Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela the winner of
People's Parliament Global Award.
Grand Council of Chiefs of
Meghalaya (GCCM) chairman John F.
Kharshiing  declared that Mandela

was chosen for the award because of
his sacrifice for the struggle against
apartheid. Besides, three journalists
— Aroon Purie, Rajdeep Sardesai
and Arnab Goswami would also be
given the People's Parliament Na-
tional Awards for their unbiased, ethi-
cal and investigative reporting. These
awards, instituted by GCCM, would
be conferred at a function to be held
at Asananggre near Tura in West Garo
Hills District on 14 November 2011.
Earlier, former United States Vice-
President Al Gore was conferred the
People's Parliament Global Award for
promoting awareness on climate
change.

Polly Umrigar
Award

Veteran batsman Rahul Dravid was
selected for the Polly Umrigar Award
for India's best cricketer of 2010-11
season. He will receive his award
during the BCCI's annual awards cer-
emony to be held on 10 December
2011 in Chennai. He will be
honoured with a trophy and prize of
Rs 5 lakh. Dravid, who scored 1258
runs in 15 Tests at an average of  53
this season, pulled off six hundreds
during 2010-11. Dravid was the star
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of India's tour of England in 2011,
though India’d 0-4 defeat in the se-
ries cost India the top spot in the ICC
Test rankings.India women's team
captain Jhulan Goswami is also to be
honoured at the annual awards. The
pacer will be awarded the M A
Chidambaram Best Woman Cricketer
of 2010-11 trophy for claiming 21
wickets in eight matches.
Dilip Sardesai Award for India's Best
Cricketer in the 2011 Test series in
the West Indies: Ishant Sharma (22
wickets at an average of 16.8 from
three Tests, inclusive of  two 5WIs
and one 10WM)
Lala Amarnath Award for the Best all-
rounder in the Ranji Trophy 2010-11:
Iqbal Abdulla (385 runs and 27 wick-
ets from 8 matches)

Col C.K. Nayudu
Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award
Former India cricket captain Ajit
Wadekar was selected for the Col
C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement
award. Former India captain Ajit
Wadekar will be honoured with the
Col C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achieve-
ment trophy at the annual Indian
Cricket Board awards ceremony to be
held in Chennai on 10 December
2011. The award is to comprise a tro-
phy, citation and cheque for Rs. 15
lakhs.
C K Nayudu Lifetime Achieve-
ment award winners list: Lala
Amarnath (1994), Syed Mushtaq Ali
(1995), Capt. Vijay Hazare (1996),
K.N. Prabhu (1997) Polly Umrigar
(1998) Col. Hemachandra Adhikari
(1999) Subhash Gupte (2000),
Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi (2001),
Bhausaheb Nimbalkar (2002),

Chandrakant Borde (2003), B.S. Bedi,
B. Chandrasekhar, EAS Prasanna, S.
Venkataraghvan (2004), Nariman
Contractor (2007), Gundappa
Viswanath (2008), Mohinder
Amarnath (2009), Salim Durrani
(2011)

Writers' Guild
Awards

Victoria Wood won the top accolade
for a TV writer at the Writers' Guild
Awards. Victoria Wood was
recognised for her outstanding con-
tribution to writing which includes
comedies Dinnerladies, Acorn An-
tiques and Pat and Margaret. Wood
is the first woman to have won the
top prize at the awards, which cel-
ebrates the best writing across genres
as diverse as TV, radio, film, litera-
ture and videogames.

Danny Boyle and Simon Beaufoy also
won the award for best screenplay for
their Oscar-winning film 127 Hours.
While Jesse Armstrong, Sam Bain and
Simon Blackwell picked up best com-
edy for Channel 4's Peep Show.

Peter Bowker won the short-form
drama award for Eric & Ernie - the
story of the early careers of
Morecambe and Wise, which also
came from an original idea by Wood.
Casualty episode Place of Safety won
best continuing TV drama for Dana
Fainaru and The Shadow Line won
best TV drama series.

Roy Williams's Sucker Punch - which
won an Oliver award picked up best
play and Lisa Evans won the prize
for best play for children and young
people for The Day the Waters Came.
Best radio comedy went to John
Finnemore for Cabin Pressure, while
Ed Harris's Troll won the best radio
drama.
The Writers' Guild is the trade union
representing writers in TV, theatre,
film, radio, videogames and books.

New York Film
Critics Circle

Awards
The 2011 New York  Film Critics
Circle Awards announced its winners
on 29 November on its official Twit-
ter feed. The the black-and-white si-
lent movie  The Artist won the top
prize of Best Picture.  Michel
Hazanavicius who directed The Art-
ist was named the Best Director. John
Anderson, the chairman of  New York
Film Critics Circle applauded The
Artist calling it a celebration of cin-
ema.

Meryl Streep was dubbed the Best
Actress for her portrayal of the
former female English Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher in The Iron
Lady. It was the fourth time she won
the title from NYFCC. The Best Ac-
tor went to Brad Pitt who won the
title for his roles as a baseball coach
in Moneyball and as Mr. O'Brien in
The Tree of  Life.

Jessica Chastain was named the Best
Supporting Actress for her roles in
Tree of  Life, The Help as well as Take
Shelter. Albert Brooks won the Best
Supporting Actor title for starring in
Drive.
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The special award for 2011was given
to the Raoul Ruiz, Chilean filmmaker
who made over 100 movies and
passed away on 19 August 2011 at
the age of 70.

Steven Zaillian and Aaron Sorkin
won best screenplay for Moneyballl
while Emmanuel Lubezki won best
cinematography for his work on The
Tree of  Life.

About NYFCC
The NYFCC, which was founded in
1935, consists of acclaimed New
York-based critics who meet annually
to vote on the best movies and ac-
tors of  the year. This was the first
time the group announced its winners
on Twitter . In 2010 they had picked
Facebook film The Social Network
as the Best Picture.

World Travel
Awards

India won two prestigious awards-
Best Destination and Best Marketing
Campaign as the World's Leading Des-
tination at the World Travel Awards
2011 on 8 November 2011. Union 
Tourism Minister, Subodh Kant
Sahai  received the awards from Gra-
ham Cooke, Chairman, World Travel
Awards in London.

Lifetime
Achievement

Awards by Delhi
The Delhi Cabinet on 21 November
2011 approved conferring of lifetime
achievement awards for 2011-12 on
sarod maestro Amjad Ali Khan, re-
nowned Hindustani vocalist Girija
Devi and noted author Ruskin Bond.
In the past, the Sahitya Kala Parishad
under the Delhi government con-
ferred the lifetime achievement
award, which was instituted in 2004-
05 on eminent personalities like M.
S. Subbulakshmi, Ebrahim Alkazi,
Kapila Vatsyayan, Zohra Sehgal,
Bhimsen Joshi, Habib Tanvir and
Vishwanathan Anand.

Vishwakarma
Rashtriya
Puraskar 

Vishwakarma Rashtriya Puraskar
(VRP) is awarded in recognition of
outstanding suggestions given by a
worker or group of workers and
implemented by the management
during the previous calendar year 
(Performance year) that result in im-
provement in quality, productivity
and working conditions such as
safety, health and environmental con-
servations in the industrial undertak-
ings where Suggestion Schemes are
in operations. The financial savings,
due to adopted and implemented sug-
gestions of the winning applications
of the VRP in 2009 was 1082.85
crores recurring and 94.83 crores non-
recurring in Indian currency and
21.73 crores recurring & 29.59 crores

nonrecurring in Foreign Exchange.
VRP is awarded in the form of  cash
prize and a certificate of merit in
three classes- Class A – 5 winners win
Rs. 75000 each, Class B – Eight win-
ners win Rs. 50000 each and Class C
– 15 winners win Rs. 25000. For 2009
performance, 28 puraskars
Vishwakarma Rashtriya Puraskar
were shared by 117 winners.

National Safety
Awards

The National Safety Awards is given
in recognition of outstanding safety
performance of  industrial establish-
ments, construction sites, ports and
installations under AERB to stimu-
late and maintain the interests of both
the management and the workers in
accident prevention programmes. For
the performance year 2009, the total
number of  National Safety Awards
were 123 (72 winners and 51 runners-
up). NSA are given under twelve
schemes, out of which ten are meant
for Factories/Construction sites/In-
stallations under AERB and two are
for Ports.  Under each award, a Shield
and a Certificate of Merit is given to
each of  the Award Winners and Run-
ners-up.  The establishments are clas-
sified in different schemes on the ba-
sis of  working of  highest man-hours. 

UNESCO
Madanjeet Singh

Prize 2011
The 2011 UNESCO Madanjeet Singh
Prize winners were declared on 16
November 2011. Anarkali Honaryar,
Afghan women’s rights campaigner
and Palestinian peace activist Khaled
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Abu Awwad won the 2011
UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize for
the Promotion of  Tolerance and Non-
Violence. The US$ 100,000 will be
divided equally between the two lau-
reates. The award ceremony is sched-
uled at UNESCO in Paris on 9 De-
cember 2011.

Anarkali Honaryar (Afghanistan) was
rewarded for her commitment and
tireless work to improve the condi-
tions of women and minority groups
in Afghanistan and to promote the
ideals of  human dignity, human
rights, mutual respect and tolerance.
Anarkali Honaryar received public
recognition for helping women who
suffer from domestic abuse, forced
marriages and gender discrimination.
She is also known for advocating the
rights of  Afghanistan’s minorities.
After the parliamentary elections of
2010, Honaryar became the first non-
Muslim woman member of
Afghanistan's Wolesi Jirga, the lower
house of parliament.

Khaled Abu Awwad (Palestine) was
cited for his efforts to promote toler-
ance, peace and non-violence through
his work as a peace activist and leader
in the reconciliation process between
Palestinians and Israelis. Abu Awwad
is the General Manager of the Pales-
tinian Branch of the Parents Circle
Families Forum (PCFF), an organi-
zation of Palestinians and Israelis
who lost immediate family members
in the conflict of Israel and Palestine.
Awwad along with other leaders and

prominent members of the Palestin-
ian peace movement founded AI-
Tariq (The Way) in 2006. AI-Tariq
(The Way) is the Palestinian Institu-
tion for Development and Democ-
racy. Awwad has been the manager
and Executive Director since 2006.

South Asia Foundation (SAF) took
initiatives in establishing a UNESCO
Madanjeet Singh institute of excel-
lence in the proposed Nalanda Uni-
versity, on the lines of  the 12 institu-
tions established in the eight SAARC
countries.

About UNESCO
Madanjeet Singh Prize

» UNESCO Madanjeet Singh Prize
was created in 1995 on the occasion
of the 125th anniversary of the birth
of the Mahatma Gandhi.
» Mr. Madanjeet Singh is the
UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador and
founder of the prize.
» Since 1996, the Prize has been
awarded every two years.
» Since 2002, it amounted to US $
100,000.
» In 2011, the Prize will be awarded
for the eighth time.

Nishan-i-Imtiaz
Award

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari
on 23 November 2011 conferred
Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military) upon Gen-
eral Hou Shusen, deputy chief of
general staff of Chinese Peoples Lib-
eration Army, at a special investiture
ceremony in Islamabad.Pakistan
awarded a top Chinese General with
Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military) for pro-

moting friendship and strengthening
bi-lateral ties between the two coun-
tries. General Hou was given the
award in recognition of his consistent
and valuable contributions in promot-
ing relations and understanding be-
tween the two countries and armies.
On the occasion, China was termed
as a factor of stability in the region
and country was applouded for en-
abling the convergence of interests
and unanimity of views on bilatera.
Pakistani governement mentioned
that regional and international issues
brought the two countries further
closer.                                                                

The award was established in 19
March 1957, following the proclama-
tion of State of Pakistan as Parlia-
mentary republic, by the 1956 Con-
stitution. The award is a top and pres-
tigious decoration in the country. It
is given to a person who accom-
plished their service beyond what was
assigned. Nishan-i-Imtiaz, is an honor
given by the Government of Pakistan
to both the military officers of the
Pakistan Armed Forces and civilians
who have done outstanding contribu-
tions that prompted world recogni-
tion of Pakistan.The award is not lim-
ited to citizens of Pakistan and, while
it is a civilian award, it can also be
awarded to military personnel and
worn on the uniform. Two Indians
have been given this award in the
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past- Morarji Desai (1971) and Dilip
Kumar (1997)

Jamnalal Bajaj
Awards 

Vinoba Sewa Ashram founders
Ramesh Bhaiya and Vimla Bahan, and
social activists Anupam Mishra,
Shobhana Ranade and Agus Indra
Udayana were awarded 2011
Jamnalal Bajaj Awards on 7 Novem-
ber 2011.Anupam Mishra was cho-
sen for Application of Science and
Technology for Rural Development,
while Ranade was selected for her
work in Development and Welfare of
Women and Children. Agus Indra
Udayana received the award for pro-
moting Gandhian Values Outside In-
dia and Ramesh Bhaiya and Vimla
Bahan were chosen for the Award for
Constructive Work. Each award com-
prised a citation, a trophy and Rs five
lakh in cash. The awards were pre-
sented by spiritual leader Morari
Bapu.

Garavi Gujarat
Hammer Award

Leading NRI politician in the UK,
Lord Navnit Dholakia, won GG2
(Garavi Gujarat) Hammer Award at
the GG2 Leadership Awards 2011 for
his outstanding achievements on 23
November 2011. Britain's Attorney
General Dominic Grieve presented
the award to Lord Dholakia.
Dholakia is a British Liberal Demo-
crat politician and the Deputy Leader
of the Liberal Democrats in the
House of  Lords. Lord Dholakia is one
of the most senior Asian politicians
in Britain. He is the current chair of

Nacro. Dholakia was made a life peer
as Baron Dholakia, of  Waltham
Brooks in the County of  West Sus-
sex, in 1997, and has also sat on the
Liberal Democrat benches in the
House of  Lords. In 2010 he became
the sole Deputy Leader of the Lib-
eral Democrats in the House of
Lords. Dholakia was appointed to the
Privy Council (PC) in December
2010.
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS

Appointed

Mario Monti
Economist Mario Monti  will head an
emergency Italian government fol-
lowing the departure of Silvio
Berlusconi who resigned as Prime
Minister on 12 November 2011.
Monti made came into prominance as
the powerful Competition Commis-
sioner who took on U.S. corporate ti-
tans General Electric and Microsoft,
blocking GE's planned merger with
rival Honeywell and imposing a
record 497 million euro ($683 million)
antitrust fine on the software giant.
Mario Monti served as European
Commissioner for the Internal Mar-
ket, Services, Customs, and Taxation
from 1995 to 1999 and then as Eu-
ropean Commissioner for Competi-
tion from 1999 to 2004. He has also

been rector and president of Bocconi
University.

Mickey Arthur
Australian Cricket Board on 22 No-
vember 2011 announced the appoint-
ment of Mickey Arthur as the head
coach of  Australia’s national cricket
team. Arthur became the first foreign
head coach of the Australian team.
He was appointed to remain in charge
of  Australia’s team until after the
2015 World Cup, being hosted by
Australia and New Zealand.Arthur
replaced Tim Nielsen, who opted not
to apply for the position after an ex-
tensive independent review in early
2011 in the wake of  Australia’s home
Ashes series loss to England. Arthur
was chosen ahead of other contend-
ers such as former Australian test
players Steve Rixon and Tom Moody
who both have experience as coaches
of  national teams and Justin Langer.

Justice M. Karpaga
Vinayagam

Justice M. Karpaga Vinayagam was
in November 2011 reappointed chair-
person of  the Appellate Tribunal for
Electricity, Petroleum and Natural
Gas on the recommendations of
Chief  Justice of  India S.H. Kapadia.
Justice Karpaga Vinayagam had first 
assumed office on 14 November
2008. He will serve in  the capacity
of  chairperson of  the Appellate Tri-
bunal for Electricity, Petroleum and
Natural Gas for three more years in
his second term. He is entitled to a
monthly salary and such allowances
and other benefits as are admissible
to a Supreme Court judge.

Under his supervision during his first
term, the tribunal had disposed of
1278 appeals/petitions/ interlocutory
applications pertaining to consumer
interests. He ensured that in all States,
the posts of ombudsmen and the
grievance redress forums became
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functional. He directed the formation
of State Regulatory Commissions
wherever they did not exist. Justice
Karpaga Vinayagam initiated steps
for holding Circuit Bench sittings of
the tribunal in Chennai, Kolkata and
Mumbai for the southern, eastern and
western regions. The holding of  the
Circuit Bench is expected to provide
relief to advocates and parties who
have represented that it is difficult for
them to go to Delhi every time.

Perez Molina
Retired general and former intelli-
gence director Otto Perez Molina of
the Conservative Patriotic Party of
Guatemala won the presidential elec-
tion on 6 November 2011 by defeat-
ing tycoon-turned-political populist
Manuel Baldizon of the Democratic
Freedom Revival party. Pérez Molina,
is the first former military leader
elected president in Guatemala in the
25 years after the end of  brutal mili-
tary rule. Otto Perez Molina 
succeded Álvaro Colom as
Guatemala’s President. Elections
were held on 11 September, 2011 in
Guatemala for the offices of Presi-
dent and Vice President. Roxana
Baldetti was elected the vice-presi-
dent. General Pérez retired from ac-
tive military duty in January 2000.

Sherry Rehman
Former Pakistani Information Minis-
ter Sherry Rehman was on 23 No-
vember 2011 designated to become
Pakistan’s next Ambassador in the
U.S. She succeeded Husain Haqqani
who resigned over the Memogate
controversy. Her selection for the
post announced by the Prime
Minister’s was perceived by analysts
as a sign of consensus between the
civil and military leadership of the
country after a tense week that fol-
lowed the Memogate controversy.

Cyrus P. Mistry
Cyrus P. Mistry was on 23 Novem-
ber 2011 chosen to succeed Tata
group chairman Ratan Tata as the
group’s new chairman in 2012. He
has currently been appointed as the
Deputy Chairman and will take over
when Ratan N Tata formally retires
in December 2012 on reaching the
age of  75. Ratan Tata has been the
chairman of  the group with interests
in diverse sectors such as telecom,
automobile, engineering and hotels,
since 1991.Tata Group is worth $70
billion dollars.
Youngest son of  construction tycoon
Pallonji Mistry, Cyrus P. Mistry is cur-
rently the Managing Director of the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group. He is also
on the board of  Tata Sons, the hold-
ing company which controls the Tata
Group. Pallonji Mistry owns a signifi-
cant stake in the Tata Group.

 
Board of Directors decided that
Mistry will first serve as the Deputy
Chairman of  Tata Sons. Mistry will
then work as an understudy of Ratan
Tata, before eventually taking over
from him when the latter retires.

Cyrus P. Mistry
Mistry is a graduate of civil engineer-
ing from Imperial College of London,
and has a Master of Science in Man-
agement from the London Business
School. Cyrus Mistry joined the
Shapoorji Pallonji group as a director
in 1991. he announced post his ap-
pointment that he would legally dis-
sociate himself  from the SP group.
Mistry who will head a group with
revenues in excess of $83 billion, is
brother-in-law to Noel Tata, Ratan
Tata's half-brother. Noel Tata was
considered by many observers to have
been the front-runner in the race for
the chairmanship.  Mistry's grandfa-
ther first bought shares in Tata Sons
in the 1930s, a stake that currently
stands at 18.5 percent in the hands
of  Mistry's father, Pallonji Mistry, the
largest single shareholder in a firm
mostly controlled by trusts.
Mistry's father, Shapoorji Pallonji
Mistry known as Phantom of Bombay
House is a reclusive billionaire with
an estimated wealth of $7.6 billion
according to Forbes. Accordin to
Forbes, he is the world's wealthiest
Parsi and the richest Irishman. He is
an Irish citizen by marriage. Since
Indian constitution does not allow for
dual citizenship, it can be concluded
that Pallonji's nationality is only Irish
and not Indian. Born to an Irish
mother and a father who attained
Irish nationality on marriage, Cyrus
P. Mistry's nationality is also Irish.
When Pallonji retired from the board
of  Tata Sons in 2006, his then 38-
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year-old son, Cyrus P. Mistry stepped
into his shoes.

Lucas Papademos
Senior banker Lucas Papademos was
appointed prime minister of an in-
terim Greek unity government on 10
November 2011. The interim govern-
ment seeks to cement a European
debt deal and ward off national bank-
ruptcy. He replaced outgoing Prime
Minister George Papandreou midway
through a four-year term. His ap-
pointment came after four days of
power-sharing talks. Papademos fol-
lowing his appointment called for
unity and promised to seek cross-
party co-operation to keep Greece
firmly in the 17-nation eurozone.
 

Death

Dev Anand
An icon of Indian cinema and ever-
green star Dev Anand died at the age
of 88 in London on 3 December
2011 (4 December according to IST)
after suffering a massive cardiac ar-

rest. Dharam Dev Anand was born
on 26 September 1923 and is more
popularly known as Dev Anand. Dev
Anand was an Indian film actor, di-
rector and producer known for his
work in Hindi cinema. Anand came
Bombay in the early 1940s and be-
gan his career in the military censor's
office at Churchgate.  He joined his
older brother, Chetan, as a member
of the Indian People's Theatre Asso-
ciation (IPTA).
                                                              
He was offered a starring role in
Prabhat Films' Hum Ek Hain (1946)
soon after he joined IPTA. In the late
1940s, Anand was offered a few roles
starring as the male lead opposite
singer-actress Suraiya in woman-ori-
ented films. Dev Anand and Suraiya
were paired in seven films together:
Vidya (1948), Jeet (1949), Shair
(1949), Afsar (1950), Nili (1950), Do
Sitare (1951) and Sanam (1951), all
of which were successful at the box
office. He acted of the mystery genre
or light comedy love stories or were
films with social relevance like Ek ke
baad ek and Funtoosh. Dev Anand
was offered his first big break by
Ashok Kumar. He was picked as the
hero for the Bombay Talkies produc-
tion, Ziddi (1948), co-starring Kamini
Kaushal. Ziddi went on to become a
huge success. Anand started produc-
ing films after the success of Ziddi.
he launched his own company
Navketan in 1949 which, by 2011,
had produced 31 films. His first
colour film, Guide with Waheeda
Rehman was based on the novel of
the same name by R. K. Narayan.
Guide, directed by younger brother
Vijay Anand, was an acclaimed
movie. His directorial debut, the es-
pionage drama Prem Pujari, was a
flop. He however tasted success with
his 1971 directorial effort, Hare Rama

Hare Krishna which talked about the
prevalent hippie culture. Hare Rama
Hare Krishna that launched Zeenat
Aman became a cult movie. Dev also
became known as a filmmaker of
trenchantly topical themes.
                                                                      
Dev Anand had been politically ac-
tive. He led a group of film person-
alities who stood up against the In-
ternal Emergency imposed by the
then Prime Minister of India, Indira
Gandhi. He actively campaigned
against her with his supporters in In-
dian parliamentary elections in 1977.
He also formed a party called the
National Party of India, which he
later disbanded. In September 2007,
Dev's own autobiography Romancing
with Life was released at a birthday
party with the Indian Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh. his 1961 black
and white film Hum Dono was
digitised and colourised and released
in February 2011.
The Government of India honoured
him with the Padma Bhushan in 2001
and the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in
2002 for his contribution to Indian
cinema. He won the filmfare award
thrice- Best actor for kalapani (1958),
Best Film for Guide (1966), Filmfare
Lifetime Achievement Award (1991).
Lifetime Achievement Award for
Outstanding Achievement in Indian
Cinema was bestowed on him at IIFA
Award in Johannesburg, South Africa
in 2003. In 2004, he was given the
Living Legend Award by the Federa-
tion of Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI) in recog-
nition of his contribution to the In-
dian entertainment industry. He was
honoured by an Award at the hands
of the then First Lady of the United
States of America, Hillary Rodham
Clinton in July 2000. He was also
awarded the Indo-American Associa-
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tion Star of the Millennium
Award.Donna Ferrar, Member New
York State Assembly, honoured him
with a New York State Assembly Ci-
tation for his Outstanding Contribu-
tion to the Cinematic Arts Worthy of
the Esteem and Gratitude of the
Great State of  New York on 1 May
2001. He was honoured with a Spe-
cial National Film Award by the Gov-
ernment of  Nepal at Nepal’s first
NationIndian film festival in
Stockholm in 2005.

Har Gobind Khorana
Pioneering Indian American bio-
chemist Har Gobind Khorana, who
won the 1968 Nobel Prize for medi-
cine, died in Massachusetts on 9 No-
vember 2011. Khorana is known to
have revolutionised biochemistry
with his pioneering work in DNA
chemistry. He had won the Nobel
Prize in 1968, sharing it with two oth-
ers, for unraveling the nucleotide se-
quence of RNA and deciphering the
genetic code. He was born on 9 Janu-
ary 1922, in Raipur, Punjab (now in
Pakistan). However, the Nobel com-
mittee is not certain about his date
of birth.
                                                          
He received the 1968 Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine with Robert
W. Holley of  Cornell University and
Marshall W. Nirenberg of  the National
Institutes of Health. They worked
independently of one another and

received the award for showing how
genetic information is translated into
proteins, which carry out the func-
tions of  a living cell. Dr. Khorana
used chemical synthesis to combine
the letters into specific defined pat-
terns. His work unambiguously con-
firmed that the genetic code consisted
of  64 distinct three-letter words. He
and Dr. Nirenberg discovered that
some of the words told a cell where
to begin reading the code, and where
to stop.Dr. Khorana who became an
American citizen in 1966, received
the Lasker Award for basic medical
research in 1968 and the National
Medal of Science in 1987.

Indira Goswami
Eminent Assamese litterateur and
Jnanpith award winner, Indira
Goswami, popularly known as
Mamoni Raisom Goswami passed
away in Guwahati on 29 November
2011. Dr. Goswami authored several
bestseller Assamese novels and short
story collections in her life time. She
was also instrumental in initiating
peace talks between the government
and insurgent United Liberation Front
of  Asom (ULFA).Born in 1942,
Goswami was encouraged by Kirti
Nath Hazarika who published her
first short stories in a literary journal
he edited. At 20, she published her
first collection of short stories
Chinaki Morom.
Goswami had served as a professor
of modern Indian languages at Delhi
University. Goswami authored sev-
eral award winning books which in-
clude Datal Hathir Uwe Khowa,
Neelakantha Braja, Mamore Dhora
Tarowal, Ahiron, Chenabor Srot,
Dasarathir Khoj, Tej Aru Dhulire
Dhusaritha Prishta, Udaybhanur
Charitra, Chhinmastar Manuhto and
her autobiography Adha Lekha

Dastavej. Her treatise Ramayana
from Ganga to Brahmaputra is con-
sidered a literary masterpiece.She
won the Sahitya Akademi Award for
her powerful novel Mamare Dhara
Tarowal Aru Dukhan Upanyasa in
1982 and the Jnanpith Award in
2000. She was also a recipient of the
Katha Award, the Karnataka Sangha
Sammam, the Manas Chatuechati
Samiti Samman, the Kamal Kumari
Foundation National Awards, the
Sauhardya award and the Bhart
Nirman award.She was India's first
Principal Prince Claus Laureate in
2008.
                                                          
Dr. Goswami in 2004 mediated be-
tween the Centre and the ULFA and
succeeded in convincing both the
government and the ULFA to come
forward for negotiations. Her initia-
tive led to the formation of  the
Peoples' Consultative Group (PCG)
by the ULFA to prepare the ground
for peace talks. She  had prepared
ground for talks between the two
sides. She had acted as the sole me-
diator between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, her former col-
league at Delhi University, and the
ULFA leadership. She had prepared
and submitted the first draft peace
proposal to Singh.

Later, she had played a key role when
the Sanmilta Jatiya Abhbartan, an
umbrella body of civil society
organisations of Assam, facilitated
the resumption of dialogue between
the ULFA and the Centre.

Ken Russell 
The acclaimed and eccentric British
film director Ken Russell died on 27
November 2011. The director was
known for a florid adaptations of clas-
sic literature and over-the-top biopics
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that ranged from perverse to merely
provocative. Russell is best known for
controversial films including Women
In Love and The Devils. Music played
a central role in much of his work
including The Music Lovers, and
Tommy and Lisztomania.

Ustad Sultan Khan
Renowned sarangi maestro and singer
Ustad Sultan Khan died of kidney
failure on 27 November 2011. He
belonged to the Indore Gharana of
singing.Born in the year 1940, Khan's
first performance was at the All In-
dia Conference at the age of 11. He
was taught sarangi by his father Gulab
Khan. A Hindustani classical music
exponent, Khan was renowned for his
international collaborations and will
always be remembered as the voice
behind Piya Basanti Re and Albela
Saajan (Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam).
His work in films like jab we met,
maqbool, hum dil de chuke sanam
was applauded by music lovers across
the country.
Peter Roebuck
Renowned cricket writer and com-
mentator Peter Roebuck committed
suicide at a hotel in South Africa on
12 November 2011 after being ques-
tioned on allegations of sexual assault
by the police. England-born Roebuck
was in South Africa to cover the on-
going Test series between South Af-
rica and Australia. He would be best
remembered in India for his indict-
ment of  Ricky Ponting and the Aus-
tralian team, whom he called a pack
of wild dogs, for their behaviour in

the controversial Sydney Test in
2008.

Oscar Maron Filho
Film maker and journalist from Bra-
zil, Oscar Maron Filho died of a fa-
tal heart atrtack on 27 November in
Goa while addressing an open forum
arranged as part of the ongoing In-
ternational Film Festival of  India
(IFFI).He was the director of  biggest
production house, Atlantica
Cinematographica in Brazil. Filho’s
other notable films include Bye Bye
Romario, Pele and O Papa da Bola.

Lana Peters
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin’s only
daughter, Lana Peters, who had de-
fected to the US while in India at the
height of  the Cold War died on 22
November 2011 in Wisconsin. At her
birth, on 28 February 1926 she was
named Svetlana Stalina, the only
daughter and last surviving child of
the brutal Soviet tyrant Josef  Stalin.
After Stalin died in 1953, she took
her mother’s last name, Alliluyeva. In
1970, after her defection and an
American marriage, she became and
remained Lana Peters.

Joe Frazier
Joe Frazier, the former heavyweight
boxing champion  died on 7 Novem-
ber 2011 after a battle with liver can-
cer. Frazier is most famous for defeat-
ing bitter rival and another boxing

legend Muhammad Ali in the 1971
Fight of  the Century. World heavy-
weight champion, Frazer had started
life as a share-cropper's son growing
up in South Carolina and punched
meat in a Philadelphia slaughter-
house. Known as Smokin' Joe, he won
32 fights in all, 27 by knockouts, los-
ing four times - twice to Ali in furi-
ous bouts and twice to George Fore-
man. He also recorded one draw.

Accused/Resigned

Silvio Berlusconi
Italy's Silvio Berlusconi resigned as
Prime Minister on 12 November
2011 after he was stripped of a par-
liament majority due to his unsuc-
cessful handling of the fierce finan-
cial crisis. Berlusconi's latest popular-
ity rating was at an all-time low of
just 22 per cent. Silvio Berlusconi,
born in September 1936 is an Italian
politician and businessman who
served three terms as Prime Minister
of  Italy, from 1994 to 1995, 2001 to
2006, and since 2008. Itlians were
tired of his sleaze scandals and a se-
ries of embarrassing international
gaffes. He lost his majority in parlia-
ment amid growing fiscal problems
related to the European debt crisis.
He got his nickname, Il Cavaliere (lit-
erally, The Knight)  from the knight-
hood of the Order of Merit for

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM60

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

Labour he received in 1977.

Sukhram
A Delhi court on 18 November 2011
held former telecom minister Sukh
Ram guilty of misusing his official
position when he was a member of
the PV Narasimha Rao Cabinet and
giving undue favour to a cable sup-
ply company. Sukh Ram was awarded
five years of rigorous imprisonment
for accepting a bribe of  Rs. three lakh
and showing undue favour to a pri-
vate firm in 1996. Apart from the
five-year jail term, he will also have
to pay a fine of  Rs. 4 lakh. He was a
part of the Congress at the Centre
when the scams took place.
 During his tenure as Telecom Minis-
ter in P V Narasimha Rao's Cabinet
he had given a contract worth Rs. 30
crore to a private firm, Haryana
Telecom Limited (HTL), to supply
3.5 Lakh Conductor Kilometers
(LCKM) of  Polythene Insulated Jelly
Filled (PIJF) cables to the telecom
department. In 1997, he had floated
Himachal Vikas Congress. He was
inducted in the cabinet of BJP-HVC
government led by Prem Kumar
Dhumal on March 24, 1998, but had
to resign when charges were framed
against him in corruption cases.

Karnam Malleswari
Legendary weightlifter Karnam
Malleswari resigned as vice-president
of  the nat ional body, Indian

Weightlifting Federation (IWLF) on
1 December 2011 citing unconstitu-
tional functioning of the body as the
reason for her resignation. In a letter
to IWLF president BP Baishya,
Malleswari mentioned that the reason
for her resignation was the appoint-
ment of coach Ramesh Malhotra as
one of the technical officers for se-
lection trials in Bangalore in early
2011. The IWLF had earlier sus-
pended Malhotra after he was found
guilty of physically assaulting women
lifters by the federation’s executive
committee in April 2011. She accused
the IWLF officials of  running the fed-
eration arbitrarily for their personal
gains with total disregard for the sport
and the players.
 

Honour
Lakshmi Mittal

NRI steel tycoon Lakshmi Mittal
topped the GG2/Eastern Eye Power
101, list comprising powerful Asians
in UK. The list was unveiled by
Britain's Deputy Prime Minister Nick
Clegg at the GG2 (Garavi Gujarat)
Leadership Awards 2011 on 23 No-
vember 2011. Lakshmi Mittal topped
the list of  Britain’s Most Influential
Asians 2011. Mittal who is the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of  ArcelorMittal, the world’s
largest steelmaking company, has a
fortune estimated at 15.5 billion
pounds.Indian sculptor Anish Kapoor
ranked 6th in the list. S P Hinduja
and G P Hinduja, Chairman and Vice
Chairman respectively of  the Hinduja
Group hold the No 4 position in the
list. NRI industrialist Lord Swraj Paul
held the 17th rank.

Thinkers 50
Eight Indians made it to Thinkers 50,
a bi-annual global ranking of 50 most
influential thinkers. The list compiled
by consultancy Crainer Dearlove pro-
moted by Stuart Crainer and Des
Dearlove was released in November
2011. The list of the final 50 was ar-
rived at by panelists who relied on
criter ia such as originality of
ideas,pract icality of
ideas,presentation style,written com-
municat ion, loyalty of
followers,business sense, interna-
tional outlook, rigor of research, im-
pact of  ideas and the elusive guru
factor. At No. 3 is Indian- Vijay
Govindarajan, a professor of interna-
tional business at the Tuck School of
Business at Dartmouth College in the
US, while Nitin Nohria, dean of  the
Harvard Business School, came in at
No. 13 on the list. Govindarajan, au-
thor of The Other Side of Innova-
tion that focuses on how to turn an
innovative idea into a successful com-
mercial business, moved up from
24th position in the 2009 list and 23rd
position in the 2007 list.
Others Indians in the list include
Nirmalya Kumar, professor at Lon-
don Business School, at number 26,
Pankaj Ghemawat, professor at IESE
Business School in Spain, at number
27, chief  executive of  IT firm HCL
Technologies, Vineet Nayar at num-
ber 40 and Sudhir Choudhury at num-
ber 50. Sheena Iyengar, a professor
at Columbia Business School, and
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Rakesh Kurana, a professor at
Harvard Business School also made
it to the list at 48 and 41 ranks re-
spectively. Nirmalya Kumar is known
for his works around India’s rise as
an economic force while Nayar is
known for his management strategy
Employees First, Customers Second,
that has recently gotten the attention
of  management gurus.Professor
Clayton Christensen of  Harvard
Business School topped the 2011
Thinkers50 list. Christensen, the au-
thor of several best-selling books in-
cluding The Innovator’s Dilemma,
topped the list for the first time.
At two in the 2011 ranking are the
INSEAD professors W Chan Kim
and Renée Mauborgne. Kim and
Mauborgne, Korean and American
respectively, are the authors of  Blue
Ocean Strategy and a string of  highly
influential Harvard Business Review
articles.
Thinkers 50: Founded in 2001,
Thinkers 50 is a highly coveted rec-
ognition in the world of business
management. Late CK Prahlad,
known for his work Fortune at the
Bottom of the Pyramid topped the
list in 2007 and 2009. Well known
management thinker Peter Drucker
topped the list 2001 and 2003.

Jawaharlal Nehru
India's first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru joined the elite club of

Singapore christened Friends to our
Shore on 20 November 2011. Only
four other world personalities are
members of  the coveted club. The
club is in memory of their contribu-
tion to shaping the contemporary
world history and their strong connec-
tion to Singapore. The measure was
initiated by the Singapore National
Heritage Board. The other four mem-
bers in the list are- Polish-English
writer Joseph Conrad (2004), Father
of modern Vietnam Ho Chi Minh
(2008), Filipino revolutionary leader
Jose Rizal (2008) and Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping (2010).The bust of
Nehru was unveiled on the banks of
the Singapore river by the Indian PM
Manmohan singh who visited
Singapore for a bi-lateral discussions.

Nehru visited Singapore thrice and
the first was in May 1937 as part of
his pan-Malayan tour. Nehru’s pres-
ence in the elite club of Singapore
will reinforce the historic Indian con-
nection in Singapore where the Indian
National Army led by Subhas
Chandra Bose took birth.

Ivian Sarcos
A human resources graduate from
Venezuela, Ivian Sarcos was crowned
Miss World 2011 at the 61st Miss
World contest at a glittering beauty
pageant at Earls Court exhibition
Centre in London on 6 November
2011. She was crowned winner by
Miss World 2010, Alexandra Mills,
who competed for the United States.
Sarcos’ ambition is to work with chil-
dren and she is currently is employed
by a broadcasting company in Ven-
ezuela. Her hobbies include moun-
taineering, trekking and volleyball.
 The runner-up was Miss Philippines,
Gwendoline Ruais, and Miss Puerto
Rico, Amanda Perez, claimed third

place.113 women competed in the
pageant, which was broadcast to 150
countries and over a billion estimated
viewers.The jury for the 2011 com-
petition included Cindy Breakspeare
(1976), Nigeria Agbani Darego
(2001), Zhang Zilin (2007) and
Kaiane Aldorino (2009).

Facts
» The first Miss World competition
was staged in 1951 in London.
» The 2012 Miss World Competition
is scheduled to take place at Ordos
in Inner Mongolia, China.

Aamir Khan
Aamir Khan was chosen to be the
latest celebrity face of UNICEF in
India. The actor is to be appointed
the national ambassador of the
United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund on 30
November 2011. The actor-producer,
known for his films like Taare
Zameen Par, Ghajini, 3 Idiots and
Dhobi Ghat, will support UNICEF's
work in promoting child rights and
nutrition of children under two
years.UNICEF had earlier appointed
Amitabh Bachchan and Priyanka
Chopra as the face of the
organisation. Bachchan was ap-
pointed a UNICEF goodwill ambas-
sador in 2005 and has since fronted
their polio eradication programme
successfully.The global organisation
has roped in various international
celebrities to support its campaigns
around the globe. Some famous faces
include Hollywood actors Angelina
Jolie,  Jackie Chan, Mia Farrow,
Vanessa Redgrave, Susan Sarandon,
and entertainer Shakira, and football
player David Beckham.
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Petra Kvitova
Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova
was voted WTA's Player of  the Year
on 14 November 2011. In 2011 she
claimed her debut grand slam title. In
the 2011 season she steered the
Czech Republic to Fed Cup glory and
shot up 32 places in the world
rankings. The Czech, who ended the
year ranked second, picked up four
prizes in total 14 November follow-
ing a remarkable 12 months in which
she won six titles and chalked up a 6-
0 record in Fed Cup singles. Kvitova
also bagged the Most Improved
Player award and the fair play prize,
while fans voted her the Break-
through Player of  the Year. Kveta
Peschke and her Slovenian partner
Katarina Srebotnik earned their first
award for Doubles Team of  the Year.
Sabine Lisicki of  Germany scooped
the Comeback Player of  the Year
honour. Irina-Camelia Begu was
named Newcomer Of  The Year.
Usain Bolt & Hurdler Sally Pearson
Jamaican sprint icon Usain Bolt and
Australian hurdler Sally Pearson won 
'Athlete of  the Year' awards in Mo-
naco on 12 November 2011. They
were named athletes of the year by
athletics' governing body, the
IAAF.Bolt, the Olympic 100 metres

champion, won the award for the
third time after being honoured in
2008 and 2009. He retained his 200m
crown at the World championships in
Daegu where he also helped Jamaica
defend the 4x100m relay in a new
world record time of 37.04sec.It was
in Daegu that Pearson produced the
fourth fastest time in history, and the
fastest in 19 years, for the women's
hurdles event which she dominated
in a time of 12.21sec. Pearson won
10 of her 11 competitions and pro-
duced seven of the season's quickest
11 performances. She became the
first athlete from Australia to be
honoured as such by the IAAF since
the awards were introduced in 1988.
Pearson was recognised ahead of
contenders in Kenyan distance run-
ner Vivian Cheruiyot, who won three
world t itles this year (5000m,
10,000m and cross country) and New
Zealand's world shot put champion
Valerie Adams.Both athletes picked
up cheques for $100,000. 

Commity/Commission

Shivraj Patil Committee
President Pratibha Devisingh Patil
constituted a 12-member committee
to study and recommend measures
for increasing productivity, profitabil-
ity and sustainability of the agricul-
ture sector in India. The committee
will work under the Chairmanship of
Governor of Punjab and Rajasthan,
Shivraj Patil. The committee will de-
liberate on the need for formulating
requisite policy initiatives and legis-
lative measures and prospects for in-
vestment in the agriculture and allied
sectors among others. The Commit-
tee will also discuss on measures for
transfer of innovations and cutting-
edge technologies to the farm and
allied sectors.

Investor Protection
& Education Fund 

Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) on 23 November 2011
constituted advisory committee for
SEBI Investor Protection and Edu-
cation Fund. The committee consist
of  eight member. The committee is
to be headed by Infosys chiarman KV
Kamath. The eight-member commit-
tee under the ICICI Bank chairman
comprises five external members and
three SEBI officers.The eight-mem-
ber panel also consists of Abraham
Koshy, professor at IIM Ahmedabad;
Jayashree Vyas, MD, Shri Mahila
SEWA Sahkari Bank and Ramesh
Narayan, communications consultant,
among others. SEBI’s ED Ananta
Barua and chief  general managers GP
Garg and VS Sundaresan will repre-
sent the regulator.The committee will
recommend investor education and
protection activities that may be un-
dertaken directly by the board, or
through any other agency, for
utilisation of the SEBI Investor Pro-
tection and Education Fund for the
purposes stated in the SEBI regula-
tions, 2009. The committee will look
at investor education and protection
activities that SEBI could undertake
directly or through any other agency.

B. K. Chaturvedi Panel
To push through power reforms and
unlock the power sector, the UPA-II
Government set up an expert group
to suggest restructuring of  power
utilities of seven major States, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh.The plan for reforms follows
a recent government report that re-
vealed that the accumulated losses of
the power utilities across the country
ran into Rs.1.50-lakh crore and an-
nual losses were around Rs.55.000
crore.
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The government is to initiate a major
reform in the shape of  open access
allowing consumers of above 1 MW
to choose their preferred electricity
supplier.
The expert group headed by Planning
Commission member (Energy) B. K.
Chaturvedi is expected to submit its
report by March 2012. The group was
entrusted with the responsibility to
make an assessment of the cumula-
tive losses of distribution utilities of
seven major States, including Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan.
It was asked to suggest a strategy for
capital restructuring of  these power
discoms (distribution companies),
including commitment by other stake-
holders like State governments. It will
also have to suggest a road map and
monitoring mechanism for imple-
menting the above.

Various
Vladimir Putin’s

The United Russia party convention
on 27 November voted unanimously
to nominate its leader, Vladimir
Putin, as the presidential candidate
for the elections scheduled for 4
March 20112. The decision to nomi-
nate Putin, who is Russia’s current
prime minister, was also supported by
delegates of  the Popular Front – a
new organization bringing together
supporters of Putin and United Rus-
sia.

17th International
Children's Film Festival 

17th International Children's Film
Festival (ICFF) commenced on 14
November 2011 in Hyderabad city.
The main festival centre was at
Shilparamam, Hyderabad. 
Shilparamam is a permanent crafts

village that is set amid serene
surroundings.World renowned film
makers, actors and directors, along
with the movie buffs, are on the list
to be covered in ICFF. ICFF is a bi-
ennial event which is set to go on till
20 November 2011. The number of
entries selected under these catego-
ries were International (15 films), In-
dia (10 films), Shorts (24 films) and
Little Directors (11 films). The 17th
ICFF witnessed representation from
Africa and South America for the first
time.

Pushkar International
Balloon Festival

The second annual Pushkar interna-
tional balloon festival was held from
7 to 9 November 2011 in Pushkar
near Ajmer, Rajasthan. Participants
from ten countries showcased their
ballooning skills during the
event. Over five lakh people visited
Pushkar, some 15 km from Ajmer to
attend the festival. Nearly 20000
cattle are also being to the fair for live-
stock trading.Pushkar Balloon Festi-
val is held in the backdrop of world
famous Pushkar Fair. The balloons fly
over festival grounds, camel camps,
sand dunes, campfires, mountains
and lakes around the scenic destina-
tion during mesmerizing sunrise and
sunsets of  Pushkar Hills.

Pushkar Fair
The Pushkar Fair, or Pushkar ka
Mela, is the annual five-day camel and
livestock fair, held in the town of
Pushkar in Rajasthan. It is one of the
world's largest camel fairs, and apart
from buying and selling of livestock
it has become an important tourist
attraction. Competitions such as the
matka phod, longest moustache, and
bridal competition are the main draws
for this fair which attracts thousands
of  tourists.

Books
$ 250000 Diamond Encrusted Book
Italian luxury auto maker Ferrari on
1 December 2011 unveiled a $
250000 (over Rs 1.25 crore) diamond
encrusted book depicting the history
of  the car maker. Antonio Ghini,
Ferrari's longstanding communica-
tions director and editor-in-chief of
The Ferrari Official Magazine was the
creative advisor of the book, which
was edited and designed by a team
led by Ezster Karpati. The book
weighs 37 kg and has a 30-carat dia-
mond studded Ferrari horse with
about 1500 selected stones. The edi-
tion  of the book, Enzo Diamante is
limited to one copy per country.
Ferrari India and Opus Media Group
unveiled the Enzo Diamante's only
edition for India is one of the most
expensive books in India.

Vinod Mehta's
Autobiography

Outlook India's Editor-in-Chief and
renowned journalist, Vinod Mehta's
autobiography Lucknow Boy was
launched in New Delhi on 9 Novem-
ber 2011. The book provides talks at
length about the life of the journalist
in scam-hit India. His autobiography
provides a ringside view into major
events of  the times. Vinod Mehta
grew up in Lucknow in 1950`s. Mehta
left home with a BA third class de-
gree and experimented with a string
of jobs including that of a factory
hand in suburban Britain before ac-
cepting an offer to edit Deboanir.
Over the next few decades, Mehta
launched several publications includ-
ing the legendary Sunday Observer
and the weekly newsmagazine Out-
look.
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GENERAL ABILITY TEST
SELECTING WORDS-SIMCPLE
SENTENCES

Directions: Each of the following sentences has a blank
space and four words are given after the sentence. Select
whichever word you consider most appropriate for the blank
space and indicate your choice on the answer sheet.

1. The music for the Asiad was ................ by Pt.
Ravi Shanker.
(a) demonstrated (b) made
(c) displayed (d) composed

2. The government should provide attractive tax
............. to create the market for quality goods.
(a) adulteration (b) emancipation
(c) creation (d) relaxation

3. The young man lost his way in the forest and
found that he had become a/an ........ to the
dacoits.
(a) decoy (b) quarry
(c) enemy (d) adversory

4. He sold his property because he was under a
lot of .................
(a) loan (b) credit
(c) account (d) debt

5. He is a person of sound character and
disposition.
(a) morose (b) beneficent

(c) amicable (d) amiable
6. If negotiations are to prove fruitful, there

must not only be sincerety on each side, but
there must also be .......... in the sincerety of
the other side.
(a) faith (b) belief
(c) certainty (d) substance

7. Judicial decrees may not change the heart, but
they can.......the heartless.
(a) transform (b) disarm
(c) subdue (d) regulate

8. Hein wearing, the old fashioned coat in spite
of  his wife’s disapproval.
(a) persists (b) insists
(c) resists (d) desists

9. Many of the advances of civilisation have
been conceived by young people just on the
of adulthood.
(a) peak (b) threshold
(c) horizon (d) boundary

10. This was the first time Roshan had been found
guilty. He had no ....... convictions.
(a) previous (b) former
(c) past (d) earlier

11. Soft minded individuals are ..... to embrace
alp kinds of  superstitions.

SPECIAL CLASS RAILWAY
APPRENTICES

PRACTICE PAPER
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(a) disposed (b) reluctant
(c) eager (d) prone

12. Like any other country India has itsshare of
superstitions.
(a) proper (b) abundant
(c) peculiar (d) fair

Directions: In this section you are given four alternative
meanings to each idiom/phrase. Choose the most appropriate
one.

13. In the mire
(a) in trouble (b) in debt
(c) in tension (d) in love

14. A rap on the knuckles
(a) criticism (b) commend
(c) condemnation (d) rebuke

15. By fits and starts
(a) frantically (b) irregularly
(c) frenzidly (d) enthusiastically

16. To all intents and purposes
(a) universally (b) deliberately
(c) practically (d) ultimately

17. To rest on one’s laurels
(a) to believe in one’s quality
(b) to be complacent with one’s achievement
(c) to be dissatisfied with one’s achievement
(d) none of the above

18. At logger’s head
(a) apart
(b) distant
(c) in disagreement
(d) in communion

19. Green-eyed
(a) jealous (b) handsome
(c) beautiful (d) sanguine

20. To fish in troubled waters
(a) to put someone in difficulty
(b) to take advantage of a troubled condition
(c) to handle a trouble condition tactfully
(d) to aggravate a troubled condition

21. Tooth and nail
(a) unfairly (b) angrily
(c) violently (d) vigorously

22. To put one’s foot down
(a) to yield (b) to resign
(c) to oppose (d) to accept

23. In the blues
(a) in danger (b) sad
(c) penniless (d) indisposed

24. Fair and square
(a) honest (b) frank
(c) outspoken (d) careful

25. To paint the town red
(a) to commit violence
(b) to put something in danger
(c) to dominate a situation
(d) to enjoy merrily

26. No love lost
(a) friendship (b) enmity
(c) co-operation (d) togetherness

27. To rule the roost
(a) to rule cruelly
(b) to rule conscientiously
(c) to be extremely popular
(d) to be dominant

28. Beside the mark
(a) impertinent (b) incorrect
(c) irrelevent (d) logical

29. To chew the cud
(a) to be defeated (b) to broad over
(c) to be embarrassed
(d) to accuse preposterously

30. Ill at ease
(a) sick (b) embarrassed
(c) relaxed (d) anxious

SPOTTING ERRORS

Directions:

(i) In this section a number of sentences are
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given. The sentences are underlined in three separate
parts and each one is labelled (a), (b) and (c).
Read each sentence to find out whether there
is any error in any underlined part. No
sentence has more than one error. When you
find an error in any one of the underlined
parts  (a), (b) or (c), indicate your response on
the separate answer sheet at the appropriate
space. You may feel that there is no error in a
sentence. In that case, letter (d) will signify a
‘No error’ response.

(ii) You are to indicate only one response for each
item on your answer sheet. (If you indicate
more than one response, your answer will be
considered wrong). Errors may be in grammar,
word-usage or idioms. There may be a word
missing or there may be a word which should
be removed.

(iii) You are not required to correct the error. You
are required only to indicate your response
on the answer sheet.

Examples:
‘P’ and ‘Q’ have been solved for you.

P. The young child singed a very sweet song.
         (a)           (b)                  (c)
No error.
   (d)

Q. We worked very hard
      (a) (b)
throughout the season

(c)
No error.
    (d)

Explanation
In item P, the word ‘singed’ is wrong The letter
under this part is ‘b’; so is the correct answer.
Similarly, for item is the correct answer as the
sentence does not contain any error.

31. I am much glad that you have

                   (a)             (b)
won the prize No error.
         (c)       (d)

32. My observation is that
            (a)
between Vivek and Shashi

(b)
Vivek is the most intelligent. No error.

(c)                         (d)
33. The flood situation this year

(a)
is worst than
(b)
 that prevailed in the last year.

(c)
No error.
    (d)

34. People invent new machines when they
(a)                         (b)

 think independent. No error.
(c)             (d)

35. Geometry and drawing
(a)

are more easier than
(b)

geography and social studies. No error.
(c)                          (d)

36. My uncle forbade me not to go through
(a)                       (b)

the contents of  his letter. No error.
(c)                     (d)

37. This road is the worst
(a)

than any other road in Delhi
(b)

but remains unrepaired. No error.
(c)                   (d)

38. A man entered the tavern
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(a)
and asked for some bread and cheese

(b)
with a decided foreign accent. No error.

(c)                          (d)
39. Our new playground is big and cleaner

(a)                  (b)
than theirs. No error.
        (c) (d)

40. He is very blind to read
         (a)     (b)
smallest of  prints. No error.

(c)      (d)
41. The Headmaster said that

(a)
Sachin was capable of doing

(b)
more better work. No error.
              (c)          (d)

42. Of the two he was trying the hardest
      (a)           (d)
to attain the highest percentage.

(c)
No error.
  (d)

43. At the end of  the Second World War
(a)

the USA was stronger
(b)

than any other country in the world.
(c)

No error.
    (d)

44. This is the more difficult piece of work
(a)                     (b)

I have ever undertaken. No error.
(c)                  (d)

45. He ultimately decided
(a)

to willingly and cheerfully accept

(b)
the responsibility entrusted to him.

(c)
No error.
   (d)

SYNONYMS

Directions: Each of the following items consists of a word
in capital letters, followed by four words. Select the word that
is most similar in meaning to the word.

46. BASHFUL
(a) Vigilant (b) Confident
(c) Shy (d) Hopeful

47. GARNER
(a) Distribute (b) Decorate
(c) Preserve (d) Collect

48. VENERATE
(a) Revere (b) Judge
(c) Downgrade (d) Deny

49. BEMOAN
(a) Lament (b) Soothe
(c) Denounce (d) Loathe

50. PROLIFIC
(a) Plenty (b) Competent
(c) Fertile (d) Predominant

51. AFFABLE
(a) Friendly (b) Cheerful
(c) Helpful (d) Neutral

52. ANATHEMA
(a) Religious chant
(b) Pun
(c) Musical subject
(d) Curse

53. RENDER
(a) Provide (b) Squeeze
(c) Match (d) Assent

54. REVISE
(a) Edit (b) Alter
(c) Correct (d) Reconsider

55. PENCHANT
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(a) Like (b) Eagerness
(c) Disability (d) Dislike

56. BARTER
(a) Deal (b) Return
(c) Lend (d) Exchange

57. HAGGLE
(a) Postpone (b) Accept
(c) Bargain (d) Reject

58. AMICABLE
(a) Nebulous (b) Abominable
(c) Harmonious (d) Delicate

59.  AFFRONT
(a) Exile (b) Contour
(c) Eruption (d) Indignity

60. PENURY
(a) Destitution
(b) Digestive
(c) Pensive
(d) Vigour

61. A mixture of camphor and benzoic acid can
be separated by:
(a) chemical method
(b) fractional crystallization
(c) extraction with a solvent
(d) sublimation

62. The correct formula of  Glauber’s salt is:
(a) Na2SO3.2H2O
(b) Na2S2O3.5H2O
(c) Na2SO4
(d) Na2SO4.10H2O

63. In the map which area shows the Coromandal
Coast ?

INDIA

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D
64. Which soil swells when wet and develops

cracks when dry ?

(a) Alluvial (b) Black
(c) Red (d) Laterite

65. From which river has the Rajasthan Canal
(India Gandhi Canal) been taken out ?
(a) Rabi (b) Sutlej
(c) Chenab (d) Yamuna

66. What type of precipitation is most common
in the regions of Steppe type of climate ?
(a) Orographic
(b) Convectional (c) Cyclonic
(d) All are equally important

67. Mount Heriot National Park is located at
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Andman-Nicobar
(d) Karnataka

68. In the map given, the shaded area is located
in which State ?

INDIA

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Uttaranchal
(c) Jammu and Kashmir
(d) Uttar-Pradesh

69. “B” is located in:
(a) Brisben (b) Melbourne
(c) Sydney (d) Perth

70. Which are the breeds of  buffaloes. ?
1. Murrah 2. Mehsana
3. Nagpuri 4. Marwari
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4
(c) 2 and 4 (d) 1, 2 and 3

71. Germ theory of  diseases was given by
(a) Francisco Redi (b) Louis Pasteur
(c) Waldeyer (d) T. H. Morgan
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72. Plasma is the combination of
(a) Blood - RBC
(b) Blood - Cells + Plasma
(c) Blood - (WBC + RBC)
(d) Blood - Corpuscles after clotting

73. Percentage of lactose sugar is highest in the
milk of
(a) cow (b) goat
(c) human female (d) all of these

74. Which of the following is not a correct
statement ?
(a) Vitamin B12 is required for the formation

of  RBCs.
(b) Vitamin B7 deficiency causes muscular

pain.
(c) Vitamin C is essential for the formation

of collagen, fibres, cartilage bone, teeth
etc.

(d) Vitamin for spermatogenesis is K.
75. Consider the following statements:

1. Cellulose digestion takes place in caecum.
2. Peristalsis is maximum in rectum.
3. Centre of  thirst is pituitary.
The correct statements is/are:
(a) only 1 (b) only 3
(c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 3

76. Which of the following are present in
pancreatric juice as an enzyme ?
1. Chymotrypsin 2. Amylopsin
3. Maltase 4. Erepsin
(a) only 1 (b) only 4
(c) 1 and 2 (d) 3 and 4

77. Match List-I with List-II and correct the
answer on the basis of codes given below the
lists

List-I List-II
(Pollination) (Organisms)

A. Ornithophily 1. Birds
B. Cheiropterophily 2. Snakes
C. Ophiophily 3. Snails

D. Malacophily 4. Bats
Codes:

A B C D
(a) 1 4 3 2
(b) 1 4 2 3
(c) 1 3 4  2
(d) 4 2 1 3

78. Angiosperm to which largest flower belongs,
is
(a) total stem parasite
(b) partial stem parasite
(c) total root parasite
(d) partial root parasite

79. In the map 1, 2, 3, 4 are located in which
countries

WORLD
(a) Washington, Tehran, Medrid, Moscow
(b) New York, Medrid, Moscow, Tehran
(c) Rome, Berlin, Paris, Tehran
(d) Rome, Kabul, Paris, Stockholm

80. In the map 1, 2, 3, 4 are located in which Rift
valley ?
(a) Tarapur, Balaghat, Baroni, Palaghat
(b) Ankleshwar, Baroni, Tarapur, Palaghat
(c) Baroni, Tarapur, Palaghat, Balaghat
(d) Tarapur, Ankleshwar, Baroni, Balaghat
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INDIA

1 

2 

3 

4

81. The shaded areas in the given map of India
are irrigated by :
(a) deserts
(b) evergreen forests
(c) tropical decidous forests
(d) equatorial forests

INDIA

82. The President of India exercised his power
of VETO only once. This was regarding the:
(a) Hindu Code Bill
(b) Pepsu Bill
(c) Indian Post Office Amendment Bill
(d) Dowry Prohibition Bill

83. A person can move Supreme Court directly
in the event of violation of Fundamental
Rights under
(a) Article 19 (b) Article 32
(c) Article 34 (d) none of these

84. The words “socialist secular” were

(a) part of the original Preamble
(b) added by the 29th Amendment
(c) added by the 42nd Amendment
(d) added by the 44th Amendment

85. Which one is not a fundamental right?
(a) Right against exploitation
(b) Right to equality
(c) Right to strike
(d) Right to freedom of religion

86. Consider the following pairs
1. 52nd Amendment – Anti defection law
2. 56th Amendment – Statehood for Goa
3. 59th Amendment – Emergency in Punjab
4. 62nd Amendment – Reservation of  S.C.

and S.T. in service
Of the above pairs :
(a) 1, 2 and 3 are correctly matched
(b) 3 and 4 are correctly matched
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 correctly matched
(d) 2, 3 and 4 are correctly matched

87. Irrigation is required in India because:
(a) of the low amount of rainfall
(b) the growing of crops calls for it
(c) of the uneven distribution of rainfall over

space
(d) of the uneven distribution of rainfall over

time
88. Which type of  farming is common in areas

of low rainfall ?
(a) Dairy farming
(b) Livestock ranching
(c) Paddy cultivation
(d) Intensive subsistence farming

89. The hardest substance is:
(a) iron (b) steel
(c) diamond (d) graphite

90. Select the true statement
(a) Among protium, deuterium and tritium,

protium has largest atomic radius.
(b) Absolutely pure ortho-hydrogen is formed
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at 20°C.
(c) Atomic wt of deuterium is 3 and that of

hydrogen is 2.
(d) Para and ortho hydrogen possess same

chemical properties but different physical
properties.

91. The first ionization potentials of Na, Mg, Al
and Si are in the order
(a) Na < Mg > Al < Si
(b) Na > Mg > Al > Si
(c) Na < Mg < Al < Si
(d) Na > Mg > Al < Si

92. Which of the following statements is/are false
regarding CO2 ?
1. Solid CO2 is known as dry ice.
2. Solid carbon dioxide when heated is

converted into liquid.
3. Dry ice should be cautiously handled as it

produces burns when pressed against the
skin.

Codes:
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3
(c) only 3 (d) only 2

93. Match List-I and List-II and select the correct
answer using the codes given below the lists

List-I List-II
A. Nitrous oxide 1. N2O5
B. Nitric anhydride 2. HNO2
C. Nitrous acid 3. N2O
D. Anhydride of 4. N2O3

nitrous acid
Codes:

A B C D
(a) 1 2 3  4
(b) 3 1 2 4
(c) 3 1 4 2
(d) 1 3 2 4

94. Nitrogen combines with oxygen to form
several gaseous oxides N2O, NO, NO2, N2O3

and N2O5. This illustrates
(a) Gay-Lussac’s law
(b) law of constant proportions
(c) law of multiple proportions
(d) Avogadro’s law

95. In the reaction:
 4Fe + 3O2 ® 4Fe3+ + 6O2–

Which of the following statements is incorrect
?
(a) It is a redox reaction
(b) Metallic iron act as a reducing agent
(c) O2 act as an oxidising agent
(d) Metallic iron is reduced to Fe3+

96. Which of the following molecules will show
dipole moment ?
(a) Methane
(b) Carbon tetrachloride
(c) Chloroform
(d) Carbon dioxide

97. The increasing order of acidity of H2O2, H2O
and CO2 is
(a) H2O > H2O2 > CO2
(b) H2O < H2O2 < CO2
(c) H2O > CO2 > H2O
(d) H2O2 > H2O > CO2

98. In the preparation of soap which is used ?
(a) NaOH
(b) Na
(c) Sodium silicate
(d) CH3COONa

99. Why are plants grown along river banks ?
(a) To prevent floods
(b) To provide shade
(c) To reduce silting and erosion
(d) To control pollution

100. The Thar desert is believed to be expanding.
The most suitable way to check it would be
by :
(a) afforestation (b) artificial rain
(c) canal irrigation
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(d) using the area for cattle rearing
101. Which one of the following Chola kings is

credited with the first conquest of Maldives?
(a) Raj-raj (b) Rajendra I
(c) Raja-dhiraj (d) Rajendra II

102. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct
answer from the codes given below the lists

List-I List-II
A. Chandra Gupta 1. Piyadasi

Maurya
B. Bindusara 2. Sandrocottus
C. Ashoka 3. Amitraghata
D. Chanakya 4. Vishnugupta
Codes:

A B C D
(a) 2 3 4 1
(b) 1 3 2 4
(c) 2 3 1 4
(d) 3 4 1  2

103. Can the Prime Minister be removed from his
post ?
(a) Not under any circumstances
(b) Not till the Prime Minister commands a

majority support in Lok-Sabha
(c) If Prime Minister loses the confidence

of President
(d) President can remove the Prime Minister

if found guilty of corruption
104. Which is the first global telecom city of India

till the year 2008 ?
(a) New Delhi (b) Noida
(c) Bangalore (d) Hyderabad

105. The period by which the entire country in India
comes under South-west monsoon is:
(a) 1st to 10th June
(b) 10th to 20th June
(c) 20th to 30th June
(d) 1st to 15th July

106. Match the capitals of the ruling dynasties of
early medieval India

List-I List-II

A. Partiharis 1. Kanauj
B. Chandellas 2. Khajuraho
C. Parmar’s 3. Dhar
D. Chalukyas 4. Arhilwad
Codes:

A B C  D
(a) 1 2  3 4
(b) 1 3 4 2
(c) 2 4 1 3
(d) 2 1 3  4

107. The only Sultan of Delhi who imposed ‘Jazia’
on the Brahmanas was:
(a) Balban
(b) Alauddin Khalji
(c) Ghiyasuddin Tuglaq
(d) Firuj Tughlaq

108. Match the following
List-I List-II

A. Somnatha 1. Balban
B. Persian Nauroz 2. Muhammad

Bin-Tughlaq
C. Quwattul Islam 3. Mahmud of

Mosque Ghazni
D. Diwan-i-kohi 4. Aibak
Codes :

A B C  D
(a) 3 1 4 2
(b) 4 3 2 1
(c) 3 4 1  2
(d) 1 2 3  4

109. Law of cooling is based on:
(a) Planck’s law (b) Prevost’s theory
(c) Stefan’s law (d) Kirchoff ’s law

110. In the following circuit, the resistance between
points X and Y is :

(a) 20 W (b) 15 W
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(c) 10 W (d) 5.1 W
111. A ray of light of frequency v in air enters

into glass of refractive index µ. The correct
statement is :
(a) frequency of light in glass will change
(b) frequency of light and its wavelength both

in glass will change
(c) frequency, wavelength and intensity of

light all will change in glass
(d) frequency of light in glass will not change

112. At 0 K temperature, a p-type  semicond-uctor:
(a) does not have any charge carrier
(b) has few holes and few free electron
(c) has few holes but no free electron
(d) has equal no. of  holes and free electrons

113. A wire of radius r has resistance R. It is
stretched to a wire of r/2 radius, then the
resistance becomes :
(a) 2R (b) 4R
(c) 16 R (d) zero

114. There are 27 drops of a conducting fluid.
Each has a radius a and they are charged to a
potential V0. These are combined to form a
bigger drop. Its potential will be :
(a) V0 (b) 3V0
(c) 9V0 (d) 27V0

115. Two organ pipes produce 5 beats per second
at 10°C. When the temperature rises to 20°C,
the number of beats:
(a) is equal to 5
(b) is less than 5
(c) is more than 5
(d) depends upon length of pipe

116. A liquid drop at temperature t, isolated from
its surroundings, breaks up into a number of
droplets The temperature of the droplets will
be :
(a) equal to t
(b) greater than t
(c) less than t

(d) either (a), (b) or (c) depending on the
surface tension of the liquid

117. Proton and (a-particle enter with same velocity
at 90° in a uniform magnetic field. Ratio of
radius of their paths will be :
(a) 1 : 2 (b) 2 : 1
(c) 4 : 1 (d) 1 :4

118. An equilateral triangular prism is made of
glass (µ = 1.5). A ray of light is incident
normally on one of  the faces. The angle of
deviation is
(a) 60° (b) 90°
(c) 120° (d) 180°

119. 5 g of steam at 100°C is passed into 6 g of
ice at 0°C. If the latent heats of steam and
ice are 540 cal/g and 80 cal/g respectively
then final temperature is :
(a) 0°C (b) 50°C
(c) 30°C (d) 100°C

120. A player caught a cricket ball of mass 150 g
moving at a rate of  20 m/s. If  the catching
process be completed in 0.1 s. the force
exerted by the ball on the hands of the player
is:
(a) 0.3 N (b) 30 N
(c) 300 N (d) 3000 N

1. Carboxylic acids cannot be prepared by the
hydrolysis of
(a) acid amides. (b) acid chlorides.
(c) acid halide. (d) alkyl halides.

2. Which reaction will not yield an amide?

(a) 3 3

O

CH NHCH Cl— — +
P

(b) 3 3 3 2

O O

CH — —CH CH — NHC — O — C +
P P
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(c) 3 3 3

O

CH —Cl (CH ) NC +
P

(d) 3 3 3 2 3

HO C
|

CH — — CH CH — N — CH — CHC — O — C +
P P

3. Methyl isocyanide on reduction gives
(a) methylamine.
(b) ethylamine.
(c) dimethylamine.
(d) trimethylamine.

4. The best test for the detection of a carboxylic
acid is to
(a) treat it with PCl5.PHYSICAL SCIENCE

(b) test it with its aqueous solution with litmus.
(c) warm it with alcohol and conc. sulphuric

acid.
(d) neutralise it with an alkali,

5. In the esterification of acids, the nucleophilic
reagent is the
(a) acid. (b) alcohol.
(c) water. (d) OH– ion.

6. Formic acid reacts with ammoniacal silver
nitrate to form
(a) metallic silver. (b) silver acetylide.
(c) formaldehyde. (d) acetaldehyde.

7. The acid used in removing ink spots is
(a) citric acid. (b) oxalic acid.
(c) formic acid. (d) None of these.

8. The acid which gives a green colour with
naphthol solution in conc. H2SO4 is
(a) acetic acid. (b) citric acid.
(c) formic acid. (d) oxalic acid.

9. A fatty acid is first warmed with sodium
bisulphate and then treated with sodium
nitroprusside solution when a greenishblue
colour is produced. The fatty acid is
(a) acetic acid. (b) formic acid.
(c) propionic acid. (d) None of these.

10. Which of the following acids is present in
lemon juice ?
(a) Citric acid (b) Benzoic acid
(c) Tartaric acid (d) Oxalic acid.

11. The acid present in the stings of bees and

wasps is
(a) acetic acid. (b) formic acid.
(c) formalin. (d) formaldehyde.

12. A primary amine can be distinguished from
secondary and tertiary amines by
(a) reaction with methyl iodide.
(b) reaction with acetyl chloride.
(c) carbylamine reaction.
(d) None of these.

13. The acid manufactured from cellulose is
(a) citric acid.
(b) oxalic acid.
(c) Both (a) and (b).
(d) None of these.

14. What is decreasing order of  basicity of  P, S,
T ethylamines and NH3 ?
(a) NH3 > C2H5NH2 > (C2H5)2NH >

(C2H5)3N
(b) (C2H5)3NH > (C2H5)2NH >

C2H5NH2 > NH3
(c) (C2H5)2NH > C2H5NH2 >

(C2H5)3N > NH3
(d) (C9Hd)2NH > (C2H5)3N >

C2H3NH2 > NH3
15. Which of the following is the least basic?

(a) NH3 (b) C2H5NH2
(c) (C2H5)2NH (d) (C2H5)3N

16. Which of the following will be the most highly
ionised in water ?
(a) CH3Cl × CH2 × CH2COOH
(b) CH3 × CHCI × CH3COOH
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(c) CH3CH2 × CCl2 × COOH
(d) CH3 × CH2 × CHCI × COOH

17. Amino acid usually exists in the form of
“Zwitter ions”. This means that it consists of
(a) the basic group NH3 and the acidic

group—COOH
(b) the basic group—NH3

+ and the acidic
group CO2

(c) the basic group CO2  and the acidic group—
NH3+

(d) None of these.
18. The explosive nitroglycerine is

(a) a soap. (b) a salt.
(c) an ester.
(d) a complex compound.

19. Which of the following statements about
acetic anhydride is not correct ?
(a) It is immiscible with water but is

hydrolysed by it to give acetic acid.
(b) It is prepared by the action of acetyl

chloride on the sodium salt of acetic acid.
(c) It reacts with ammonia to give acetamide.
(d) It is a strong acid.

20. The most important ingredient of dynamite
is
(a) nitrobenzene. (b) nitroglycerine.
(c) picric acid. (d) T.N.T.

21. By which test you will confirm urea ?
(a) Legal’s test. (b) Lassaigne’s test.
(c) Biuret test. (d) Wholer’ test.

22. Which of the following statements about
methanoic acid is not correct ?
(a) It is a colourless liquid with Ke, 2.4 × 10–

4

(b) It can be dehydrated with concern treated
H2SO4 to give carbon monoxide.

(c) It gives the silver mirror test with silver
nitrate solution.

(d) It reduces Fehling’s solution.
23. Which of the following statements is not

correct about the following reaction ?

CH3COOH + C2H5OH É
CH3COOC2H5 + H2O

(a) The rate of the reaction is slow at room
temperature unless a catalyst is used.

(b) The equilibrium can be shifted in favour
of the ester by removal of the water
formed.

(c) It is the OH group of the alcohol that is
lost as water.

(d) It is the OH group of the carboxylic acid
that is lost as water.

24. Which of the following statements is not
correct about acetyl chloride ?
(a) It is vigorously hydrolysed by water to give

methanoic acid.
(b) It is a colourless liquid with an irritating

odour.
(c) It can be prepared by the action of

phosphorus pentachloride on the
corresponding acid.

(d) It reacts with ammonia to give acetamide.
25. Which of the following statements is incorrect

about secondary amines ?
(a) They have the general formula R2NH

where R = alkyl group.
(b) They can be prepared by reduction of an

iso-cyanide.
(c) They react with ice-cold nitrous acid to

give a yellow oil known as a nitrosamine
and nitrogen.

(d) They react with trichloromethane and
alkali to form isocyanides.

26. Which of the following statements is incorrect
about esters ?
(a) They are colourless liquids with pleasant

fruity odours.
(b) They are prepared by refluxing an alcohol

with anhydrous acid in the presence of
concentrated sulphuric acid.

(c) They are hydrolysed on refluxing with
dilute alkali in a reaction known as
saponification.
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reactions are
(a) phenols.
(b) diazo compounds.
(c) halo compounds.
(d) nitro compounds.

41. The insecticide ‘gammexane’ is a formulation
based on
(a) D.D.T.
(b) benzene hexochloride.
(c) hexachloroethane.
(d) chloral.

42. The compound which yields a precipitate with
alcoholic AgNO3 solution is
(a) trans- dichloroethylene.
(b) cis dichloroethylene.
(c) chlorobenzene.
(d) benzyl chloride.

43. When toluene is treated with CH3Cl and AlCl3
at 350 K, the major product is
(a) o-xylene. (b) p-xylene.
(c) m-xylene. (d) cumene.

44. Of the following isomeric dibromoto luenes
which one is most difficult to make from
toluene ?
(a) 2, 3-Dibromotoluene
(b) 2, 4-Dibromotoluene
(c) 3, 5-Dibromotoluene
(d) 2,6-Dibromotoluene.

45. The reaction between an aromatic halogen
compound and an alkyl halide in the presence
of sodium and dry ether is known as
(a) Ullmann diaryl synthesis.
(b) Wurtz-Fitting reaction.
(c) Sanmeyer reaction.
(d) Fitting reaction.

46. When chlorine is passed through boiling
toluene in bright sunlight, the end product
formed is
(a) chlorotoluene.
(b) benzyl chloride.
(c) benzoyl chloride.

(d) benzotrichloride.
47. When benzene diazonium chloride i6 treated

with nitrous acid in the presence of cuprous
oxide, the product is
(a) benzene.
(b) nitrobenzene.
(c) dinitrobenzene.
(d) None of these.

48. The reaction

+ NO2
+ →

NO2

+ H+

is known as a (n)
(a) addition reaction.
(b) elimination reaction.
(c) electrophilic substitution reaction.
(d) nucleophilic substitution reaction.

49. Of the following which is a strong electrophile
?
(a) NO2

+ (b) NO2
(c) NO+ (d) NO

50. Which one of the following is the active
species formed from the nitrating mixture?
(a) NO2 (b) NO+

(c) NO2
+ (d) NO3

+

51. Picric acid is
(a) trinitro aniline.
(b) trinitrotoluene.
(c) a volatile liquid.
(d) 2, 4, 6 trinitrophenol.

52. Amatol is blasting material which is obtained
by mixing TNT with
(a) ammonium chloride.
(b) ammonium bromide.
(c) ammonium nitrate.
(d) ammonium sulphate.

53. When benzene diazonium chloride solution is
boiled, it yields
(a) Benzene. (b) aniline.
(c) Chlorobenzene.
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(d) phenol.
54. Oil of ‘Mirabane’ is

(a) nitrobenzene.
(b) benzene sulphonic acid.
(c) phenol. (d) chlorobenzene.

55. Among the following, the compound that can
be most readily sulphonated is
(a) benzene. (b) nitrobenzene.
(c) toluene. (d) chlorobenzene.

56. When aniline is warmed with an alcoholic
solution of  carbon disulphide and solid KOH,
it forms
(a) monophenylthiourea.
(b) s-diphenylthiourea.
(c) thiophenol.
(d) p-benezoquinone.

57. Alcohols can be easily distinguished from
phenols because
(a) phenols are soluble in sodium hydroxide,

but alochols are not.
(b) alcohols are soluble in sodium hydroxide,

but phenols are not.
(c) phenols are soluble in sodium bicarbonate,

but alcohols are not.
(d) alcohols are soluble in sodium bicarbonate,

but phenols are not.
58. When phenols is heated with chloroform and

alcholic KOH, salicylaldehyde is obtained. This
reaction is known as
(a) Etard reaction.
(b) Kolbe reaction.
(c) Friedel-Crafts reaction.
(d) Reimer-Tiemann reaction.

59. Which of the following would undergo
dehydration most readily ?
(a) 1-Phenyl-2-butanol
(b) 1-Phenyl-l-butanol
(c) 2-Phenyl-l-butanol
(d) 2-Phenyl-2-butanol.

60. Bakelite is formed when phenol condenses

with
(a) acetaldehyde. (b) formaldehyde.
(c) acetone. (d) benzaldehyde.

61. Two perfectly reflecting mirrors m1 and m2
are placed at right angles as shown in the figure.
A parallel beam of light is incident on m1. If
P1 and P2 be the pressures applied by the
beam on m1 and m2 respectively, then

θ

θ

m1

m2

(a) (P1 + P2) is independent of q.
(b) (P1

2 + P1
2) is independent of q.

(c) 1 2P P+  is independent of q.

(d)
1

2

P
P  is independent of q.

62. The ratio of powers of a thin convex and
thin concave lens is 3/2 and equivalent focal
length of their combination is 30 cm. Then
their focal lengths respectively are
(a) 75, –50 (b) 75, 50
(c) 10, –15 (d) –75, 50

63. A ray of light is incident on one face of an
equilateral prism, it undergoes total internal
reflection at another face. The refractive index
of material of prism is 2 , then the angle
of refraction at another face will be
(a) 60° (b) 45°
(c) 30° (d) 90°

64. A prism made of glass (µ = 1.5) has all angles
equal to 60°. If the light has to undergo

http://www.UPSCPORTAL.COM
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme


WWW.UPSCPORTAL.COM80

UPSCPORTAL Current Affairs : http://upscportal.com/civilservices/current-affairs

Integrated Guidance Programme for IAS (Pre) - 2012
http://upscportal.com/civilservices/online-course/integrated-free-guidance-programme

maximum deviation, find the angle of emergence.
(a) 25° (b) 26° 25°
(c) 27° 55° (d) 28° 47°

65. The screen is placed at a distance D from the
object. A convex lens of  focal length f  forms
real images of the object for its two positions
separated by a distance d. Which of the
following relations is correct ?
(a) D = 4f (b) D> 4f
(c) d = 4f (d) d < 4f

66. A bi-convex lens made of glass (refractive
index 1.5) is put in a liquid of refractive index
1.7. Its focal length will
(a) decrease and change sign
(b) increase and change sign
(c) decrease and remain of the same sign
(d) increase and remain of the same sign.

67. Material A has critical angle iA, and material
B has critical angle iB (iB > iA). Then which of
the following is true?
I. Light can be totally internally reflected

when it passes from B to A
II. Light can be totally internally reflected

when it passes from A to B
III. Critical angle for total internal reflection

is im – iA
IV. Critical angle between A and B is

1 A

B

sin
sin

sin
i
i

−  
 
 

(a) I and III (b) I and IV
(c) II and III (d) II and IV

68. Area of the image of the Sun produced by a
convex lens of focal length f, is proportional
to
(a) cube of focal length
(b) square of focal length
(c) focal length
(d) Data insufficient.

69. The dispersive powers of two lenses, which

are combined to make a converging
achromatic combination are in the ratio 1 : 2.
The mean focal lengths of lens combination
is 30 cm. The focal length of each lens is
(a) 20 cm, 30 cm (b) 15 cm, 15 cm
(c) 15 cm, 20 cm (d) 15 cm, 30 cm

70. The dispersive powers of the materials of
the two lenses are in the ratio 4 : 3. The
achromatic combination of these two lenses
in contact is a convex lens of focal length 60
cm, then the focal lengths of the component
lenses are
(a) –20 cm and 25 cm
(b) 20 cm and –25 cm
(c) –15 cm and –20 cm
(d) +15 cm and –20 cm

71. A point source of light is placed 4 m below

the surface of water of refractive index 
5
3 .

The minimum diameter of a disc, which
should be placed over the source on the
surface of water to cut off all light coming
out of the water is
(a) Infinity (b) 6 m
(c) 4 m (d) 3 m

72. The angle of a prism is 60° and the index of
refraction of glass with air is 1.5. If the angle
of incidence on the first face is i1 and the
angle of emergence at the second face is i2,
when will the deviation produced by the prism
be maximum ?
(a) i1 = i2 = p/2 (b) i1 < i2 < p/2
(c) i1 > i2 (d) i1 = i2 = p/6

73. A ray of light passes from a denser to a rarer
medium. At the surface of separation the
angle of incidence is i and the angle between
reflected and refracted rays is of 90°. If the
angle of reflection and refraction are r and r´
respectively, then find the value of  critical
angle.
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(a) tan–1 (sin r) (b) sin–1 (tan r)
(c) cos–1 (sin r) (d) cos–1 (tan r)

74. The sun subtends an angle of 30° on the
surface of the earth. A convex lens of focal
length 100 cm is used to form its image, find
the diameter of the image of the sun.
(a) 0.75 cm (b) 0.98 cm
(c) 0.80 cm (d) 0.87 cm

75. An achromatic combination of two lenses has
an effective focal length of 50 cm. The lenses
are of crown and flint glasses of dispersive
powers 0.02 and 0.03 respectively. Find the
focal length of  the component lenses.

(a)
40 cm, 50 cm
3

−

(b)
50 cm, 50 cm
3

(c)
50 cm, 25 cm
3

−

(d)
50 cm, 5 cm
3

−

76. The refractive indices of the material of a
lens for violet and red colours are 1.56 and
1.54 respectively. If  the focal length of  the
lens for violet light is 40 cm, then focal length
of the lens for red colour and longitudinal
aberration of the lens are respectively
(a) 42.25 cm, 2.4 cm
(b) 41.48 cm, 1.48 cm
(c) 42.75 cm, 1.2 cm
(d) 41.48 cm, 1.21 cm

77. A diminished image of an object is to be
obtained on a screen 1.0 m from it. This can
be achieved by appropriately placing
(a) a convex lens of focal length less than

0.25 m.
(b) a convex mirror of focal length less than

0.25 m.

(c) a concave lens of suitable focal length.
(d) a combination of  concave and convex lens.

78. If the intensity of unpolarized light after
passing through a polarizer (P) and an analyser
(A) reduces to one-eighth of its original value,

then the angle between the principle planes
of P and A is

(a) 30° (b) 45°
(c) 60° (d) 90°

79. Light is incident from vacuum on the surface
of a medium of refractive index µ. If the
angle of incidence obeys the relation i = tan–

1(µ), then the angle between the reflected and
the refracted rays is
(a) 30° (b) 60°
(c) 90° (d) 120°

80. When white light passes through a dispersing
medium, it breaks up into various colours,
which of the following statement is true ?
(a) Velocity of  light for violet is greater than

the velocity of  light for red colour.
(b) Velocity of  light for violet is less than the

velocity of light for red.
(c) Velocity of  light is the same for all colours.
(d) Velocity of  light for different colours has

nothing to do with the phenomenon of
dispersion.

81. A short linear object, of length l, lies along
the normal to the axis of  a concave mirror,
of focal length f, at a distance d from the pole
of  the mirror. The size of  the image is then
(nearly)

(a)
lf

d f+ (b)
d f

lf
+

(c) ( ) ( )

2

2
.

f
l

d f l d f+ + +

(d)
( )2

2
.

d f
l

f

+
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82. A parallel beam of light in air is incident on a
glass sphere of refractive index 1.5 and
diameter 20 cm, parallel to its horizontal
diameter. The rays converge to a point at a
distance of …from the centre of the sphere.
(a) 20 cm (b) 5 cm
(c) 10 cm (d) 15 cm

83. If a glass prism is immersed into the water
then the minimum deviation of light produced
by the prism will be

(Give 
3 4
2 3a g a wn and n= = )

(a)
3
4 (b)

4
3

(c)
1
4

(d)
2
3

84. The angle of a prism is 60° and the index of
refraction of glass with air is 1.5. If the angle
of incidence on the first face is i1 and the
angle of emergence at the second face is i2,
when will the deviation produced by the prism
be maximum ?
(a) i1 = p/2 or i2 = p/2
(b) i1 = p/3 or i2 = p/4
(c) i1 = p/6 or i2 = p
(d) None of these.

85. Long sighted people who have lost their
spectacles can still read a book by looking
through a small (3-4 mm) hole in a sheet of
paper
(a) because the fine hole produces an image

of the letters at a longer distance.
(b) because in doing so the distance of the

object is increased.
(c) because in doing so the focal length of

the eye lens is effectively decreased.
(d) because in doing so the focal length of

the eye lens is effectively increased.
86. Two thin converging lens of  focal length f =

20 cm are kept 100 cm apart. An object O is
placed at a distance 40 cm in front of the
first lens L1 and final image obtained at l as
shown in figure. A third thin lens may be
inserted in this system without disturbing the
object and image positions, at a distance x
from the first lens L1, where

L1 L2

O  I

(a) x = 20 cm (b) x = 40 cm
(c) x = 60 cm (d) x = 30 cm

87. A concave lens of glass, refractive index 1.5,
has both surfaces of  same radius of  curvature
R. On immersion in a medium of refractive
index 1.75, it will behave as a
(a) convergent lens of focal length 3.5 R
(b) convergent lens of focal length 3.0 R
(c) divergent lens of focal length 3.5 R
(d) divergent lens of focal length 3.0 R

88. In Young’s double slit experiment, an
interference pattern is obtained on a screen
by a light of wavelength 6000 Å coming from
the coherent sources S1 and S2. At certain point
P on the screen third dark fringe is formed.
Then the path difference S1P – S2P in microns
is
(a) 0.75 (b) 1.5
(c) 3.0 (d) 4.5

89. Using sodium light (l = 5893 Å) interference
fringes are formed from a thin air wedge.
When viewed normally 10 fringes are
observed in a distance of  1 cm. The angle of
wedge is
(a) 10–2 radians
(b) 10 radians
(c) 2.946 × 10–4 radians
(d) 2.946 × 10–8 radians.

90. For an oil film of  thickness 10–4 cm, find the
wavelength in the visible region of the
spectrum for which the film will appear bright
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on reflection along the normal direction. Take µ of
oil to be 1.4.
(a) 4303, 5091, 6222 Å
(b) 8002, 8122, 9246 Å
(c) 2034, 5093, 9555 Å
(d) None of these.

91. A parallel beam of  light is incident normally
on a narrow slit of width 0.2 mm. The
diffraction pattern is observed on a screen
which is placed at the focal plane of a convex
lens whose focal length is 20 cm. Find the
distance between first two minima on the
screen. Take l = 5 × 10–5 cm. Assume that
the lens is placed very close to the slit.
(a) 0.24 cm (b) 0.05 cm
(c) 1.05 cm (d) 0.95 cm

92. A person looking through a telescope T just
sees a point A on the rim at the bottom of a
cylindrical vessel when the vessel is empty.
When the vessel is completely filled with a
liquid (µ = 1.5), he observes the mark at the
centre B of the bottom without, moving the
telescope or the vessel. What is the height of
the vessel if the diameter of its cross-section
is 10 cm?
(a) 10 cm (b) 9.2 cm
(c) 8.45 cm (d) 12.52 cm

93. A beam of light consisting of two wavelengths
6500 Å and 5200 Å is used to obtain
interference pattern in Young’s double slit
experiment.
Find the distance of the third bright fringe
on the screen from the central maximum for
the wavelength 6500 Å. The distance between
the slits is 2mm and the distance between the
plane of the slits and the screen is 120 cm.
(a) 0.224 cm (b) 0.117 cm
(c) 1.242 cm (d) 0.324 cm

94. A slit of width ‘a’ is illuminated by red light (l
= 6500 Å). If the first minima falls at q =
30°, then value of a is

(a) 3250 Å (b) 2.5 × 107 cm
(c) 6.5 × 10–4 cm (d) 1.3 micron

95. The 6500 Å H-line emitted by a star is found
to be red shifted by 15Å. The speed with
which the star is receding from earth is given
by
(a) 6.5 × 1010 m/s (b) 6.9 × 105 m/s
(c) 3 × 108 m/s (d) None of these.

96. In the ideal double-slit experiment, when a
glass-plate (refractive index 1.5) of thickness
t is introduced in the path of one of the
interfering beams (wavelength l), the intensity
at the position where the central maximum
occurred previously remains unchanged. The
minimum thickness of the glass-plate is
(a) 2l (b) 2l/3
(c) l/3 (d) l

97. In Young’s double slit experiment maximum
intensity is I. Then the angular position where

the intensity becomes 
I
4

 is

(a)
1sin

d
− λ 

 
 

(b)
1sin

3d
− λ 

 
 

(c)
1sin

2d
− λ 

 
 

(d)
1sin

4d
− λ 

 
 

98. In Fresnel’s biprism experiment,
monochromatic light is replaced by white light.
(a) Fringe width will remain the same.
(b) The distance between two coherent

sources is altered.
(c) A very large number of interference

fringes is observed.
(d) No interference fringes are observed.

99. In Young’s double slit experiment screen is
kept 0.8 m away from the source. The
coherent sources are 0.016 cm apart, and
fringes are observed on the screen. It is found
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that with a certain monochromatic source of light,
the fourth bright fringe is situated at a distance
of 1.06 cm from the central fringe. The
wavelength of light employed is
(a) 4800 Å (b) 5300 Å
(c) 6500 Å (d) 5800 Å

100. In a plane transmission grating the angle of
diffraction for the second order principal
maximum for the wavelength 5 × 10–1 cm is
30°. The number of lines in one cm of grating
surface is
(a) 500 (b) 5000
(c) 1500 (d) 2000

101. A Young’s double slit experiment is arranged
such that the distance between the centres of
the two slits is d and the source slit, emitting
light of wavelength

l, is placed at a distance x from the double
slit. If now the source slit is gradually opened
up, for what width will the fringes first
disappear ?
(a) l/2d0 (b) 2l/d0
(c) lx/2d0 (d) 2d0/lx

102. A light source emits light of two wavelengths
l1 = 4300 Å and l2 = 5100 Å. The source is
used in a double slit interference experiment.
The distance between the sources and the
screen is 1.5 m and the distance between the
slits is 0.025 mm. Calculate the separation
between the third order bright fringes due to
these two wave-lengths.
(a) 2.42 cm (b) 3.14 cm
(c) 21.45 cm (d) 1.44 cm

103. Light of wavelength 5500 Å from a narrow
slit is incident on a double slit. The overall
separation of 5 fringes on a screen 200 cm
away is 1 cm, calculate the slit separation and
(a) 1.05 cm (b) 0.95 cm
(c) 0.055 cm (d) 0.142 cm

104. A thin sheet of a transparent material (µ =
1.60) is placed in the path of one of the
interfering beams in a biprism experiment
using sodium light, l = 5890 × 10–8 cm. The
central fringe shifts to a position originally
occupied by the 12th bright fringe. Calculate
the thickness of the sheet.
(a) 1.268 × 10–2 cm
(b) 1.178 × 10–3 cm
(c) 2.465 × 10–2 cm
(d) 1.702 × 10–2 cm

105. When a thin sheet of transparent material of
thickness 6.3 × 10–4 cm is introduced in the
path of one of the interfering beams, the
cental fringe shifts to a position occupied by
the sixth bright fringe. If l = 5460 Å, find the
refractive index of the sheet.
(a) 2.62 (b) 1.20
(c) 2.5 (d) 1.52

106. Oil floating on water looks coloured due to
interference of light. What should be the
order of magnitude of thickness of oil layer
so that this effect is observed
(a) 10 Å (b) 100 Å
(c) 10000 Å (d) 1 cm.

107. The two waves having intensities in the ratio
9 : 1 produce interference. The ratio of
maximum to minimum intensity is equal to
(a) 10 : 8 (b) 9 : 1
(c) 4 : 1 (d) 2 : 1

108. The transverse nature of wave is shown by
(a) interference of light
(b) refraction of light
(c) polarisation of light
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(d) diffraction of light
109. A narrow monochromatic beam of light of

intensity I is incident on a glass plate as shown
in the figure. Another glass plate, which is
identical, is kept close to the first one and
parallel to it. Each glass plate reflects 25 per
cent of the light incident on it and transmits
the remaining. Find the ratio of  the minimum
and the maximum intensities in the
interference pattern formed by the two beams
obtained after one reflection at each plate.
(a) 1 : 49
(b) 2
(c) 3 : 35
(d) 3

110. A lambert source has the form of  an infinite
plane. Its luminance is equal to L. Find the
illuminance of an area of element-oriented
parallel to the given source.
(a) pL
(b) 2pL
(c) 3pL
(d) 4pL

111. The phenomenon of rotation of
planepolarised light is called
(a) dichroism
(b) Kerr effect
(c) double refractivity
(d) optical activity

112. Two sources of  intensity I and 41 are used in
an interference experiment. What will be the
intensity at point where the waves from the
two sources superimpose with a phase
difference of  zero.
(a) 21 (b) 91
(c) 51 (d) I

113. A screen is placed at a distance of 2 m from
a slit of width 0.30 mm. Light of wavelength
580 nm is made incident on this slit (as shown).
Find the distance of the first minimum
measured from the central axis.

(a) 2.87 mm (b) 3.87 mm
(c) 2.68 mm (d) None o these

114. A certain region of a soap bubble reflects red
light of vacuum wavelength l = 650 nm. What
is the minimum thickness that this region of
the soap bubble could have ? (Take index of
refraction of the soap film to be 1.41)
(a) 650 × 10–9 m (b) 120 × 107 m
(c) 650 × 105 m (d) 1.2 × 10–7 m

Passage I
In a double slit experiment, the wavelength l
of the light souce is 405 nm, the slit
separationd is 19.44 µm and tge skit wudtg ‘a’
is 4.05 µm. Consisder the interference of the
light from the two slits and also the diffraction
of the light through each slit. Answer the
following questions:

115. How many bright fringes are within the central
peak of hte diffraction envelope?
(a) 4 (b) 6
(c) 8 (d) 9

116. How many bright fringes are within either of
the first side peaks of the diffraction envelope
?
(a) 5 (b) 3
(c) 8 (d) 9

Passage 2
In the figure assume that two waves of light
in air, of wavelength 400 nm are initially in
phase.
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n1

n2

L

One travels through a glasslayer of index of
refraction n1 = 1.6 and thickness L. The other
travels through an equally thick plastic layer
of index of refraction n2 = 1.5
Answer the following questions:

117. The least value L should have if the waves
are to end up with a phase difference of 5.65
radian ?
(a) 1.5 × 10–3 m (b) 3.6 × 10–3 m
(c) 2.8 × 10–3 m (d) 5.8 × 10–6 m

118. S1 and S2 are point sources of electromagnetic
waves of wavelength 1.00 m. They are in
phase and separated by d = 4m and they emit
at the same power.
Answer the ollowing question:
If a detector is moved to the right along the
x-axis from source S1, at what distances from
S1 are the first three interference maxima
detected ?
(a) 1.17 m, 3m, 7.50 m
(b) 3 m, 7.50 m, 1.17 m
(c) 5.5 m, 4.28 m, 1.28 m
(d) 6.25 m, 3.25 m, 1.35 m

119. The wavelength of Ka X-ray of an element
having atomic number z = 11 is l.  The
wavelength of Ka X-ray of another element
of atomic number z´ is 4l. Then z´ is
(a) 11 (b) 44 (c) 6 (d) 4

120. In Young’s double slit experiment an electron
beam is used to form a fringe pattern instead
of light. If speed of the electrons is increased,
then the fringe width will
(a) increase (b) decrease.

(c) remains same
(d) no fringe pattern will be formed.

1. The value of

+
+ +∫ ∫

tan cot

2 21/ 1/

1
,

1 (1 )

x x

e e

t
dt dt

t t t
 is:

(a) – 1 (b) 1
(c) 0 (d) none of these

2. If f (x) = 

2

2

0 sin cos 2

sin 0 1 2

2 cos 2 1 0

x x

x x x

x x

− −

− −

− −
,

then ( )f x dx∫  is equal to:

(a)
3

2

3
x

x− sin x + sin 2x

(b)
3

2x
x

x
− sin x – sin 2x

(c)
3

2

3
x

x− cos x – cos 2x
(d) constant

3. The angle between two tangents from the
origin to the circle (x – 7)2 + (y + 1)2 = 25 is:
(a) p/3 (b) 0
(c) p/6 (d) p/2

4. Two circles each of  radius 5 units touch each
other at (1, 2). If the equation of their
common tangent is 4x + 3y = 10, then the
centres of the two circles are:
(a) (3, 4), (–1, 0)
(b) (5, 7), (–3, – 3)
(c) (5, 5), (–3, –1)
(d) None of the above

5. If the number 2

(1 )
(1 )

n

n

i

i −
−

+
 is real and positive,

then n is:
(a) any integer
(b) any even integer
(c) any odd integer

I

1 2
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(d) none of these
6. Solution of the differential equation y3 – 8y2

= 0, where y (0) = 
1

,
8

 y1 (0) = 0, y2 (0) = 1 is

equal to:

(a) y = 
 

+ − 
 

81 7
8 8 8

xe
x

(b) y = 
81 7

8 8 8

xe
x

 
− +  

(c) y = 
81 7

8 8 8

xe
x

 
+ +  

(d) none of these
7. Differetial equation of  the family of  curves

v = ,
A

B
r

+  where A and B are arbitrary

constants, is:

(a)
2

2
1

0
d v dv

r drdr
+ = (b) − =

2

2
2

0
d v dv

r drdr

(c)
2

2
2

0
d v dv

r drdr
+ = (d) none of these

8. The point of extremum of

f (x) = 
22

0

5 4
:

2

x

t
t t

dt
e

− +
+∫

(a) x = 0, ± 1 (b) x = – 3
(c) x = 3 (d) x = ± 3

9.
3/2 2

0
[ ]x dx∫ equal to:

(a) 3/2 (b) 3
(c) 2 2− (d) 2 2+

10. The value of 
( 1)/

1/

an n

n

x
dx

a x x

−

− +
∫  is equal

to:

(a)
2

2
na

n
−

(b)
2
a

(c)
1

( 2)
2

na
n

+ (d) none of these

11. If f(x) and g (x) are continuous functions
satisfying f (x) = f (a – x) and g (x) + g (a – x)

= 2, then 
0

( ) ( )
a

f x g x dx∫  is equal to:

(a)
0

( )
a

g x dx∫ (b)
0

( )
a

f x dx∫
(c) 0 (d) none of these

12. If In = 
/4

0
tan ,n x dx

π
∫  then:

MATHEMATICS

(a) I10 + I8 = 
1
9

(b) I5 + I7 = 
1

16

(c) I8 + I12 =
2

99

 (d) I12 + 2I10 + 3I8 = 
20
99

13.
+∫ 2 2

sin2
cos sin

x
dx

a x b x
 is equal to:

(a) (b – a) log (a – cos2 x + b sin2 x)
(b) 1/(b – a) log (a cos2 x + b sin2 x)
(c) 1/b – a log (a cos2 x – b sin2 x)
(d) none of these

14. f (x) = sin x + cos 2 x (x  > 0) has minima for
x is equal to:

(a) np/2 (b) 3
( 1)

2
n + p

(c)
1

(2 1)
2

n + π (d) none of these
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15. If y = a log |x| + bx2 + x has its extremum
values at x = – 1 and x = 2, then:
(a) a = 2, b = – 1 (b) a = 2, b = – 1/2
(c) a = – 2, b = 1/2
(d) none of these

16. If  the curves y2 = 16x and 9x2 + by2 = 16 cut
each other at right angles, then the value of b
is:
(a) 2 (b) 4
(c) 9/2 (d) none of these

17. The tangent to the curve y = e2x at the point
(0, 1) meets the x-axis at:
(a) (0, a) (b) (2, 0)
(c) (–1/2, 0) (d) None of these

18. If y = cos cos cos ...,x x x+ + +  then

dy
dx

 is equal to:

(a)
cos
1 2

x
y− (b)

cos
1 2

x
y

−
−

(c)
sin
1 2

x
y

−
− (d)

sin
1 2

x
y−

19. If x = a (1– cos q), y = a (q – sin q), then

θ=π

 
 
  /2

dy
dx  is equal to:

(a) – 1 (b) 1
(c) – 2 (d) – 4

20. If  f’ (x0) exists, then:

0 0

0

( ) ( )
lim

2h

f x h f x h
h→

+ − −
 is equal to:

(a) 0
1

( )
2

f x′ (b) f ’ (x0)

(c) 2f’ (x0) (d) none of these
21. Let f ”(x) be continuous at x = 0 and f ” (0) =

4 value of

0
lim
x→  

2

2 ( ) 3 (2 ) (4 )f x f x f x

x

− +  is:

(a) 11 (b) 12
(c) 2 (d) none of these

22.
2/

lim
3

xx x x

x

a b c
→∞

 + +
 
 

, a, b, c > 0, is equal to:

(a) abc (b) a2 b2 c2
(c) (a b c)2/3 (d) (a b c)3

23. If  a, b, c, d are positive, then

1
lim 1

c dx

x a bx

+

→∞

 +  + :

(a) ed/b (b) ec/a

(c) e(c + d)(a + d) (d) e
24. The set of values of a for which the function

f (x) = x2 + ax + 1 is an increasing function
on [1,2] is :
(a) (–¥, 4) (b) [–4, ¥)
(c) [4, ¥) (d) (–¥, 4]

25. The function f (x) = 
0

1
log

1

x
e

x
dx

x
− 

  +∫  is :

(a) an even function
(b) an odd function
(c) a periodic function
(d) none of these

26. If (a sec q, b tan q) and (a sec f, b tan f) are

the eznds of a focal chord of 
22

2 2

yx
a b

−  = 1,

then tan tan
2 2
θ φ

 equals:

(a)
1
1

e
e

−
+

(b)
1
1

e
e

+
−

(c)
1
1

e
e

+
−

(d)
1
1

e
e

−
+
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27. The equation 
22

12 8
yx

+
− λ − λ

 = 1 represents:

(a) a hyperbola if h < 8
(b) an ellipse if h > 8
(c) a hyperbola if 8 < l < 12
(d) none of the above

28. If the segment intercepted by the parabola y2

= 4ax with the line lx + my + n = 0 subtends
a right angle at the vertex, then:
(a) 4al + n = 0
(b) 4al + 4am + n = 0
(c) 4am + n = 0
(d) al + n = 0

29. If the line y = 3 3x − cuts the paraboly
y2 + x + 2 at P and Q and if A be the point

( 3, 0),  then AP.AQQ is:

(a) 2 3 (b)
4

(2 3)
3

−

(c)
2

( 3 2)
3

+ (d)
4

( 3 2)
3

+

30. Two vertices of  a triangle are (5 – 1) and (–2,
3). If the orthocentre of the triangle is the
origin, then co-ordinates of the third vertex
are:
(a) (4, 7) (b) (–4, –7)
(c) (–4, 7) (d) none of these

31. A line through A (–5, – 4) meets the lines x +
3y + 2 = 0, 2x + y + 4 = 0, and x – y – 5 = 0
at B, C  and D respectively. If

2 215 10
AB AC

   +        = 
26

,
AD

 
    then the

equation of the line is:
(a) 2x + 3y + 22 = 0
(b) 5x – 4y  + 7 = 0
(c) 3x – 2y + 3  = 0
(d) none of these

32. The lines 2x – 3y = 5 and 3x – 4y = 7 are

diameters of  a circle of  area 144 sq units.
Then the equation of this circle is:
(a) x2 + y2 + 2x – 2y = 62
(b) x2 = y2 + 2x – 2y = 47
(c) x2 + y2 – 2x + 2y = 47
(d) x2 + y2 – 2x + 2y = 62

33. If 
1 3 1

,
3 4

p p+ −
 and 

1 2
2

p−
 are the

probabilities of three mutually exclusive and
exhaustive events, then p equals:

(a)
1
3

(b)
1
2

(c)
1
6

(d) none of these

34. The probabilitiy that a man can hit a target is
3

.
4

 He tries 5 times. The probability that he

will hit the target at least three times is:

(a)
291
364

(b)
371
464

(c)
471
502

(d)
459
512

35. Two persons A and B appear in an interview
for the two vacancies. If  the probability of

their selctions are 
1
4

 and 
1
6

 respectively. Then

the probability that none of them is selected
is:

(a)
5
8

(b)
5

12
(c)

19
12

(d)
1
24

36. The system of linear equations ax + by = 0,
cx + dy = 0, has a non-trivial solution if:
(a) ad – bc < 0 (b) ad – bc > 0
(c) ad + bc = 0 (d) ad – bc = 0

37. log3 2, log3 (2x – 5), log3 
7

2
2

x −    are in A.P,,

then the value of x is:
(a) 2 (b) 3
(c) 4 (d) none of these
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38. If  the sum of  odd numbered terms and the
sum of  even numbered terms in the expansion
of  (x + a)n are A and B respectively, then the
value of (x2 – a2)n is:
(a) A2 – B2 (b) A2 + B2

(c) 4AB (d) none of these
39. Angles made with the x-axis by two lines drawn

through the point (1, 2) and cutting the line x

+ y = 4 at a distance 
1

6
3

 from the point (1,

2) are:

(a) and
6 3
π π

(b)
5

and
12 12
π π

(c)
3

and
8 8
π π

(d) none of these

40. If the angle 2q is acute, then the acute angle
between x2 (cos q – sin q) + 2xy cos q + y2 (c
os q + sin q) = 0
(a) q (b) q/2

(c)
3
θ

(d) 2q

41. If 4P(A = 6P(B) = 10 P (A Ç B) = 1, then
P(B/A) is equal to:

(a)
2
5

(b)
3
5

(c)
7
10

(d)
19
60

42. The solution of  
2

2

d y

ax
 = cos x – sin x is:

(a) y = – cos x + sin x + c1x + c2
(b) y = – cos x – sin x + c1x + c2
(c) y = cos x – sin x + c1 x

2 + c2x
(d) y =  cos x + sin x + c1x

2 + c2 x

43. lim cos sin ,
4 4n

n k
n n→∞

π π
= then k is equal to:

(a)
4
π

(b)
3
π

(c) p (d) none of these
44. If one-distance between a focus and

corresponding directrix of an ellipse be 8 and

the ecentricity be 
1

,
2

 then the length of one

minor axis is:
(a) 3 (b) 4 2
(c) 6, (d) none of these

45. A circle is given by x2 + y2 – 6x + 8y – 11 =
0  and are two points (0, 0) and (1, 8). These
points lie:
(a) both inside the circle
(b) both outside and one inside the circle
(c) both outside the cirlce
(d) one on and other inside the circle

46. 2x2 + 7xy + 3y2 + 8x + 14y + l = 0 will
represent a pair of straight lines, whne l is
equal to:
(a) 2 (b) 4
(c) 6 (d) 8

47. The distance of middle point of the line
joining the points (a sin q, 0) and (0, a cos q)
from the origin is:

(a)
2
a

(b)
1

(sin cos )
2

a θ + θ

(c) a ( sin q + cos q)
(d) a

48. If sin a = 
1
5  and sin b = 

3
,

5
 then (b – a)

lies in the interval:

(a) 0 ,
4
π 

  
(b)

3
,

2 2
π π 

  

(c)
3

,
2
π π  

(d) 5
,

4
π π  

49. If pn + 1 = 1/2(1 ),np+  then cos
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 − 
 ∞
 

2
0

1 2

1

...

p

p p
 is equal to:

(a) 1 (b) –1
(c) p0 (d) 1/p0

50. The probability that a leap year selected at
random contains either 63 Sudays or 53
Mondays is:

(a)
2
7

(b)
4
7

(c)
3
7

(d)
1
7

51. Three integers are chosen at random from
the first 20 integers. The probability that their
product is even, is:
(a) 2/19 (b) 3/29
(c) 17/19 (d) 4/29

52. If  a, b, g and a, b, c are complex numbers

such that 1 i
a b c
α β γ

+ + = +  and  0
a b c

+ + =
α β γ

then the value of 
2 2 2

2 2 2a b c
α β γ

+ +  is equal to:

(a) 0 (b) –1
(c) 2i (d) – 2i

53. If the complex number z = x + iy is taken

always ,
4
π

 then:

(a) x2 + y2 – 2y = 1
(b) x2 + y2 – 2y = 0
(c) x2 + y2 – 2y = –1
(d) x2 + y2 + 2y = –1

54. The complex numbers z1, z2, z3 are vertices
A, B, C of  a parallelogram ABCD, the fourth
vertex D is:

(a) 1 2
1

( )
2

z z+

(b) 1 2 3
1

( )
2

z z z+ +

(c) (zl + z3 – z2)

(d) 1 2 3 4
1

( )
4

z z z z+ + +

55. If the equation x2 + ax + b = 0 and x2 + bx
+ a = 0 have a common root, then the
numerical value of a + b is:
(a) 1 (b) 0
(c) – 1 (d) none of these

56. Ramesh and Mahesh solve an equation. In
solving Ramesh commits a mistake in constant
term and finds the roots 8 and 2. Mahesh
commits a mistake in the coefficient of x and
finds the roots – 9 and – 1. The correct roots
are:
(a) – 8, 2 (b) 9, 1
(c) 9, – 1 (d) – 8, – 2

57. If [g (x)] = ax + b and g (x) = cx + d, then f [g
(x)] = g [f(x)] is equivalent to:
(a) f (a) = g (c) (b) f (c) = g (a)
(c) f (d) = g (b) (d) f (b) = g (b)

58. If  the d.c’s of  the rays ,AB AC
uuur uuur

 aree

6 2 3
, ,

7 7 7
− 

    
1 2 2

, ,
3 3 3

− 
    then the direction

ratios of an angular bisector of ,AB AC ′
uuur uuuur

 are:
(a) 25, 209, 23 (b) –23, 20, 23
(c) 25, 20, –23 (d) 25, – 20, 23

59. A plane is at a distance 3p from the origin and
meets co-ordinates axis in A, B, C. The locus
of  centroid of  DABC is:

(a) 2 2 2

1 1 1
x y z

+ + = 2

1
p

(b)
1 1 1 1
x y z p

+ + =

(c) 2 2 2

1 1 1
x y z

+ + = 2

9
p

(d)
1 1 1 3
x y z p

+ + =

60. If a, b are different values of q satisfying p
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cos 2q + q sin 2q = r, then tan (a + b) is equal to:

(a)
p
q (b)

q
p (c)

r
p (d)

r
p

Directions: The following FIVE items consists of two
statements, one labelled the ‘Assertion A’ and the other labelled
the ‘Reason R’. You are to examine these two statements
carefully and decide if the Assertion A and Reason R are
individually true and if  so, whether the reason is a correct
exaplanation of the Assertion. Select your answer to these
items using the codes given below.

Code:
(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct

explanation of A.
(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct

explanation of A.
(c) A is true but R is false
(d) A is false but R is true
61. Assertion (A): The product of three

consecutive natural numbers is divisible by 6.
Reason (R): The product of n consecutive
natural numbers is divisible by n!.
(a) A (b) B
(c) C (d) D

62. Assertion (A): Let f (x) = [cos x + sin x], 0
< x < 2p, where [x] denotes the integral part
of  x then the f  (x) is discontinuous, at 5 points.

Reason (R): For x = 
3 4 3

, , , ,
2 4 4 2
π π π π

π  right

hand limit not equal to left hand limit.
(a) A (b) B
(c) C (d) D

63. Assertion (A):

If f(x) = 2
( 1)sin

( 0)
4

kxe kx
x

−
≠  and f (0) = 9 is

continuous at x = 0 then k
= ± 6.
Reason (R): For continuous function

0
lim ( )
x

f x
→

 = f (0)

(a) A (b) B
(c) C (d) D

64. Assertion (A): If a = 1 – s – t, then the
vector equation of the plane through three
non-collinear points .r a sb tc= α + +

rr r r

Reason (R): Equation of the plane through
three non-collinear points is (1 )r s t a= − −

r

.sb tc+ +
r r

(a) A (b) B
(c) C (d) D

65. Assertion (A): f (x) = 
1
[ ]x x−  is

discontinuous for integral of x.
Reason (R): For integral values of  x, f(x) is
undefined.
(a) A (b) B
(c) C (d) D

66. Consider the following statements:

(I) 
sin

lim
cosx

x x
x x→∞

+
−

 = 1

(II) 
2

2
sin( cos )

lim
x

x
x→∞

π
= π

Which of the above statement is correct?
(a) only I (b) only II
(c) both I and II (d) neither I nor II

67. The vertices of a triangle ABC are A (1, 1),
B (–3, 4), C (2, – 5).
(I) The equation to the altitude through the

vertex A is 5x + 9y + 4 = 0
(II) The equation of the median through the

vertex A is x – y  =0
(a) only (I)
(b) only (II)
(c) both (I) and (II)
(d) neither (I) nor (II)

68. Observe the following lists:
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List-I List-II
(a) Domain of sin–1 (5x) 1. 1

(b) Range of 21 25x− 2. x

(c) If f(x) = 
1

,
1

x
x

+
−

 x ¹ 1 3. 1 1
,

5 5
 −  

(d) Period of x – [x] is 4. 1
0,

5
 
  

Match the correct answer
Code:

A B C D
(a) 3 4 2 1
(b) 4 3 2 1
(c) 3 4 1 2
(d) 1 2 3 4

69. Observe the following lists:
List-I List-II

(a)
/4 4 2

0
(tan tan )x dx

π
+∫ 1.

4
log

3
 
  

(b)
1

5/40 (1 )
x

dx
x−∫ 2.

1
3

(c)
/2 8 2

0
sin cosx x dx

π

∫ 3.
16
3

−

(d)
3

20

dx
x x−∫ 4.

7
512

π

Correct match for list-I from list-II is:
Codes:

A B C D
(a) 1 2 3 4
(b) 2 3 4 1
(c) 4 3 2 1
(d) 3 2 1 4

70. Observe the following lists:
List-I List-II

(a) Angle between two 1.
1 1

cos
2

−  
  

diagonals

(b) Angle between one 2.
1 4

cos
6

−  
  

diagonal of a cube and
a diagonal of one face

(c) Angle between the rays 3.
1 2

cos
6

−  
  

wiht direction consine
4, – 3, 5 and 3, 4, 5.
Correct match for list-I from list-2 is:

A B C
(a) 1 2 3
(b) 3 2 1
(c) 3 1 1
(d) 2 3 1

71. A flat-staff of 5 m high stands on a building
of  25 m high. At an observe at a height of  30
m. The flag staff and the building subtend
equal angles. The distance of  the observer
from the top of the flag-staff is:

(a)
5 3

2
(b)

2
5

3

(c)
3

5
2

(d) none of these

72. If p1, p2, p3 are attitudes of a triangle ABC
from the vertices A, B, C and Dbe the area

of the triangle, then 1 1 1
1 2 3p p p− − −+ +  is equal

to:

(a)
a b c+ +

∆
(b)

2 2 2

2
a b c+ +

∆

(c)
2 2 2

24
a b c+ +

∆
(d) none of these

73. The sides of  a triangle are 3x + 4y, 4x + 3y
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and 5x + 5y units, where x, y > 0, the triangle is :
(a) right angled
(b) equilateral
(c) obtuse
(d) none of the above

74. If tan q + tan2 q + tan 3q = tan q tan 2q tan
3q, then the general value of q is:

(a) np (b)
6

nπ
(c)

π
π ±

3
n (d)

2
nπ

75. 2 sin2 b + 4 cos (a + b) sin a sin b + cos 2
(a + b) is equal to:
(a) sin 2a (b) cos 2 b
(c) cos 2 a (d) sin 2 b

76. For 0 < f  < p/2, if  x =  
2

0

cos ,n

n

y
∞

=

φ∑

2

0

sin ,n

n

∞

=

= φ∑  z = 
2 2

0

cos sin ,n n

n

∞

=

φ φ∑  then:

(a) xyz = xz + y (b) xyz = xy + z
(c) xyz £ x + y + z (d) xyz = yz + x

77. If cot q tan q = m and sec q – cos q = n, then
which of the following is correct:
(a) m (mn2)1/3 – n (nm2)1/3 = 1
(b) m (m2n)1/3 – n (nm2)1/3 = 1
(c) n (mn2)1/3 – m (nm2)1/3 = 1
(d) n (m2n)1/3 – m (mn2)1/3 =1

78. If  a + b – g = p, then sin2 a + sin2 b – sin2 g
is equal to:
(a) 2 sin a sin b sin g
(b) 2 cos a cos b cos g
(c) 2 sin a sin b cos g
(d) none of these

79. If  sin A + sin B = C, cos A + cos B = D, then
the value of sin (A + B) is equal to:

(a) CD (b) 2 2
2CD

C D+

(c) 2 2
CD

C D+
(d)

2 2

2
C D

CD
+

80. The inverse of 
2 3
4 2

− 
 − 

 is :

(a)
2 31
4 28

 
−  

 
(b)

3 21
2 48

 
−  

 

(c)
2 21
4 28

 
−  

 
(d)

3 21
2 48

 
−  

 

81. If the matrix 
0 1 2
1 0 3

3 0

−
−
λ −

 is singular, then

l is  equal to:
(a) –2 (b) – 1
(c) 1 (d) 2

82. If Dp = 2

3

15 8

55 9 ,

225 10

p

p

p

 then D1 + D2 + D3

+ D4 + D5 is equal to:
(a) 0 (b) 25
(c) 625 (d) none of these

83. If A is a square matrix and A + A–1 is
symmetrix matric, then A – AT is equal to:
(a) unit matrix
(b) symmetric matrix
(c) skew-symmetric matrix
(d) zero matrix

84. In the determinant = 
0 1 2
1 0 3 ,

2 3 0

−
−

−

 the

ratio of the co-factor to its minor of the
element – 3 is:
(a) – 1 (b) 1
(c) 2 (d) 0
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85.
1 1
1 1

1 1

i i i

i i i

i i i

+ −
− +

+ −
 is equal to:

(a) – 4 – 7i (b) 4 + 7i
(c) 3 + 7i (d) 7 + 4i

86. If x + y = 1, then 
2

0

n
n r n r

r
r

i C x y −

=
∑  equals:

(a) nxy (b) nx (x + yn)
(c) nx (nx + y) (d) none of these

87. The equation 2(2 )log xxx
+  = 25 holds for:

(a) x = 6 (b) x = – 3
(c) x = 3 (d) 7

88. The coefficient of x in the expansion of
2 1[ 1 ]x x −+ −  in ascending powers of x,

when |x| < 1, is:

(a) 0 (b)
1
2

− (c)
1
2

(d) 1

89. The ratio of  the coefficient of  terms
xn–r ax and xrx an–r in the binomial expansion
of (x + a)n will be:
(a) x : a (b) n : r
(c) x : n (d) none of these

90. If a = mC2, then aC2 is equal to:
(a) m+1C4 (b) m–1C4
(c) 3. m+2C4 (d) 3. m+1C4

91. The value of k for which the quadratic
equation kx2 + 1 = kx + 3x – 11x2 has real
and equal roots are:
(a) – 11, – 3 (b) 5, –7
(c) 5, 7 (d) – 5, – 7

92. The number of ways in which the letters of
the word ARRANGE can be arranged such
that both R do not come together is:
(a) 360 (b) 900
(c) 1260 (d) 1620

93. If the roots of equation 
1 1 1

x p x q r
+ =

+ +  are
equal in magnitude but opposite in sign, then
the product of the roots will be:

(a)
2 2

2
p q+

(b) –
2 2( )

2
p q+

(c)
2 2

2
p q−

(d)
2 2( )

2
p q−

−

94. If  a1, a2, a3, ..., an are in A.P., where ai > 0 for
all i, then the value of

1 2 2 3 1

1 1 1
...

n na a a a a a−
+ + +

+ + +

(a)
1

1

n

n
a a

−
− (b)

1

1

n

n
a a

+
−

(c)
1

1

n

n
a a

+
− (d)

1

1

n

n
a a

−
+

95. The sums of n terms of  three A.P’s whose
first terms is 1 and common differences are
1, 2, 3 and S1, S2, S3 respectively. The true
relation is :
(a) S1 + S2 = S2 (b) S1 + S2 = 2S2
(c) S1 + S2 = 2S3 (d) S1 + S2 = S3

96. The maximum value of |z|, where z satisfies

the condition +
2

z
z

 = 2 is:

(a) 3 1− (b) 3 1+

(c) 3 (d) 2 3+

97. The equation zz az az b+ + + = 0, b e R
represents a circle if:
(a) |a|2 = b (b) |a|2 < b
(c) |a|2 > b (d) none of these

98. If z (1 + a) = b + ic and a2 + b2 + c2 = 1, then
1
1

iz
iz

+
−

 is equal to:
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(a)
1
a ib

c
+
+

(b)
1
a ib

b
+
+

(c)
1
b ic

a
−
+

(d)
1
b ic

b
+
+

99. For real numbers x and y, we write xRy Û  x –
y + 2  is an irrational number. Then the
relation R is:
(a) reflexive (b) symmetric
(c) transitive (d) none of these

100. Find the solution set of (x)2 + (x + 1)2 = 25,
where (x) is the least integer greater than equals
to x:
(a) [–5, –4] È (2, 3]
(b) (–5, – 4) È (2, 3]
(c) (–5, –4) È (2, 3)
(d) (–5, –4] È [2, 3]
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ANSWERS
GENERAL ABILITY TEST

1. (d) 2. (d) 3. (b) 4. (d) 15. (b) 6. (a) 7. (c) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (d)
11. (d) 12. (d) 13. (a) 14. (d) 15. (b) 16. (c) 17. (b) 18. (c) 19. (a) 11. (b)
21. (d) 22. (c) 23. (b) 24. (a) 25. (d) 26. (b) 27. (d) 28. (c) 29. (b) 30. (d)
31. (a) 32. (c) 33. (b) 34. (c) 35. (b) 36. (b) 37. (a) 38. (c) 39. (b) 40. (a)
41. (c) 42. (b) 43. (d) 44. (a) 45. (d) 46. (c) 47. (d) 48. (a) 49. (a) 50. (c)
51. (a) 52. (d) 53. (a) 54. (b) 55. (a) 56. (d) 57. (c) 58. (c) 59. (d) 60. (a)
61. (a) 62. (d) 63. (b) 64. (b) 65. (b) 66. (c) 67. (c) 68. (b) 69. (c) 70. (d)
71. (b) 72. (c) 73. (c) 74. (d) 75. (a) 76. (c) 77. (b) 78. (c) 79. (b) 80. (b)
81. (c) 82. (c) 83. (b) 84. (c) 85. (c) 86. (c) 87. (d) 88. (b) 89. (c) 90. (d)
91. (a) 92. (d) 93. (b) 94. (c) 95. (d) 96. (c) 97. (b) 98. (a) 99. (c) 100. (a)

101. (b) 102. (c) 103. (b) 104. (c) 105. (c) 106. (a) 107. (d) 108. (a) 109. (c) 110. (c)
111. (d) 112. (c) 113. (c) 114. (c) 115. (c) 116. (c) 117. (a) 118. (a) 119. (d) 120. (b)

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (c) 4. (c) 5. (b) 6. (a) 7. (b) 8. (b) 9. (b) 10. (a)

11. (b) 12. (a) 13. (b) 14. (d) 15. (d) 16. (c) 17. (c) 18. (c) 19. (d) 20. (b)
21. (c) 22. (d) 23. (c) 24. (a) 25. (d) 26. (d) 27. (d) 28. (b) 29. (c) 30. (d)
31. (a) 32. (b) 33. (c) 34. (a) 35. (a) 36. (a) 37. (a) 38. (c) 39. (d) 40. (b)
41. (b) 42. (d) 43. (b) 44. (c) 55. (b) 46. (d) 47. (b) 48. (c) 49. (a) 50. (c)
51. (d) 52. (c) 53. (d) 54. (a) 65. (c) 56. (b) 57. (a) 58. (d) 59. (d) 60. (b)
61. (a) 62. (c) 63. (b) 64. (c) 65. (b) 66. (b) 67. (d) 68. (b) 69. (d) 70. (d)
71. (b) 72. (a) 73. (b) 74. (d) 75. (c) 76. (b) 77. (a) 78. (c) 79. (c) 80. (b)
81. (c) 82. (a) 83. (c) 84. (a) 85. (c) 86. (b) 87. (a) 88. (b) 89. (c) 90. (a)
91. (b) 92. (c) 93. (b) 94. (d) 95. (b) 96. (a) 97. (a) 98. (b) 99. (b) 100. (b)

101. (c) 102. (d) 103. (c) 104. (b) 105. (d) 106. (b) 107. (c) 108. (c) 109. (a) 110. (a)
111. (a) 112. (a) 113. (a) 114. (d) 115. (d) 116. (a) 117. (b) 118. (a) 119. (*) 120. (*)

MATHEMATICS
1. (b) 2. (d) 3. (d) 4. (c) 5. (c) 6. (b) 7. (c) 8. (d) 9. (c) 10. (a)

11. (b) 12. (a) 13. (b) 14. (c) 15. (b) 16. (c) 17. (c) 18. (c) 19. (b) 20. (b)
21. (b) 22. (c) 23. (a) 24. (b) 25. (a) 26. (d) 27. (c) 28. (a) 29. (d) 30. (b)
31. (a) 32. (c) 33. (a) 34. (d) 35. (a) 36. (d) 37. (b) 38. (a) 39. (b) 40. (a)
41. (a) 42. (a) 43. (a) 44. (d) 45. (b) 46. (d) 47. (a) 48. (a) 49. (c) 50. (b)
51. (c) 52. (c) 53. (a) 54. (c) 55. (c) 56. (b) 57. (c) 58. (c) 59. (a) 60. (b)
61. (a) 62. (a) 63. (a) 64. (a) 65. (a) 66. (c) 67. (b) 68. (a) 69. (b) 70. (b)
71. (c) 72. (c) 73. (c) 74. (b) 75. (c) 76. (b) 77. (a) 78. (c) 79. (b) 80. (a)
81. (d) 82. (a) 83. (c) 84. (a) 85. (b) 86. (c) 87. (c) 88. (d) 89. (d) 90. (d)
91. (b) 92. (b) 93. (b) 94. (d) 95. (b) 96. (b) 97. (c) 98. (a) 99. (a) 100. (b)
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